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Arabs agree to set up free trade zone 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab economy minisere agreed in talks here 
Wednesday on the creation of a much-delav^d tree trade zone 
and the project will he launched Jan. i. 1998' United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAH) Economy Minister Said Ghobash said. "We 
announce the creation of a greater Arab free trade zone over the 
next lOyeare starting Jan. 1, 199S.” Mr. Ghobash told reporters 
at the Cairo headquarter?; of the Arab League. Custom duties will 
he reduced gradually by 10 per cent each vear over the next 
decade, he said, calling on all Arab countries, financial craanisa- 
twns and other specialised groups to take the necessarv steps. A 
ministerial committee chaired by Jordan and comprising Egypt, 
Syria* Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and the UAE will follow 
up on the decision. A call for the creation of an Arab free trade 
zone was first launched 50 yean ago. Inter-Arab trade represents 
only ]0 per cent of trade relations between the Arab countries 
and other nations, the secretary general of the Arab Leagues 
Council of Arab Economic Unity, Hassan Ibrahim said- 
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Arab Bank Investment Funds 
AB CAPITAL GUARANTEED FUND 

Managed by Arab Bank Singapore. The scheme offer, 
security on capital invested while giving exposure to high 
yielding financial instruments* 

Applications will be accepted until 24/3/97 
For more information please contact our International 
Private Banking 

Amman Tri : (9626) 703625 
Singapore Tel : (065) 5330055 
London Tel : (44 171 ) 3158585 


Fax: 1 9626) 703608 
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Fax: (44 17 li 6002617 
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Special Forces unit 
leaves for Bosnia 


'Her ... 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Roy3l Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben AI Hussein, 
commander of the Special 
Forces, on Wednesday saw 
off a Special Forces unit 
which left for Bosnia to take 
part in the peacekeeping 
■ -cm forces there along with 

i ^ u m ^Hb . French troops. Prince Abdul- 
. voiced appreciation of 

'“•'■'d dll nio]|. ^tbe Special Forces and 
thanked them for their noble 
efforts to safeguard peace. 
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Ciller cleared of 
doubts over assets 

ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish parliament on 
Wednesday cleared Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller of 
charges of corruption regard- 
ing her personal assets. 
Deputy Speaker Kamer Gene 
said. Parliament had on Tues- 
day cleared Mrs. Ciller of 
corruption charges over the 
dealings of a state-run com- 
pany and a privatisation 
process during her time as 
prime mini ster. On Tuesday 
deputies from Mrs. Ciller's 
conservative True Path Party 
and her coalition partners, the 
pro- Islamic Welfare Party of 
Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan, voted to clear her. 
Most of die opposition sup- 
ported calls for her to face 
trial. Had the opposition 
managed to gather 276 votes 
in the 550-seat parliament. 
Ms. Ciller would have been 
sent for trial by the constitu- 
tional court, Turkey’s highest 
judicial body. Under 
Turkey's constitution, any 
official convicted by the con- 
stitutional court is barred 
from active politics. 

Seven Palestinians 
arrested in 
police sweep 


l.i\!.»r itirns 65 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP; — Palestinian police 
arrested seven members of a 
hardline Palestinian faction 
opposed to Yasser Arafat’s 
peace deals with Israel in a 
sweep across the West Bank, 
security sources said on 
_ Wednesday. Police arrested 
\the members of the Popular 
1 1 I S i Front for the Liberation of 
d® Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) during raids on 
their homes Tuesday eight in 
the self-rule areas of Bethle- 
hem, Ramallah and Jenin. 
The houses of the members 
of the Damascus-based group 
were also searched, the 
sources said, without giving a 
reason for the arrests. The 
Palestinian security agencies 
have over the past year arrest- 
ed dozens of militants from 
opposition groups in a gener- 
al crackdown, although most 
have since been released. 
Amnesty International has 
accused the security services 
of the Palestinian National 
Authority of indiscriminately 
arresting its political oppo- 
nents and detaining them 
w ithout charge. 
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GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
European Nations agreed 
Wednesday to give the Pales- 
tinians S8 million to build a 
police academy in the West 
Bank self-rule area of Jeri- 
cho. Denmark, Sweden and 
Holland agreed to contribute 
$6 million in aid, while Ger- 
many decided to give $2 mil- 
lion in equipment for the 
academy. General Abdul 
Razak Al Juaideh told jour- 
nalists in Gaza City. Building 
will sian on the new academy 
in Jericho in April to train 
new recruits, as well as a 
branch in Gaza for further 
training of officers, he said. 
Gen. Juaideh met in Gaza 
City with representatives 
front the donor countries to 
present them with proposed 
| V t * security projects, including 
the creation of a forensic lab 
" and a prisoners training cen- 
‘.'v- ire. 
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King warns against Israeli 
moves in Arab Jerusalem 

HM, in talks with Irish leaders and in joint statement 
with King Hassan of Morocco, stresses international 
legitimacy should be basis for the Holy City's status 


DUBLIN (Agencies; — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Wednesday held 
talks with Irish leaders on the Middle 
East peace process and bilateral rela- 
tions and emphasised that no action be 
undertaken to change the status of 
Arab East Jerusalem, which will be 
determined in the final s tatus negotia- 
tions between Israel and the Palestini- 
ans. 

The King, who arrived from Moroc- 
co after talks with King Hassan II, 
first met with Irish President Mary 
Robinson at her official residence 
before talks with Prime Minister John 
Bruton in a meeting attended by the 
Jordanian premier, Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. 

The Middle East peace process with 
particular focus on Arab East 
Jerusalem were the main issues the 
King discussed with the Moroccan 
monarch in Rabat and with Irish lead- 
ers in Dublin. 

King Hussein and King Hassan II 
concluded their talks underlining the 
need for concerted Arab and Islamic 
countries efforts to protect the Arab 
and Islamic identity of Jerusalem. 

A statement issued in Rabat before 
King Hussein left for Ireland said the 
two leaders shared identical views on 
Arab Jerusalem, stressing the Holy 
City’s present status as occupied terri- 
tory- and that its future should be 
determined in accordance with 
international legitimacy. 

The emphasis on Arab East 
Jerusalem came amid moves by the 
government of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to consolidate 
the Jewish state’s grip on the Holy 
City by building Jewish settlements in 
the Arab eastern sector of the city. 


In the joint statement. King Hussein 
and King Hassan called for efforts to 
protea the city's Arab identity and for 
increased support and intensive 
efforts to give momentum to the 
peace process. 

The statement said the two leaders 
exchanged views over pan-Arab 
affairs and pledged to maintain coor- 
dination in matters related to Arab and 
Islamic issues of common concern to 
Jordan and Morocco. 

They also agreed to form a Jordan- 
ian-Moroccan committee to be co- 
chaired by the prime ministers of the 
two countries to promote coordina- 
tion in all fields. 

In his talks in Dublin with Prime 
Minister Bruton, King Hussein also 
stressed the need to alleviate the suf- 
fering of the Palestinian people and 
improve -their living conditions, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said 

“King Hussein reiterated that the 
s tarns of Arab East Jerusalem should 
not be tampered with until its final 
status is determined at the final status 
negotiations,'* Petra said The agency 
quoted the King as warning that “if 
anything takes place otherwise it will 
affect and endanger achievements 
made so far in the peace process." 

King Hussein specifically described 
Israel’s continued building pf Jewish 
.settlements in the occupied territories, 
including Arab East Jerusalem, as 
endangering the peace process. 

The peace that is being sought is 
based on respect for human rights, 
international legitimacy, coexistence, 
security and the socio-economic 
development of the people of the Mid- 
dle East, the King said. 

King Hussein voiced optimism that 


the peace process will progress in 
spite of all challenges and difficulties. 

The King stressed the need for the 
resumption of talks on the Israeli-Syr- 
ian track. 

King Hussein underlined Jordan's 
support for the European Union's 
(EU) efforts to reinvigorate the peace 
process through its special envoy to 
the Middle East, Miguel Mauratinos. 

Mr. Bruton commended the King's 
efforts and Jordan’s role in reaching 
a just, durable and comprehensive 
peace in the region. He also paid trib- 
ute to the Jordanian Armed Forces’ 
role in peacekeeping operations in 
several conflict areas around the 
globe. 

The King and Mr. Bruton also 
reviewed issues of common interest 
to both Jordan and Ireland, Petra said. 

King Hussein, Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Haya earlier met with Presi- 
dent Robinson at the presidential 
palace. 

King Hussein conferred upon Presi- 
dent Robinson the Al Hussein Ben Ali 
Medal and upon Mr. Bruton the AI 
Nahda Medal. 

The King and the accompanying 
delegation were received by the Irish 
prime minister and minister of foreign 
affairs as well as senior officials and 
the Jordanian ambassador to Ireland. 

Accompanying the King were Prime 
Minister Kabariti, Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf and Minister of 
Information Marwan Muasher. 

After talks with Mr. Bruton and 
Foreign Minister Dick Spring, King 
Hussein was to attend a formal dinner 
at the foreign ministry headquarters. 


Israel will build colonies in Arab 
Jerusalem, Netanyahu tells Peres 

Work already under way on a 

new settlement in West Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu told the Labour 
opposition on Wednesday 
he was determined to go 
ahead with construction of 
a controversial Jewish set- 
tlement in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Netanyahu's own 
right-wing demands an 
immediate start to building 
in Har Homa on the south- 
ern edge of Arab East 
Jerusalem, but at a meeting 
with Labour leader Shimon 
Peres and other Labour 
deputies, the premier did 
not commit to a date. 

“It is (Netanyahu’s) inten- 
tion to build throughout the 
city of Jerusalem, including 
the neighbourhood at Har 
Homa,'* a statement from 
the prime minister’s office 
said. 

A decision on a start date 
for the project will be made 
when cabinet ministers 
meet on Jerusalem affairs, 
it said. Mr. Netanyahu on 
Tuesday decided to delay a 
decision for a week. 

Labour Deputy Ehud 
Barak, the top candidate to 
succeed Mr. Peres as patty 
leader, called on Mr. 
Netanyahu to give the 
green light for Har Homa 
and accused him of bending 
to “foreign pressure” by 
delaying. 

Mr. Netanyahu also raised 
the possibility of building 
homes for Arabs in the 
planned 6.500-home Jew- 
ish neighbourhood at Har 
Homa, and said the cabinet 
had agreed to provide funds 


Israel orders demolition of 
UNRWA school building 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) —- Israel has ordered the 
demolition of a U.N. building meant to serve as a school for 
Palestinian refugees in the West Bank, saying the structure 
was built without a permit, Israeli officials said Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Israeli military administration in the 
West Bank accused the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) of illegally granting a building permit to the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) for the school in an area 
still under full Israeli controL 

This is a violation of agreements by the Palestinians not to 
gram building permits in areas outside their jurisdiction,” 
Lieutenant Peter Lemer told AFP. 

The Palestinians informed UNRWA that they could build in 
the Bet Surik area between Jerusalem and the self-rule town 
of Ramallah in the expectation that the area would eventually 
be transferred to Palestinian control, Ll Lemer said. 

However, Ahmad Abed Rahman, secretary general of the 
cabinet of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, said Israel has con- 
trol only of security in the area, not civilian affairs. 

“Hus is a great Israeli violation against an international 
body.” Me Abed 

“This shows Isael is not serious about die peace process," 
he added. In a meeting Tuesday between civil administration 
and UNRWA officials, Israel issued the order informing the 
representatives they must destroy the building or Israel would. 

A spokesman for UNRWA said they were looking into the 
matter and had not yet decided what action to take. 


for Arab homes, without 
specifying a sura. 

Right-wingers in Mr. 
Netanyahu’s ruling Likud- 
led coalition threatened a 
rebellion after reports that 
the prime minister had 
promised not to build at 
Har Homa during a meeting 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton last week. 

Palestinians have warned 
of violence if Israel builds 
at Har Homa, a hill of land 
confiscated from Palestini- 
ans south of Jerusalem 
across the green line sepa- 


rating the West Bank from 
Israel. 

Since it “annexed" East 
Jerusalem in 1967, Israel 
has financed the construc- 
tion of some 40,000 homes 
for Jews in the sector but 
not a single home for 
Arabs, according to Israeli 
human rights groups. 

The Israeli housing min- 
istry said in May 1995 that 
it would build for the Pales- 
tinian population, which 
numbers 150,000 in Arab 

(Continued on page 7) 


FBI 

head 

arrives 

today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The possible 
extradition of a leader of 
the militant Palestinian 
movement Hamas to Jor- 
dan as a compromise to 
resolve a potential crisis is 
expected to be discussed 
here during the visit here 
Thursday and Friday of the 
director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). 

The U.S. embassy here 
confirmed that FBI Direc- 
tor Louis J. Freeh was due 
here on Thursday for a 
two-day visit for meetings 
with Jordanian “law 
enforcement officials” in 
response to an invitation. 
But it declined comment on 
specifics. 

“Mr. Freeh is coming to 
Jordan in response to an 
outstanding invitation 
extended by the law 
enforcement officials of 
Jordan,” an embassy 
spokesman said. 

“Since he was in the 
region to connections with 
opening legal attache 
offices (at the U.S. 
embassies) in Tel Aviv and 
Cairo, he has taken the 
opportunity to visit Jor- 
dan," added the 
spokesman. 

Jordanian sources said 
they expected Mr. Freeh 
and senior officials here to 
discuss the fate of Musa 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday confers upon Irish President Mary 
Robinson the Al Hussein Ben Ali Medal (Reuters photo) 

Deng Xiaoping, brains behind 
modern China, passes away 


BEU1NG i AP) — Deng Xiaoping, China's 
paramount leader, died Wednesday from an 
advanced stage of Parkinson's disease with 
complications of lung infections, the Chi- 
nese government said. He was 92. 

Deng, a veteran communist revolutionary 
who guided China from political chaos and 
economic ruin towards prosperity, leaves 
his political heirs in place. 

No one is immediately expected to sup- 
plant Communist Party General Secretary 
Jiang Zemin and the other younger, techno- 
cratic leaders backed by Deng. 

But his death was expected to sharpen 
political manoeuvring among top party 
leaders that has been going on behind the 
scenes for years. " 

Neither Mr. Jiang, Premier Li Peng nor 
the others have Deng’s stature with the all- 
important military and remaining party* 
elders. His successors will have to continue 
to rule by building consensus among the 
powerful constituencies. 

Deng died at 9:0S p.m. ( 1 508 GMT) 
Wednesday of failed respiratory and circu- 
latory functions after receiving emergency 
treatment, the state-run Xinhua news 
agency said. An announcement was issued 
to all Communist Party, government and 
military organs. Xinhua reported. 

The announcement referred to “our 
beloved comrade Deng Xiaoping.” It gave 
his age as 93. although his birthday was 
previously given as Aug. 22, 1 904. 

A letter to party members said China's 
central comminee proclaimed “with pro- 


found grief to the whole party, the whole 
army and the people of all ethnic groups 
throughout the country that our beloved 
comrade Deng ... passed away." 

There were no signs ofiroop movements 
in Beijing early Thursday, bm tour armed 
guards w ith AK-47 stood outside the alley 
to Deng’s home, near the palace China's 
emperors used for 500 years. 

Rags were ordered flown al halt -mast at 
major landmarks in China and al its 
embassies overseas. Xinhua also reported 
that foreign governments will not be invit- 
ed to send delegations to (he funeral, in 
keeping with China's practices. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton called Deng 
“ah * ifSttraordin-y figure on the world 
stage" for the past two decades and credit- 
ed him with being 'The driving force" 
behind China’s decision to normalise rela- 
tions with the United States. 

Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten said 
Deng's concept of "one country, two sys- 
tems” helped “to lay the foundation for 
Hong Kong’s stability and prosperity after 
1997." The British colony reverts to Chi- 
nese rule on July I. 

Confirmation of Deng's death came after 
days of rumours that his health had wors- 
ened had spread through the capital. 

Deng, who weathered three political 
purges during his seven decades as a Com- 
munist Puny member, rose to the pinnacle 
of power in 1978. two years after the death 
of his revolutionary mentor Mao Tse-Tuns. 


Zarqa mayor held on charge 
of slandering Parliament 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Zarqa Mayor Mustafa Fayad 
was detained on Wednesday on charges of 
slandering Parliament, judicial sources said. 

Dr. Fayad was ordered detained by Zarqa 
Prosecutor Azzam Obeidat for two weeks 
pending trial for allegedly telling an Islamist 
weekly that “three fourths of the deputies 
are liars." 

A request to release die mayor on bail was 
rejected Wednesday. 

Dr. Fayad’s remarks, which appeared in 
the latest issue of the weekly Al Sabeel. 
came in response to Islamist Deputy Bassam 
Emoush (Zarqa). who. during a Parliament 
session in January, asserted that the Zarqa 
Municipality was extorting money from cit- 
izens. 

Zarqa municipal employees were also 
accused of demanding money from 
shopowners who wish to display merchan- 
dise on the pavements outside their shops. 

In response to these allegations. Dr. Fayad 
told the Jordan Times in January: “If people 
really believ e extortion is being practised by 
the municipality, then they can take their 
complaints to court.” 

Al Sabeel interviewed Dr. Fayad and his 
predecessor Yasser Omari and ran both 
interviews opposite to each other. The inter- 
views focused on the municipality’s perfor- 
mances under the administrations of Dr. 
Fayad and Mr. Omari. 

Al Sabeel quoted Mr. Fayad as saying: “I 
do not like the whole Parliament and this is 
my opinion." 

Dr. Fayad was also quoted as saying that 
Deputy* Emoush attacked (he municipality in 
a Parliament session saying that “I t Fayad) 
bribed a reponer by giving him kiosk in 
return for news coverage, and you (Al 
Sabeel) published it in your newspaper." 

"Your newspaper was not objective about 


and you only published whut the deputy said 
without referring to us. and of course. 
Deputy Emoush is mistaken." the mayor 
said in the interview. 

He also accused the Islamists in Zarqa of 
lying to people in the 1989 municipal elec- 
tions. 

"The Islamists deceived people b\ trying 
to pass to them the slogan 'Islam is the unlv 
solution 1 , and that is how they won the elec- 
tions,” Dr. Fayad said. 

Speaker of the Lower House Sa'ed Havel 
Srour said during Wednesday's Parliament 
session that he w as shocked by vvh.it he read 
in Al Sabeel. 

He said he sent a note to Minister of Jus- 
tice Abdul Karim Dughmi asking him to file 
a complaint against Dr. Fuvud. 

“I consider myself responsible for protect- 
ing Parliament, and none of us would accept 
what was said in the newspaper." Mr. Srour 
said, adding that the case was in court. — 
"which is the ultimate judge." 

Minister Dughmi said that he asked the 
Zarqa prosecutor to take legal action against 
Dr. Fayad. 

Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat said during the Parliament session 
that he contacted the Deputy Mayor of 
Zaiqa who said that he was informed by Dr. 
Fayad that he did not say what was pub- 
lished. 

"If it was proven that Dr. Fayad did indeed 
say these things, he should be punished, or 
he should be brought in from of Parliament 
and made to apologise, “ Mr. Tucishat said. 

Editorial adviser of Al Suheel Hilnii 
Asmar told the Jordan Times dial both inter- 
views were taped. 

Al Sabeel lawyer Samih Husseini said no 
lawsuit was filed against the newspaper. 

"No one contacted me regarding the arti- 
cle ihat was published in the newspaper.” 
Mr. Husseini iold the Jordan Times. 
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ARAFAT IN MOSCOW: Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat smiles as he poses for photogra- 
phers with Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexiy II 
after their meeting at the patriarch's Moscow res- 
idence on Wednesday. Mr.Axafat ended a visit to 
Moscow on Wednesday and flew to Turkey 
(Reuters photo) 


Okamoto sole survivor 
among Lod assailants 


BEIRUT ( AFP ) — Kozo Okumoio. the Japanese red army mem- 
ber arrested in Lebanon, was the sole survivor among the three 
Japanese gunmen who killed 26 people and wounded 80 in a 
May 1972 attack on Tel Aviv's Lod airport. 

Sentenced to life in prison by a military court in July 1972. the 
former agriculture student from Ashikila in Kumamoto prefec- 
ture was released on May 20. 1985 along with 1,150 Palestini- 
ans in exchange for Israeli soldiers. 

According to intelligence sources, Okamoto, 49. has divided 
his lime since then between the Syrian capital Damascus and the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley of Lebanon, where he was 
arrested this week with four other Red Army members. 

The Japanese authorities issued an international arrest warrant 
against Okamoto following his 1985 release from an Israeli 
prison and are expected to ask for his extradition. 

Described by teachers as a promising student, Okamoto was 
reportedly persuaded by an elder brother to join the Red Army 
faction in 1970. 

The Japanese . Red Armv.^ which is Jed by _ a . 5 1 : y ear-old 
woman. Fusako'Sliigenobu,.and seeks to foment world revolu- 
tion. was formed in 1971 as **e ovfcfteas terrorisi'ami'tiflfc'Red 
Army faction. 

The group was active alongside Palestinian extremist move- 
ments in the 1970s and 1980s. carrying out plane hijackings and 
attacking diplomatic missions in Asia and Europe. 

The Lod massacre was one of the bloodiest attacks earned out 
by the group. On the evening of May 30. 1972, Okamoto and 
two other Japanese Red Army members arrived at Lod airport on 
air France Flight 707 from Paris via Rome. 

They produced three Kalashnikov rifles and hand grenades 
from their luggage and opened fire at random on passengers in 
the arrisuls terminal. 

Mom of the victims were Christian pilgrims from Puerto Rico 
although several Israelis also died. 

The oilier two Japanese gunmen. Jiro Sugisaki and Ken Torio. 
were killed. 

Okamoto reportedly told Israeli interrogators he had trained 
with the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine tPFLP) for 
three weeks in southern Lebanon before carrying out the attack. 

"1 didn't kill because I hate the Israelis" Okamoto said. “I 
killed because 1 was ordered to." 

An Israeli military court rejected Okamoio's request that he be 
executed and sentenced him to life imprisonment 

Okamoio's lather. Yusuo. also asked that his son be put to 
death and wrote a letter of apology to Israel. 

"I bring my greatest, honest apologies for the attack my son 
did." he said in the letter. "1 request w ith nil my heart that my son 
be executed." 


Iraq to send pilgrims to Mecca 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein 
has decided to allow Iraqis 
to go on pilgrimage to 
Mecca this year, Baghdad 
newspapers said on 
Wednesday. 

"President Saddam Hus- 
sein has ordered the prepa- 
rations of necessary 
requirements to enable our 
people to perform the Hajj 
for 1997," the papers said. 

Last time Iraqis were 
seen in Mecca was in 1994 
when about 500 pilgrims 
travelled by land to Saudi 
Arabia. Iraq halted the 
Hajj in 1995, saying U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed 
for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait had emptied its 
coffers of hard cash. 

Iraqi religious scholars 
then ruled that the coun- 
try’s Muslims could defer 


their pilgrimage and spend 
the money on Iraq's poor 
instead. 

In 1994 every pilgrim 
was allowed to carry 
$500. Demand used to 
surge for the greenback 
during Hajj seasons, 
increasing pressure on 
Iraq’s volatile dinar cur- 
rency. 

The papers, quoting 
Endowment and Religious 
Affairs Minister Abdul 
Muneim Ahmad Saleh, 
said Iraq would take into 
account its financial condi- 
tion in preparing for this 
year s pilgrimage. He did 
not elaborate. 

Iraq’s 20 million people 
are given a quota of 19,000 
places a year for the pil- 
grimage to Mecca under 
an arrangement of the 
Organisation of Islamic 


Conference limiting the 
number from any member 
country to 1,000 per one 
milli on Muslims. 

But it unlikely so many 
Iraqis would be able to 
make the Hajj, one of 
Islam’s five obligations on 
believers which all Mus- 
lims should carry out once 
in their lifetime if they can. 

Iraqis wishing to travel 
abroad have to pay a fee of 
400,000 dinars ($296), a 
big sum for most Iraqis. 
Once other costs are 
added, then only the rich in 
Iraq could afford to make 
the Hajj. 

Iraq has unsuccessfully 
appealed to Muslim states 
to urge Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates to release 
frozen Iraqi assets to cover 
the cost of this year's Hajj. 


Earlier appeals to the 
United Nations to allow 
Iraqi Muslims to fly to 
Mecca also fell on deaf 
ears. 

Iraq’s southern and 
northern skies are shut to 
both civilian and military 
aircraft by U.S. and allied 
planes policing two no fly 
zones over the country. 

Flights by international 
carriers are also not 
allowed despite Iraqi argu- 
ments that this ban was not 
part of the terms ending 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait 

Iraqi pilgrims will have 
to travel by land, going 
through immigration at the 
Saudi border post of Ar'ar. 
The journey takes 24 hours 
by bus. 


Israeli-allied militia abducts shepherd 


Habibi 

visits 

Greece 


U.N. appeals for $120m for Sudan relief 


ATHENS (AP) — Iranian 
first Vice-President Hassan 
Habibi has begun an official 
three-day visit to discuss 
trade expansion, specifically 
in the oil sector. 

It was the first time that an 
Iranian vice-president has 
officially visited a European 
Union member state. 

Mr. Habibi’s trip to Athens 
comes just two days after 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright criti- 
cised Greece’s EU partner 
Italy for its relations with 
“rogue states" such as Iran. 

Both Greece and Italy 
import large quantities of oil 
from Iran. The 15-nation 
ELI, have refused to go along 
with a U.S. law authorising 
Washington to penalise 
American and foreign com- 
panies that invest more than 
$40 million per year in Iran- 
ian oil and gas projects. 

Greece has in the past 
described U.S. sanctions 
, aghirtsr : ’lran as illegal and 
said the HQtemationaF -com- 
munity should ignoF^-them.- 

During his visiL, Mr. 
Habibi was to meet with 
President Costis Stefanopou- 
los. Premier Costas Simitis 
and Defence Minister Akis 
Tsochadzopoulos. 

According to Iranian offi- 
cials. Mr. Habibi was 
expected to discuss ways of 
broadening cooperation with 
Greece in the oil sector. 

Iranian officials have in 
the past expressed interest in 
building a trans-shipment 
facility. 

Iran has also been looking 
with interest at a 280-kilo 
metre tnrns Balkan pipeline 
that would carry up to 
600.000 barrels a day from 
Bulgaria to Greece. 

The crude would come 
from Russia. Kazakhstan 
and Lhe rich offshore oil 
fields in the Caspian Sea. 
which borders on Iran. 


NEW YORK i’LMS) — As 
hostilities increase in Sudan, 
the United Nations today 
appealed for $120.8 million 
to meet the emergency 
humanitarian needs of the 
estimated 4.2 million war- 
affected and displaced per- 
sons in Sudan, many of whom 
are struggling to cope with 
chronic malnutrition and the 
alarming increase of infec- 
tious diseases. Persistent 
insecurity combined with nat- 
ural disasters, including crop 
failures and floods in the 
Sudan, have worsened the 
plight of almost all vulnerable 
groups who are already living 
below subsistence levels. 

To meet the emergency 
needs of vulnerable groups 
including 630.000 children 
under the age of five, the 
United Nations is appealing 
for $120.8 million to fund 33 
projects during 1997. The 


largest request is from the 
United Nations Children’s 
Fund t. UNICEF) which 
requires more than $46 mil- 
lion to help improve the 
health, nutrition and overall 
household food security of 
the war’s main victims — 
'.'.omen, children and the 
elderly. The World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) is requesting 
S43.I million for food aid. 
and its transport and handling 
costs, in order to feed 2.6 mil- 
lion people this year, an 
increase of 500,000 over last 
year. This total comprises 2.2 
million people in southern 
Sudan, 374.000 in the transi- 
tional zone between northern 
and southern Sudan and 
78,000 in the greater Khar- 
toum area. 

At present, some 4.2 mil- 
lion people (3.4 million in the 
southern states: 445,000 in 
the transitional zone and 


395.000 in greater Khartoum) 
will require assistance in the 
form of medical and health 
care, basic education, emer- 
gency shelter, as well as agri- 
culture, livestock and fishing 
inputs. The most severely 
affected regions in Sudan are 
pans of Bahr A! Ghazal, Jon- 
glet and Upper Nile. Some of 
the country’s malnutrition 
rates are being registered by 
aid workers in northern Bahr 
A! Ghazal. Other vulnerable 
areas include the camps and 
settlements areas around 
Khartoum, where an estimat- 
ed 1.8 million internally dis- 
placed Sudanese struggle to 
eke out a living. Sudan is esti- 
mated to have the highest 
number of internally dis- 
placed persons in the world, 
with as many as 4 million 
people, of which 80 per cent 
are woman and children. 


RACHAYA (AFP) — Israel’s allied South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia abducted Wednesday a Lebanese 
shepherd just outside the occupied border zone of south- 
ern Lebanon, the police said. SLA soldiers earned out a 
one kilometre incursion at the north of Israel s self- 
declared “security zone." the Lebanese police said. The 
unit seized Mohammad Nayef Meihem. who was guard- 
ing his herd near the village of Qeliu. they said. 


Quake hits near Iran-Turkmen border 


MOSCOW (AP) — A moderate earthquake struck the 
mountainous border region between Turkmenistan and 
Iran, but no damage or injuries were reported, a news 
agency said Wednesday. The tremor, measuring about 4. 
hit at' 9 p.m. (1800 GMT) Tuesday and was centred 
about 80 kilometres southwest of Turkmenistan’s capi- 
tal Ashgabat, the Interfax news agency reported. 


2,000 troops participate in Egypt drug raids 


CAIRO (AP) — More than 2.000 soldiers and police 
used helicopters, camels and armoured personnel carri- 
ers to raid illegal plantations growing poppies and hemp, 
police said Wednesday. They said 25 bedouins were 
arrested in the three-day campaign, which ended Tues- 
day. The raids were carried out in the southern sinai. 
where the inaccessible mountainous region has been 
used for decades for illegal drug crops. Police said they 
destroyed poppies and hemp on 500 feddans. The pop- 
pies are used to make opium, and the hemp produces 
hashish. The raiding troops included soldiers, border 
policemen and agents of the anti-drug department, the 
police said. 


Tunisia stops activist from travelling 


Celebrated Filipino designer Iraqi suspect 
found murdered in Khobar arrested 


CAIRO (AP) — A Tunisian activist was barred from 
attending a human rights conference in Egypt for the 
second time in two years, an advocacy group said 
Wednesday. Moncef Marzouki, a doctor and prominent 
human rights activist, was invited to attend the annual 
meeting of the Arab Organisation for Human Rights in 
Cairo last Saturday and Sunday, the croup said. Dr. Mar- 
zouki is a member of the group's board of trustees. He 
was prevented from attending last year's meeting as well, 
it said. "Even though he has not been indicted or tried, 
the authorities are holding his passport and stopping the 
publication of his books," the group said. Dr. Marzou- 
ki. 50, headed the Tunisian league for human rights and 
was an independent candidate in presidential elections in 
1 994. New York-based human rights watch honoured his 
work in 1995. He has repeatedly complained of govern- 
ment harassment. 


KHOBAR (Agencies) — A Filipino designer was found 
stabbed to death in his apartment in this eastern Saudi city, 
officials at the Philippines embassy said Wednesday. 

The body, of Amoran Macausor, 43. was discovered by 
colleague's' who 1 werre searehing'-dbr after i&e faded to 

show up for work Saturday; they said. He-was found Sunday, 
lying-in-a-poGl-ef -blood near his bedroom door. 

The officials said his throat had been slii and that there 
were stab wounds on his stomach and back. 

The murder was disclosed in Saudi newspaper reports. 

Police officials refused to comment on the reports. 

The embassy officials said nine Filipino colleagues of 
Macausor had been detained for questioning. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

The slain designer’s father, a former mayor of the Lanao 
del Sur province on the southern island of Mindanao, and 
his brother planned to come to Saudi Arabia this week to 
make burial arrangements, the officials said. 

Macausor designed clothes for an exclusive men’s shop in 
A1 Khobar, which he also managed. The store has been 
dosed by police pending completion of their investigation. 

Macausor’s wife, Samira, is a 20-year-old student at a uni- 
versity in Mindanao. They were married three years ago. 

Macausor was considered one of the Philippines' top fash- 
ion designers and had won a number of international 
awards, the English-language Saudi Gazette reported. 

He first arrived to Saudi Arabia in 1980 and found work as 
a bellboy at a local hotel, a colleague said. 

“He was killed brutally, s tabbed several times in his 
abdomen, neck and pans of his back," the official told 
Reuters. 

“Police are still investigating and we don’t know who 
could be suspected." 


ill Lebanon Qadhafi gives $1 million to Egyptian bedouins 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
security 

detained- an Iraqi citizen 
suspected of involvement 
in the killing of several 
Iraqi opposition figures 
outside Lebanon, judicial 
sources in Beirut said on 
Wednesday. 

They said Bassam 
Yaaqoub Yousef, 2S : was 
arrested in a convent in 
Lebanon on Monday. He is 
being questioned over 
allegedly carrying out on 
behalf of the Iraqi intelli- 
gence a political assassina- 
tions in Kuwait. London, 
Morocco and Albania. 

No official charges have 
been filed against Yousef 
who had last entered 
Lebanon on Oct 15, 1996, 
the sources added. 

Last month, Lebanon 
ordered the release on bail 
of three Iraqi diplomats 
suspected of involvement 
in the 1994 murder of Iraqi 
dissident Taleb As-Souheil 
in Beirut. 


S ALLOUM (AH*) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
on .Wednesday. gave $1 million to help the bedouins 
living '6ri:fc^ , fder wirh Lib^al'i 

drought for the past two years..The cheque was handed 
by the head of Libya's ahimal l, husbanHlry department, 
Fathi Al Saddik Biram. to Abdul Meneira Said, governor 
of Marsa Matruh province which is home to 75,000 
bedouins. "This gift is to help cattle farmers make up for 
losses due to the drought and to presen e the animal 
wealth in this region, which is one of the richest in the 
world," Mr. Biram said. 


Five drug traffickers hanged in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Five drug traffickers, four of them 
Afghan nationals, have been hanged in public in north- 
eastern Iran, newspapers reported Wednesday. The con- 
victed drug traffickers were also charged with killing 
two policemen in armed confrontations in the Fan man 
region near the Afghan border, the daily Qods said. 
They were arrested at an unspecified date with around 
1.6 tonnes of drugs smuggled into Iran from 
Afghanistan. A crowd watching the executions chanted 
“Death to America. Israel and drug traffickers." More 
than 2,000 people have been hanged here on drug-relat- 
ed charges since stiff anti-drug laws went into force in 
1989. The laws call for the death penalty for anyone 
caught with more than 30 grammes of heroin or five 
kilogrammes of opium. 
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Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Td. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Td. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. R2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in .Amman Td. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


CHURCHES 

| St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcifieh. Td. 810740 
.Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the .Annunciation 
Td. 637440. 

De la SaDc Church Td. 66 1 757, 
Terra Sun eta Church Td. 
622366 

.Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteivohgy 
Skies will be partly cloudy with a 
chance of scattered showers and 
winds southeasterly moderate. In 
.Aqaba, winds will be southerly 
moderate and seas rough. 


Aqaba 24 percent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mzawi _..8947S8 

Dt Khaled Abdo .657129 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 759200 

Dr. Khaled Ma'ddi 661144 

Flras pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy’ — 637055 
Al Salam pharmacy .....636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -..637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy .-..623672 

Nnjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneb 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dn Samir Al Lawzi — 989601 
KhaEfeh pharmacy 985417 


MinL/Max. Temperatures 

.Amman 06/17 

Aqaba 11/25 

Draw* J&l* 

Jordan VaSe? 102 3 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 17. Aqaba 25 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 22 per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 
Civil Dtfence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

GvD Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 621 1 II. 
637777-. 

FireBtfgsae^.. M71CH 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pofice 896390 


Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints - .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — — — 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints - .7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory asastance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 77 3 f 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0 1 00 

Jordan EJedridty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

-.636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 

53200 


AFMuasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreen 

777101/3 

AI-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

— 1 09 >983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, ..644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, ,._64244l/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

MaBns, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmetsatd 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 
University Hospital 845845 


......... (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al EGkma Modern Hospital 
(091990990 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
, _tQ2)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(07)77777*; 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
-..(03)314111 


Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where n should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

0 9US Riyadh, Dhahran (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

MfcOO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

10:05 .Beirut (RJ) 

KfcOS Muscat,' Dubai (RJ) 

10 JO Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 -London (RJ) 

16:40 Casablanca (RJ) 

17:35 Moscow (RJ) 

18:10 Athens (RJ) 

19ri)5 Abu Dhabi, Al ’Ain (RJ) 

1925 — Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 

l<fc55 Rome (RJ) 

22:00 Wahran (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 

huaz railway train 


0920 Aqaba I RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06z2O -Beirut (RJ) 

15. — .Moscow (RJ) 

10 -JO Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain tRJ) 
11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ j 
11:05 Amsttniaia Monacal. Turono |RJ] 

— Rome (RJi 

11:30 Wahran (RJ) 

12:10 -Paris i Rj) 

— London tRJ) 

12:20 -Athens (RJ) 

2&10 Cairo (RJ j 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (Rj) 

— LamacatRJt 

20:30 — -Jeddah (Rj) 

22rfH) Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 


Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 ajn. 
every Sunday 

Arr. .Amman 5:00 pan. every , 
Sunday 


Market 

VpperAtwer priee in fits per kg. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 


Other Flights 

11:00 Doha (Q7) 

12:40 Doha (GF) 

13 JO Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 .Shariqah | AH) 

15:15 Damascus (Q7) 

16:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

2<h35 Cairo (MS) 

21:40 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

01:30 -Amsterdam (KL) 


Other Flights 

““ btanbu UTK l 

07 Jb Beirut, London (B A) 

0^45 Beirut (ME) 

.......... Damascus r07) 

13|30 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

W~ 

--"-TeUmiLY} 

A ™mtimiKLi 

-Rome (AZi 


£PPk- 

Banana 550/550 

Banana (imported) 1000/900 
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r*™* 
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Home News 


Conference participants 
debate reasons for peace fears 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The slow but 
sure progression of the 
peace process has increas- 
ingly diminished the fear of 
war and violence in the 
region, leaving in its wake a 
“fear of peace.” But, what 
exactly are we afraid of? 

The question is the sub- 
ject of a two-day workshop 
hosted by the Royal Insti- 
tute for Inter-Faith Studies 
which brings together sev- 
enteen academics and intel- 
lectuals from the Arab 
World and Israel. 

The answers, it seems, 
may be much more subtle 
and personal than security, 
[territorial or natural 
resources considerations. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, during the workshop’s 
opening remarks, said that 
“the peace treaty forces us 
to meet new realities head 
on which had been 
obscured for some time.” 

“So many years after 
peace, one by-product of 
the peace treaty is that a 
new regional interdepen- 
dence is in the offing,” he 
said. “This has been made 
possible by the realisation 
that none of us can go it 
alone.” 

Israeli Ambassador to 
Jordan Shimon Shamir 
defined the “fear of peace” 
as “denoting the feeling 
that peace creates realities 
that threaten one or more 
collective basic needs: 
these may include dignity, 
self-image, core values, 
cultural norms, interpreta- 
tive systems, sense of secu- 


rity and sense of control ” 

These, he said, are “mind- 
set factors,” which, be they 
real or imagined, are often 
real in their consequences. 

“Compromise means con- 
cession,” he added. “Arabs 
or Israelis may fear that 
compromises they made 
weren’t necessary or that 
they reflect failures.” 

Peace has also been per- 
ceived as a challenge to 
identity, cultural heritage 
and self-image, the ambas- 
sador asserted, which is 
often accompanied by a 
perceived threat to religious 
isolationism. 

“[There is a worry] 
among some Jews that 
peace will bring with it 
assimilation into the non- 
Jewish [world], an ‘alien’ 
influence over the younger 
generation and mixed mar- 
riages,” he explained. 

Fear of peace is also relat- 
ed to Arab and Israeli self- 
image, and challenges to 
self-image constitute an 
attack on self-image. For 
example, he said: “Israelis 
have traditionally viewed 
themselves as ‘warriors’ or 
defenders.” 

“The image of Jews as 
victims who are now 
empowered is deeply 
ingrained [in the Israeli 
psyche], but now peace 
challenges this image,” he 
said. 

A representative from the 
Middle Bast Council of 
Churches asserted that 
changing ideas was the 
“major task” of the peace 
process. 

“The Israeli side has 
always been on the defen- 


sive,” said Dr. Harry 
Hagopian. ‘Their fear of 
peace was understandable.” 

In addition to obvious 
Israeli concerns about Arab 
intentions, he said, the 
peace process exposed divi- 
sions in Israeli society itself 
which were another cause 
of anxiety. 

“A recent poll of 125,000 
Israelis showed that 51 per 
cent of secular Jews fear a 
civil clash,” he said. “Fear 
came from looking in the 
mirror” 

“For many, the choice 
they believe they have to 
make is: peace and civil 
war or no peace and indefi- 
nite war,” he said. 

Yesterday's participants 
also included Dr. IQjalil 
Shikaki from the Centre of 
Palestine Research and 
Studies, Dr. Mohammad 
Sha’alan of Al Azhar Uni- 
versity in Cairo, Egyptian 
playwright and author Ali 
Salem, Dr. Marwan Dar- 
weisb. Director of the 
Israel/Palestine Centre for 
Research and Information 
in Jerusalem and Faleh Al 
TaweeJ, former Jordanian 
ambassador to Moscow. 

During a dinner held in 
honour of the workshop’s 
participants, Ctowd Prince 
Has san conveyed His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
blessings of the conference 
as a further practical step 
towards new areas of coop- 
eration, and stressed the 
need for education to con- 
solidate peace. 
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Publications Law and could 
be ordered closed and those 
responsible questioned if 
they violate this law. 

“How is it possible,” he 
then asked, “that these 
newspapers are still being 
printed although they regu- 
larly publish my articles, 
which the prosecution 
charges are slanderous?” 

Journalist Abu Ruman, 
who is accused of verbal 
slander, told the court that 
his former statement in front 
of the military prosecutor 
was not entirely accurate. 

“Several things that I said 
were either missing or not 
included in my testimony by 
the prosecution,” Mr. Abu 
Ruman said. T testified 
without the presence of a 
lawyer.” 

He was reportedly 
detained for 66 days. 

“I wrote an unpublished 
opinion regarding the gov- 
ernment decision to lift the 
bread subsidy and it is for 
this that I am being tried,” 
Mr. Abu Ruman said. 

“The piece I wrote did not 
include any word or refer- 
ence which could [be inter- 
preted to] slander the King 
and I kept it locked in my 


propagating material which 
harms national unity and 
relations between Jordan 
and Palestine, sows sectari- 
anism and ethnidsm, insti- 
gates violence, terror and 
hatred, and undermines 
national unity. 

At the end of the court ses- 
sion, Military Prosecutor 
Ahmad Harran asked the 
court for time to read the 
two defence statements and 
discuss it with the defen- 
dants. 

The court tribunal agreed 
and set Feb. 24 as the new 
date to hear the case. 

Following the conclusion 
of the case, Defence Attor- 
ney Faisal Batayneh told 
reporters that he is planning 
to subpoena six witnesses 
for the defence. 

They are: former prime 
minister and Deputy Taher 
Masri, Deputy Toujan 
Faisal, former ministers of 
information Ibrahim Izzidin 
and Hani Khasawneh, Edi- 
tor of the weekly tabloid Al 
Bilad Jihad Momani and 
Editor of the weekly tabloid 
Al Hadath Nidal Mansour. 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — “The Talis- 
man,” a novel by Sir Wal- 
ter Scott, set in 12th centu- 
ry Cordoba, was with- 
drawn from the reading 
material for undergraduate 
students at the University 
of Jordan after an Islamic 
organisation decried the 
novel as blasphemous. 

In a letter addressed to 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other 
government officials, the 
Council of Islamic Organi- 
sations and Societies in 
Jordan (CIOSJ) com- 
plained that the novel, 
introduced by a visiting 
professor, “tarnished 
Islamic history and slan- 
dered the Prophet Moham- 
mad." 

“The book includes 
statements which describe 
die Prophet Mohammad as 
dirty, bloody and lustful," 
The CIOSJ letter said. 


Head of the English 
Department Louis 

Mukatash told the Jordan 
Tunes that the professor, 
who is visiting the country 
for four months, used the 
book without the depart- 
ment’s knowledge. 

“The book was used in 
two lectures and, as soon 
as we learned about it, we 
officially asked the profes- 
sor to cease using it,” Dr. 
Mukatash said. 

He added that the profes- 
sor was informed, previous 
to his arrival in the King- 
dom, of the books and nov- 
els he was to teach. 

“He chose to use the 
book on his own, but 
immediately withdrew the 
book in compliance with 
our request," Dr. Mukatash 
said. 

Secretary General of the 
CIOSJ Abdul Latif Subeihi 
said that many students 
contacted the council, 
complaining about the 
book. 


“Many of these students 
informed us that the pro- 
fessor tried to enforce the 
reading of the literature 
and threatened them with 
failing the course if they 
refused,” Mr. Subeihi said. 

However, these allega- 
tions were immediately 
denied by the English 
department officials and 
some students who were 
enrolled in the course. 

“We read and discussed 
the book in one or two lec- 
tures, then the professor 
informed us that he was 
going to discontinue the 
tome,” one English litera- 
ture student said. 

The novel, “Talisman" 
was written in 1825. 

Sir Walter Scott, was a 
Scottish novelist, poet, his- 
torian, and biographer who 
has been considered as a 
forerunner of the historical 
novel and the first British 
novelist to become a noted 
public figure. 


Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, February 20-21, 1997 
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Zairean army indifferent 


to U.N. 5-point peace plan 


KISANGANI, Zaire, (AFP) — Zairean officials said 
Wednesday that a five-point peace plan adopted by the U.N. 
Security Council would have no effect on military opera- 
tions against mainly Tutsi rebels in eastern Zaire. 

“Negotiating with the rebels is out of the question, of 
course," one official stated in Kisangani, a major town 
which has become a military base for a counter-offensive 
against Laurent-Desire Kabila's rebel alliance. 

“The U.N. Security Council also failed clearly to name 
the aggressors and simply called for the withdrawal of for- 
eign troops." the official added. “That is not enough." 

The Kinshasa government accuses neighbouring Uganda 
and Rwanda and, to a lesser e>itent: Burundi of backing the 
rebels, who have seized bey towns and a large pan of the 
east of the country since October. 

A military source here said that further air raids against 
rebel rargets were planned after an attack Monday against 
Bukavu in South Kivu province, which killed 11 civilians 
and wounded almost 40 others, according to a toll from aid 
workers. 

A major objective for bombing missions would be the 
town of Bunia, 600 kilometres east of Kinsangani, close to 
the Ugandan border, the source added. 

The government in Kinshasa has declared that other raids, 
apart from the attack on Bukavu. took place Monday and 
Tuesday, but there has been no independent confirmation of 
this claim. 

On Wednesday, the three Aerraachi fighter-bombers 
based at the international airport here carried out several 
sorties, some at very low altitude, witnesses said. 

A convoy of five large lorries left Kisangani Tuesday 
afternoon, full of Zairean soldiers and weaponry heading 
towards Lubutu to the southeast. Two European mercenar- 
ies were seen aboard each of the lorries. 

The government has said it will launch a crushing 
counter-offensive against the rebels, with the help of hun- 
dreds of foreign mercenaries, who notably include Serbs. 

One group of mercenaries operating out of Kisangani 
Tuesday went to Gbadolite. the northern Zairean town where 
President Mobutu Sese Seko resides, an informed source said. 

The U.N. peace plan was adopted by the Security Council 
Tuesday on an urgent request from U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. It was drawn up by the special envoy to the 
Great Lakes region. Mohammad Sahnoun. 

Zairean Deputy Prime Minister Gerard Kamanda Wa 
Kamanda criticised the plan, saying it failed to condemn 
alleged aggression by Rwanda and Uganda or provide for a 
withdrawal of their troops. 

Western diplomats said earlier that the Zairean govern- 
ment had signed on to the five-point peace plan, which calls 
for an immediate end to fighting and the withdrawal of “all 


foreign forces, including mercenaries." 

“If there is no evacuation of foreign troops, that means 
they have not ceased their hostilities" Mr. Kamanda said, 
adding: “It is a game of cat and mouse that favours our 
aggressors and which must end." 

He said that Kinshasa wanted the Security Council to 
meet urgently and examine in depth a complaint it had filed 
against the two countries. 

The plan provides for: 

— “An immediate cessation of hostilities, 

— "withdrawal of all foreign forces, including mercenar- 
ies. 

— “reaffirmation of respect for the national sovereignty 
and the territorial integrity of Zaire, and other states of the 
Great Lakes region. 

— "protection and security for all refugees and displaced 
persons, and facilitation of access to humanitarian organi- 
sations (some 400,000 Hutu refugees from Rwanda’s ethnic 
civil war of 1994 are still estimated to be in eastern Zaire), 

— “rapid and peaceful settlement of the crisis through 
dialogue, the electoral process and the convening of an 
international conference on peace, security and develop- 
ment in the Great Lakes region." 

On Wednesday, Mr. Kamanda went into talks with five 
African foreign ministers who arrived in Kinshasa on a mis- 
sion to help mediate a settlement to the crisis. 

Meanwhile, South African President Nelson Mandela 
began meetings in Cape Town Wednesday with leaders of 
Botswana. Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Uganda on how to 
defuse the increasing conflicts in southern and central 
Africa. 

The mini-summit, scheduled for at least two meetings, is 
a follow up to Mr. Mandela's lightning tour of the region 
last week to muster support for political intervention in 
regional conflicts. 

A government official, who asked not to be identified, 
said Mr. Mandela would seek to bolster a regional peace 
drive in the Great Lakes region around Zaire, Rwanda and 
Burundi, as well as a parallel peace mission in nearby 
Lesotho and Swaziland. 

"There are several initiatives underway in Africa at the 
moment, but they are all heading in one direction and they 
are in line with the president’s concern for an African 
response to African problems." the official said. 

Presidential spokeswoman Priscilla Naidoo said President 
Quett Masire of Botswana and President Joachim Chissano 
of Mozambique arrived first at Mr. Mandela’s Tuynhuys 
office alongside parliament. 

She said President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe sent a 
message that his flight was delayed and President Yoweri 
Museveni of Uganda was expected to arrive later. 


Albanian president woos 
support of angry investors 


ted supportert-idi thfc capital .. 
of Tirana Saturday and then 
moved to Lushnje, which 
was rocked by riots last 
month. 

Mr. Barisha, elected by 
parliament to a five-year 
term in 1992, told reporters 
he would visit the other 
southern trouble spots — 
Fier and Vlore — soon for 
similar meetings. 

He has steadfastly said 
that the government would 
not pay compensation for 
some $1 billion to $2 billion 
lost in five collapsed Pyra- 
mid schemes in January. 

But in Lushnje he trotted 
out a string of promises to 
try to woo support, from 
declaring the region a free 
trade zone to speeding pri- 
vatisation of telecommuni- 
cations. industry and petrol. 

He even promised to help 
out the local soccer team, 
drawing huge applause 
from the audience. The Lu- 
shnje Club was sponsored 
by Pellumb Xhaferri. the 
detained top manager of one 
of the collapsed Pyramid 
schemes. 

Most striking, he declared 
that he was removing all 
taxes for two years for resi- 
dents in the area to help 
them recover after losing 
large sums of money to the 


[Pyramid schemes. .■>> 

“I ordered the finance 
minister to lift taxes for two 
years in Lushnje to help 
farmers and citizens out of 
this crisis,” he said. 

Mr. Berisha entered the 
local theatre to applause and 
chants of “Sali Berisha” but 
he was booed by a number 
of onlookers in the streets 
when he left 90 minutes 
later. A rock was hurled at 
his car as he drove off. one 
eyewitness said. 

Police imposed heavy se- 
curity for his visit. Plain- 
clothes police swarmed 
over the town centre. 
Armed guards were perched 
on rooftops overlooking the 
main square and police told 
drivers they could not park 
nearby. 

Facing a month of nation- 
wide riots and protests. Mr. 
Berisha appealed for people 
to remember what Albania 
was like just five years ago 
after 45 years under a ruth- 
less Stalinist regime, isolat- 
ed from almost all other 
countries, until 1990. 

"I understand we are talk- 
ing about big losses. But do 
not forget what your lives 
were like five years ago. 
Now you are four times bet- 
ter than you were then," he 
said. 


Amnesty: Hundreds killed in Rwanda 


*» f h TIRANA- <flR) — Albanian. 

: President Sali Berisha has 
launched a charm offensive 
to win back popular support 
from angry investors who 
lost heavily in fraudulent 
Pyramid schemes. 

Europe's poorest country 
has been swept by protests 
and riots for the past month 
after tens of thousands of 
investors lost large sums of 
money in the failed get- 
rich-quick schemes. 

The ruling free-market 
democrats have been 
blamed by many investors 
for failing to regulate the 
schemes and for failing to 
warn investors, who are 
new to capitalism, of the 
risks. 

After lying low for weeks, 
Mr. Berisha launched his 
campaign to win back sup- 
port. admitting that he made 
mistakes but calling on 
investors to take their share 
of the blame for gambling 
on the dubious schemes. 

“I came to you to admit 
errors and mistakes by the 
ruling government, the party 
and by me.” he said in the 
southern town of Lushnje 
Tuesday. “But I am open 
and 1 can tell you the people 
are also to blame.” 

He started addressing the 
meetings of carefully selec- 


NAIROBI (R) — Amnesty 
International said Wednes- 
day it estimated hundreds of 
people have been killed in 
Rwanda so far this year. 

The London-based Hu- 
man Rights Group reported 
an increase in unlawful exe- 
cutions by the Rwanda Pat- 
riotic Army (RPA) especial- 
ly in the context of reprisal 
operations after attacks. 

It also reported killings by 
armed groups believed to be 
Hutu former soldiers of the 
Rwandan Army and Inter- 
ahumwe militiamen who 
had a leading role in Rwan- 
das genocide in 1994. 

It said Tutsi civilians were 
also killing Hutu civilians. 

“There have been killings 
in Rwanda on an almost 
daily basis, especially in the 
northern and western re- 
gions. and several hundred 
people are estimated to have 
been killed since the begin- 
ning of the year,” an Am- 
nesty team said on its return 
from Rwanda. 

It added that most killings 
were of unarmed civilians 


including young children 
and called on the govern- 
ment to take measures to 
prevent acts of extreme vio- 
lence becoming a fact of 
daily life. 

"The government should 
exercise control over its 
own security forces and 
ensure officials involved in 
human rights violations are 
suspended from their duties 
and brought to justice," 
Amnesty International said. 

“Rwandas government 
cannot be held accountable 
for the actions of the armed 
opposition however it has a 
responsibility to ensure 
there are no reprisal killings 
by its own forces." it said. 

Amnesty noted the north- 
western region of Ruhen- 
geri was particularly hir by 
the upsurge in human rights 
abuses since the return of 
more than a million Hutus 
from Tanzania and Zaire. 

It reported for example 
that at least 20 Tutsi civil- 
ians were killed on Jan. 25 
at Kinigi by armed men 
believed to have been for- 


mer soldiers of the Rwan- 
dan army of militiamen. 

The next day at least 140 
people were killed in what is 
believed to have been a 
reprisal attack by Tutsi civil- 
ians in the presence of RPA 
soldiers who apparently did 
nothing to protect victims. 

Amnesty said scores of 
unarmed civilians were re- 
portedly killed by RPA sol- 
diers during searches follo- 
wing the killings of three 
Spanish aid workers in Ru- 
hengeri town on Jan. IS. 

It said several former 
members of the Rwandan 
army who returned from 
Zaire were killed in some 
coses iix detention. 

The Amnesty delegates 
said fear was tangible with 
people terrified to speak out 
and afraid to travel in cer- 
tain regions. 

They said the killing of 
five U.N. human rights wor- 
kers in the southwest on 
feb. 4 prevented internatio- 
nal and local agencies car- 
rying out independent 
investigations into abuses. 


Karen rebels 
surrender 
weapons to 
Burma army 

MYAWADI, Burma (R) — 
Burmese army officers said 
Wednesday about 400 Ka- 
ren National Union (KNU) 
guerrillas surrendered their 
weapons to Burmese 
troops bur the KNIT disput- 
ed the number, saying only 
70 were involved. 

The Burmese officers 
told reporters the guerrillas 
handed over 280 rifles and 
15 mortars at this border 
town and dispersed without 
being detained. 

“They did not surrender 
but merely gave us the arms 
because they were fed up 
with fighting," a Burmese 
officer said. 

A KNU spokesman said 
the guerrillas who surren- 
dered weapons numbered 
only about 70 and had quit 
the KNU because they had 
committed crimes. 

“Yes, there are some 70 
of the guerrillas who com- 
mitted adultery and others 
wrongs who know that they 
cannot stay with us and 
have defected to Burma," 
KNU spokesman Ner Dah 
told Reuters by telephone. 

The latest development 
follows reports from some 
senior sources within the 
KNU of policy differences 
between hardline KNLT lea- 
der General Bo Mya and 
moderate Vice-President 
Swe Seing over how to 
deal with the military gov- 
ernment in Rangoon. 

Mr. Swe Seing wants to 
soften the KNU’s stance 
against Rangoon and start 
negotiations for peace with 
Burma, the sources said. 

The KNU was formed in 
1 948 to fight for greater au- 
tonomy from Rangoon and 
is one of the few rebel fac- 
tions that continues to fight 
against the Burmese mili- 
tary government 

Mahn Sha. a confidante 
of Gen. Bo Mya, said the 
KNU still commanded 
more than 15.000 guerrillas 
and continued to fight 
against Burmese troops. 

“All the soldiers are still 
under the single command 
of General Bo Mya, there 
is no differences in policy 
or rift in the KNU,” Mr. 
Mahn Sha added. 

He cited field repons 
from KNU guerrillas oper- 
ating inside Burma that 
they were locked in fight- 
ing with Burmese troops. 



U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Bill Richardson (left) meets with United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan during Mr. Richardson s first day of work at 
U.N. Headquarters in New York City. Mr. Richardson takes over the job from 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (Reuter photo) 

New U.S. envoy to U.N. takes up post 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The new United States U.N. 
ambassador. Bill Richard- 
son. presented his creden- 
tials Tuesday to Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan and af- 
firmed Washington's com- 
mitment to the ideals of the 
United Nations. 

“On behalf of President 
Bill Clinton, on behalf of 
Secretary (of State Made- 
leine) Albright, it is an hon- 
our for me" to present my 
credentials to you,“he told 
Mr. Annan, who took over 
as secretary-general on Jan. 
I. 

“Let me state that the 
United States reaffirms its 
very strong commitment to 
the charter of the United 
Nations, to the goals of the 
United Nations — interna- 
tional peace and security, 
human rights, economic and 
social development," Mr. 
Richardson said. 

Commending Mr. Annan 
“for the excellent start that 
you have made here at the 
United Nations.~the 49- 
year-old former Democratic 
Congressman from New 


JOHNSON SPACE CEN- 
TRE, Texas (R) — The 
crew of the space shuule 
Discovery released the 
Hubble space telescope 
Wednesday after a S350 
million refurbishment that 
left it with better eyes to 
probe the universe. 

The four-story silver tele- 
scope. with golden wings of 
solar cells, flew free of 
Discovery’s robot arm at 
1:41 a.rn. est (0641 GMT) 
as the two craft soared 625 
kilometres up approaching 
the West Coast of Africa. 

Hubble “is free to study 
the stars." radioed shuttle 
Commander Ken Bower- 
sox. 

.Astronaut Steve Hawley 
had used the 50-foot (15 
metre)- long mechanical 

limb to raise Hubble from 
its dry dock in the shuttle's 
cargo bay. where astronauts 
had spent about 33 hours 
outside upgrading its ageing 
instruments and compo- 
nents. 


Mexico also stressed the 
importance the United 
States attached to the world 
organisation. 

Shortly afterwards. Mr. 
Richardson, a former Cong- 
ressman from New Mexico, 
met China’s U.N. delega- 
tion, the first of many he 
will visit. True to form, he 
evidently told a joke which 
caused Ambassador Qin 
Huasun to break out in loud 
laughter. 

Applying a politician’s 
touch he toured the U.N. 
cafeteria, shaking hands and 
introducing himself to star- 
tled but pleased U.N. emp- 
loyees, unused to such a 
gesture from American en- 
voys or those from any 
other country. “We care 
about all U.N. employees, 
not just the ambassadors 
and the high-level peo- 
ple."he said. 

“1 went into the cafeteria 
to shake hands with all em- 
ployees to symbolise that 
there is a new era between 
the United States and Uni- 
ted Nations." 

Mr. Richardson, who 


The 45-vear-oId former 
astronomer and astrophysi- 
cist. who used the arm in 
1990 to place the telescope 
in orbit for the first time, 
returned to the Astronaut 
Corps for this mission. 

Discovery left the tele- 
scope orbiting 15 kilome- 
tres higher. Four boosts 
with the shuttle’s precision 
manoeuvring jets had 
nudged the telescope’s alti- 
tude to 625 kilometres. 

During the shuttle's ser- 
vice call, two teams of 
space walking astronauts 
made five spacewalks to fit 
the $2 billion orbiting ob- 
servatory with an improved 
light-splitting spectrograph 
to seek out black holes and 
an infrared camera capable 
of peering through veils of 
dust. 

They also dabbled in elec- 
tronic brain surgery, ins- 
talling a new control box for 
the telescope's solar arrays 
and a relay system for its 
computers. 


gained a reputation as a dip- 
lomatic trouble-shooter 
while still a congressman, 
succeeds Madeleine Al- 
bright. now the secretary of 
state. 

Mr. Annan, who visited 
the White House and the 
U.S. Congress last month, 
asked Mr. Richardson to 
convey his best wishes to 
President Clinton. 

‘The United Nations 
needs U.S. leadership, but 
the U.S. also needs the Uni- 
ted Nations,”he said, sound- 
ing an oft-repeated theme. 

“We look forward to wor- 
king with you and rhe (U.S.) 
administration and ensuring 
that the U.S. is firmly back 
in the fold, with the ques- 
tion of arrears behind us as 
we move ahead in strength- 
ening and reshaping this 
organisation. Welcome 
aboard “ 

Mr. Arman was alluding to 
the twin issues of U.N. re- 
form. which Washington 
has long demanded, and 
U.S. payment of long-stan- 
ding U.N. arrears. 


The telescope’s peeled, 
sunburned skin called for 
some unexpected repairs. A 
fifth spacewalk was added 
to the mission to patch up 
the tears in the observato- 
ry's reflective foil skin, 
which protects it from the 
extreme temperatures in 
orbiL 

“From my viewpoint, we 
did more than we set out to 
do." John Campbell, a Hub- 
ble manager at the Goddard 
Space Right Centre said. 
“I’d say we're 1 10 per cent 
successful.” 

A shuttle crew will return to 
the telescope in December 
1999 to install another new 
instrument, replace its elec- 
tricity-generating solar pan- 
els and better patch up its tat- 
tered thermal insulation. 

Astronomers hope regular 
service calls will keep Hub- 
ble operating until 2005. 

Discovery was due to 
make a rare nighttime land- 
ing Friday at Florida's 
Kennedy Space Centre. 


Croatia 
rejects 
tribunal 
request for 
evidence 

ZAGREB (R) — Croatia 
has rejected a request by 
the U.N. war crimes tri- 
bunal (ICTY) to hand over 
evidence relating to the 
case of a Bosnian Croat 
general the court has in its 
custody, state media repon- 
ed. 

The ICTY told Croatian 
Defence Minister Gojko 
Susak last Friday that if 
Croatia failed to rum over 
certain documentary evi- 
dence in the case of Ge- 
neral Tihomir Blaskic 
Feb. 19. he would be called™ 
before the court to explain. 

‘The government of 
Croatia considers the order 
issued by the tribunal to the 
Republic of Croatia and its 
state official to be inappro- 
priate,” the government 
said in a statement carried 
by the Croat news agency 
(HINA). 

It said the request was not 
based on the tribunal’s 
statute and the rules of pro- 
cedure and evidence nor on 
relevant provisions of 
international law. 

Mr. Blaskic, former com- 
mander of the Bosnian 
Croat militia force (HVO), 
was indicted in connection 
with atrocities against 
Muslim civilians in central 
Bosnia in 1993 during a 
year-long Muslim-Croat 
war. 

He handed himself over 
voluntarily to the tribunal 
last April and is due to be 
tried in the next few 
months. 

Last month, the ICTY 
subpoenaed Croatia and 
Bosnia to produce more 
evidence ..in the Blaskic 
..case or explain anyTailure 
to do so before a judge at 
the Hague on Feb. 14. 

Croatia refused to do so, 
saying the court had no 
authority to direct subpoe- 
nas to sovereign states or to 
individuals. 

The court asked Croatia 
for 13 groups of evidence 
including Mr. Blaskic's 
notes sent to the Croatian 
Defence Ministry, orders 
he received from Mate 
Boban, former head of the 
Bosnian Croat separatist 
entity Herceg-Bosnia, and 
the ministry’s records on 
arms supplies to Bosnian 
Croat forces. 

“Like any other sover- 
eign state the Republic of 
Croatia reserves the right to 
observe the interests of its 
national security when 
assisting the tribunal," the 
Croatian government said 
in a letter to the court last 
Thursday. 

“This is an outrage. The 
court is trying to save face 
because it doesn't hold 
enough evidence for 
Blaskic and is nervous 
about it.” a senior Croatian 
government official who 
asked not to be named told 
Reuters. 


Italy’s ex-Communists mull 
reforms at party congress 


Crew sets Hubble free from shuttle 


ROME (R) — At a party 
congress six years ago, Ita- 
ly’s Democratic Party of the 
Left (PDS) ditched commu- 
nism to woo moderate vot- 
ers and get into govern- 
ment. 

The strategy paid off and 
the PDS, now the biggest 
party in Italy's nine-month- 
old centre-left coalition, ga- 
thers again this week to 
work out where to go from 
here. 

Massimo D'Alema, the 
PDS leader who is certain to 
be reelected since he is stan- 
ding unopposed, warns to 
transform his party still fur- 
ther into a broad social de- 
mocratic force to consolidate 
its power in Italian politics. 

Unlike in 1991, the four- 
day congress which opens 
Thursday is not yet ready to 
come up with a new name 
and logo. But reform of the 
party and of Italy is high on 
its agenda. 

“I think the impulse to- 
wards reforms will certainly 
be part of our congress.” 
Cesare Salvi. PDS leader in 
the Senate (upper house). 


told reporters this week. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Walter Veltroni kicks off the 
congress Thursday in the 
heart of a southern Rome 
suburb conceived by fascist 
dictator Benito Mussolini, 
and the opening session will 
be given over to debate of 
the left and its role in gov- 
ernment 

The PDS. heir to the once- 
mighty Italian Communist 
Party (PCI), won just over 21 
per cent of the vote in last 
April’s general election, pro- 
pelling the left into power 
after decades in which 
"Reds” were deemed too ris- 
ky to join the establishment. 

The PDS’s power is pivotal 
to Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi's government — when 
Mr. D'Alema paid a visit on 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl the day before an Italo- 
German summit recently, 
many were convinced it 
proved that he, not Mr. Prodi, 
wears the trousers. 

But the party, despite its 
transformation from ham- 
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Croatia’s two leading 
independent weeklies pub- 
lished Tuesday also „ 
expressed outrage at the tri*^ 
bunal’s demand. 

The Croatian weekly 
Globus published a poll 
which said 43.4 per cent of 
those interviewed thought 
Croatia should not comply 
with the order and turn 
over the requested docu- 
ments possessed by its 
Defence Ministry. 

The court has indicted 
more than 70 Serbs, 
Muslims and Croats for 
crimes committed in ethnic 
fighting following the 1991 
breakup of Yugoslavia. It 
nas seven suspects in cus- 
tody. 

Croatia passed a special 
law on cooperation with 
the Hague tribunal last . 
spring but it has not yet 
extradited any Croat J 
indictees. It said they were^ 
nor on Croatian territory,, 
despite repnrrs some of 
them were spotted in the 
country. 
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Chinese police man a roadblock near the Sooth Korean consular office compound in Beijing where high-level 
North Korean defector Hwang Jang-Yop is taken refuge Wednesday. Talks to try to resolve the fate of Mr. Hwang 
entered an eighth day Wednesday amid signs the North may let him go (Renter photo) 


■ ill-: i 
HIN 


W ifci. 


Iranian minister to visit Pakistan 
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TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati is to visit Pakistan 
within the next few days in 
hopes of forging a consen- 
sus with the new govern- 
ment in Islamabad over 
Afghanistan, Iran's Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) said Wednesday. 

Mr. Velayati will be the 
first foreign minister to 
travel to Pakistan since 
Nawaz Sharif was sworn-in 
as prime minister Monday, 
and his visit is to take place 
either this weekend or early 
next week. IRNA said, cit- 
ing die Iranian ambassador 
in Islamabad. Mehdi Akhu- 
□dzadeh. 

The crisis in Afghanistan 
and joint efforts to solve it 
will be high on the agenda 
of the ralks between the two 
main power brokers in the 
war-torn country, the am- 
-^bassadorsaid.^- j — 

'■■Tehran : and ■■ Islamabad v 
have been ar odds over the 
political developments in 
Afghanistan. Pakistan has 
cordial relations with the 
Taliban Islamic militia and 
Iran supports the anti-Tali- 
ban alliance formed around 
former Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

The Iranians however ap- 
pear to be encouraged with 
the coming to power of Mr. 
Sharif, who they expect to 
adopt a more balanced poli- 
cy in Afghanistan. 

“VeJayau’s visit to Pakis- 
tan is a sign of better ties 
between the two countries 
after the political changes in 
that country,” said Mr. 
Akbundzadeh, who held 
talks with Mr. Sharif before 


the Feb. 3 general elections 
in Pakistan. 

“The diplomatic circles in 
Islamabad have welcomed 
Mr. Sharif’s positions on 
domestic and regional is- 
sues.” he added. “If the new 
government wants to create 
economic stability in 
Pakistan it has to go ahead 
to remove political and 
regional tensions.” 

Iran has held rwo regional 
peace conferences on Af- 
ghanistan in recent months, 
but Pakistan has either boy- 
cotted them or attended at 
low levels. 

Meanwhile, Afghan oppo- 
sition faction jets have 
bombed Qalai Naw. the Ta- 
leban-controlled capital of 
western Badghis province, a 
senior Taleban spokesman 
told journalists in Kabul 
Tuesday. 

“There has been a heavy 
-bombardment for three days - 
land it is continuing,”-. Mul- 
lah Amir Khan Muttaqi, the 
Taleban acting minister of 
information and culture 
said. 

The jets were believed to 
belong to the ageing fleet of 
Russian-made aircraft of 
northern warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum 
whose ethic Uzbek infantry 
are challenging the Taleban 
on the ground in Badghis. 

Mr. Muttaqi denied there 
were any casualties from 
these air raids, whereas a 
recent report monitored 
from Iran stated 150 injured 
and dead had been trans- 
ferred from Qalai Naw to 
neighbouring Herat City. 

Due to the remoteness and 
relative inaccessability of 


Badghis, information has 
always been sketchy about 
that battle-front. 

Unconfirmed reports from 
Iran, and travellers reaching 
Kabul from the north of 
Afghanistan, suggest that 
Gen. Dostum’s forces have 
made some territorial gains 
against the Taleban. 

The Taleban and Dostum 
forces control about an 
equal half of Badghis pro- 
vince, which is characte- 
rised by an inhospitable 
Terrain and harsh winter 
conditions. 

Badghis is famous for its 
pistachio, and nomadic Tur- 
komen tribes who produce 
exquisitely hand-crafted 
carpets. 

Gen. Dostum is in alliance 
- with the ex-government 
forces, which the Taleban 
forced out of Kabul on Sep. 
27. 

Ahmad Shah Masood,-the 
top ‘ commander of busted 
Afghan President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani, has recent- 
ly suffered a major military 
setback north of Kabul, and 
was forced to retreat — for 
the second time — into his 
native Panjshir Valley. 

If Gen. Dostum is suc- 
cessful in capturing Qalai 
naw the next logical target 
would be Herat to the south, 
a strategic city which not 
only controls the lucrative 
cross-border trade with Iran 
and Turkmenistan, but also 
road access to Kandahar. 

Kandahar in southern 
Afghanistan is the Taleban’s 
true capital and the unoffi- 
cial centre of their govern- 
ment. 


Moscow gives cautious welcome 
to idea of NATO-Russia brigade 
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MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia gave a cautious wel- 
come to the United States' 
idea of a joint NATO-Rus- 
sian peacekeeping brigade 
Wednesday, while caution- 
ing that it had liale informa- 
tion on the proposal. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Nikolai Afanasyevsky told 
Interfax News Agency that 
the Foreign Ministry “knew 
nothing" about the proposal 
made in Brussels Tuesday 
by Secretary' of State Ma- 
deleine Albright, beyond 
what had been reported by 
the media. 

However, he called on 
Mrs. Albright to detail her 
proposal during her visit to 
Moscow which starts 
Thursday. “This would be 
interesting to us,” he said. 

Mrs. Albright is expected 


to meet with President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin and Foreign Mi- 
nister Yevgeny Primakov 
during her two-day trip. 

An unnamed high-ranking 
officer at Russia’s general 
staff told Interfax that Rus- 
sia was ready to consider 
forming a joint brigade but 
“it’s necessary to properly 
define the conditions." 

If the brigade had no 
clearly defined function, “to 
protect Europe from we 
don’t know who,” then 
Moscow would not be inter- 
ested, he said. 

“It is not necessary to cre- 
ate a separate Russia-NATO 
brigade,” he said. 

“The question of includ- 
ing Russian units in the Eu- 
ropean corps currently un- 
der creation could be con- 
sidered,” he added. 


Mrs. Albright proposed 
the creation of a new 
NATO-Russia brigade as 
part of a package designed 
to overcome Moscow’s op- 
position to the enlargement 
of the alliance. 

Mrs. Albright called for 
the creation of a NATO- 
Russia joint council to pro- 
mote “regular dialogue on 
major security issues.” 

She said Russia should be 
invited to a summit planned 
for Madrid in July, which is 
due to issue invitations to 
the first Eastern European 
states to begin membership 
negotiations. 

Russia opposes any ex- 
pansion of NATO and is de- 
manding legally binding se- 
curity guarantees from the 
alliance to assure its securi- 
ty- 


7 killed in attacks in Tajikistan 


DUSHANBE (R) — Gun- 
men have killed seven peo- 
ple. including a Russian ser- 
viceman and two ethnic 
Russians employed by the 
U.S. embassy, in a spate of 
attacks in the Tajik capital 
Dushanbe, a government, 
official said Wednesday. 

An Interior Ministry 
spokesman said an ethnic 
Russian had succumbed 
Wednesday morning to gun- 
shot wounds. Six other peo- 
ple had already died as a 
result of the attacks Tues- 
day night in various resi- 
dential areas in the west of 


the city. 

The attacks were the latest 
to rock the Central Asian 
state which remains tense 
after a four-year civil war 
and where dozens of Rus- 
sian servicemen and civil- 
ians have been killed or 
wounded this year. 

“We view all the killings 
as pan of one outrageous 
act of terrorism,” the min- 
istry spokesman said. 

The latest killings oc- 
curred one day after a two- 
week hostage crisis ended 
in the release by a rebel 
group of its Western and 


Russian hostages but high- 
lighted the instability of 
Tajikistan, which borders 
China and Afghanistan. 

The spokesman said the 
seven killed in Tuesday's 
attacks included a 46-year- 
old lieutenant-colonel serv- 
ing with Russian border 
troops deployed in Tajikis- 
tan, which Moscow regards 
as a bulwark against Islamic 
fundamentalism on its 
southern flank. 

About 20.000 Russians 
serve as peacekeepers in 
Tajikistan and guard the 
frontier with Afghanistan. 


Peru 
mudslide 
kills 33; at 
least 100 
missing 

LIMA (R) — At least 33 
people were killed and 
more than 100 were miss- 
ing when an Andean 
mountainside collapsed 
Tuesday in southeastern 
Peru, sending a wall of 
mud into two villages, des- 
troying them, authorities 
said. 

“We have recovered 33 
bodies at this point. That is 
confirmed,” Luis Barra Pa- 
checo, mayor of the re- 
gion’s capital, Abancay, 
told Reuters. “Under the 
mud -there are~at“lrast - 1 p0 
people.”--- , 

Darkness, heavy fog and 
further small landslides in 
the area prompted rescuers 
to call off the search for 
more victims at about 5 
p.m esc (2200 GMT). 

Civil defence workers, 
police, firefighters and Pe- 
ruvian army units were sla- 
ted to resume search ef- 
forts at dawn, the mayor’s 
assistant, Julio Ocampo 
said. 

Officials and firefighters 
returning from the scene in 
Apurimac Department, 
some 4S0 kilometres 
southeast of Lima, said 
they had pulled dozens of 
bodies from the mud and 
had seen many mutilated 
corpses. 

“There were amis, heads, 
pieces of bodies sticking 
out of the mud,” firefighter 
Richard Rojas told Reuters 
by telephone after return- 
ing to Abancay. “We have 
tried to dig up the bodies 
using picks and shovels, 
but it’s been difficult.” 

Rescuers said the corpses 
had been battered and 
mutilated by rocks carried 
in the torrent of mud. 

The mudslide occurred at 
about 4 a.m. (0900 GMT), 
virtually burying the vil- 
lages of Ccocha and Puma- 
ranra, near Abancay, which 
were home to nearly 250 
people. 

“Two villages have total- 
ly disappeared,” Mr. Barra 
Pacheco said, adding an 
estimated 10 J million cu- 
bic feet (300,000 cubic 
metres) of mud slid off the 
mountain. 

Police said the villages 
had been evacuated prior 
to the mudslide after week- 
end flooding. But their re- 
fuge in a fold of the moun- 
tain just above the villages 
put them squarely in the 
path of the mud as it tum- 
bled down Monday. 

Area legislator Dennis 
Vargas Marin called on 
President Alberro Fujimori 
to declare a state of emer- 
gency. 

“As a congressman, I ask 
that the city of Abancay 
and its surrounding dis- 
tricts be declared in a state 
of emergency.” he told lo- 
cal radio. He estimated that 
up to 300 people may have 
disappeared and warned of 
more potential disasters if 
the seasonal torrential rains 
continued. 
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China confirms defection of 
Pyonyang ideologue voluntary 


BEIJING (Agencies) — China confirmed Wednesday that 
top-ranking North Korean defector Hwang Jang-Yop had 
sought asylum in the South Korean embassy here of his 
own free will, despite Pyongyang’s charges that he was kid- 
napped. 

The official Xinhua News Agency, citing Foreign 
Ministry officials, said Mr. Hwang had spent the night of 
Feb. 1 1 in the North Korean embassy in Beijing, while trav- 
elling back to Pyonyang after a trip’ to Japan. 

“He left there in the morning of the following day and 
entered into the embassy of the Republic of Korea (South 
Korea),” Xinhua said. 

Analysts here said the Chinese confirmation that Mr. 
Hwang’s defection was voluntary could signal a resolution 
that would allow for his imminent departure for South 
Korea. 

The Xinhua report was also broadcast on state-run televi- 
sion’s evening news, marking the first time the Chinese 
public at large has been informed of the situation. 

“The Chinese side does not want to see any new tension 
occur on the Korean peninsula because of this incident.” 
the report said. 

“h is hoped that the relevant parties will, with a calm and 
objective attitude, judge the nature of this incident and 
work to seek a proper solution to it, so as to help preserve 
the overall interests of peace and stability on the Korean 
peninsula,” it added. 

Mr. Hwang, the highest ranking Pyonyang official to 
defect since the end of the Korean War in 1953 has spent 
the past week holed up in the consular section of the South 
Korean mission. 

Chinese security forces placed a tight security cordon 
around the building following threats from Pyongyang that 
they would retaliate over Mr. Hwang’s “kidnapping." 

South Korea said Wednesday it had failed to break a 
deadlock in talks with China over the fate of Mr. Hwang, 
despite signs that Pyongyang had softened its stance. 

Separately. South Korea’s ruling party chairman said 
Seoul must re-think its unification policy towards the 
North. Lee Hong-Koo of the New Korea Party said food . 
shortages and economic woes were driving the North into a 
final crisis. 

He said the defection by Mr. Hwang was pushing the 
North Korean leadership deeper into desperation. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman denied a Japanese news- 
paper report that China and South Korea had agreed that 
Mr. Hwang could leave Beijing for asylum in South Korea 
as early as this week. 

“Unfortunately, we have not made any real progress in 
our talks with China and it is too early to talk about when 
Hwang could leave Beijing,” spokesman Lee Kyu-Hyung 
told Reuters. 


Another Foreign Ministry official, who asked not to be 
identified, said: “He is not likely to leave within a few days. 
It could be weeks before Hwang can secure his departure.” 

Japan's Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper reported that Seoul 
and Beijing had “basically agreed to transfer Hwang” to 
South Korea. 

“The Yomiuri report is not true," the spokesman said. 
“Our talks with China are still at an initial stage." 

Mr. Hwang has taken refuge at the heavily -guarded South 
Korean consular office in Beijing for eight days. 

Foreign Ministry officials said Mr. Hwang's fate could be 
decided only between Seoul and Beijing, while China 
maintained it was desirable that Mr. Hwang's ease be 
. resolved through dialogue between North and South Korea 

Signs have emerged that North Korea might be ready to 
give up the fight to recover Mr. Hwang, possibly as a result 
of mediation by Beijing to end the cold war crisis in its 
backyard. 

The softer tone was first set when Pyongyang’s Foreign 
Ministry said Monday it would dismiss Mr. Hwang if he 
defected. 

Japan’s economic daily Nihon Keizai Shimbun reported 
Wednesday that Kim Jong-U, head of North Korea's 
Overseas Economic Cooperation Committee, told a meet- 
ing with financial officials in China that Pyongyang had 
already dismissed Mr. Hwang. 

The newspaper quoted sources at the meeting as say ing 
that Kim Jong-U was asked if North Korea accepted Mr. 
Hwang’s defection. 

He replied: “That is what the government has decided. 
The matter is already closed. He has already been dis- 
missed.” 

Mr. Llee from Seoul's ruling party said Mr. Hwang must 
be granted political asylum in South Korea as he wished, 
but urged the South Korean media and citizens to be cau- 
tious and patient. 

He said Pyongyang's woes would remain a headache for 
Seoul. 

Apart from Mr. Hwang, many other North Koreans who 
had fled the North were waiting to defect to Smith Korea, 
he said. 

“Severe food shortages and economic difficulties are dri- 
ving the North Korean system to an irreversible final cri- 
sis,” Mr. Lee told parliament. "In view of North Korea's 
rapid breaking away from its orbit and its plunge, we must 
drastically review our unification policy." 

Mr. Lee said Seoul’s policy of seeking reunification of the 
Korean peninsula by treating the North as an equal partner 
might have to be abandoned. 

He did not elaborate but a senior New Korea Party offi- 
cial fold Reuters the party chairman was stressing the need 
to brace South Korea for a possible collapse of the North. 


Colombian Senate raises stakes in drug war 


BOGOTA (R) — Lawma- 
kers have raised the stakes 
in Colombia's drug war by 
approving legislation that 
nearly triples the country's 
.maximum penalty for nar- 
' CdtickTrafficking'. ‘ p ■ ' 

The Senate approved the 
legislation by unanimous 
voice vote, clearing the way 
for drug traffickers to be 
sentenced to a maximum 
jail term of 60 years from 
the current maximum of 24 
years. 

The legislation, eliminat- 
ing Colombia’s lenient anti- 
drug laws, must now be 
approved by the lower 
house of Congress before it 
is signed into law by Presi- 
dent Ernesto Samper. 


Congressional sources 
said the house vote was ex- 
pected to come as early 
Wednesday and that the 
new sentencing structure 
would definitely b®aiY place-’ 
before next week. *" 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton will announce in an an- 
nual report on Feb. 27 whe- 
ther Colombia should be 
“certified” as a trustworthy 
ally in the anti-drug fight. 

Government officials 
have said in the past that 
tougher prison sentences, 
on which Washington has 
long insisted for Colombian 
drug kingpins, could help 
Colombia win back the so- 
called U.S. “certification" 
that it was denied last year. 


But the country's new and 
tougher prison sentences 
come too late for Colombia's 
most notorious drag lords. 

Brothers Gilberto and Mi- 
■■goel.i' Rodriguez Orejuela, 
the billionaire leaders of the 
Cali drug mob, were sen- 
tenced to ridiculously light 
sentences in January that 
could see them walk free in 
as little as five years. 

That decision, handed 
down by a judge in the 
southwest city "of Cali, 
which the Rodrigueses once 
ran as their personal fief- 
dom, drew a swift rebuke 
from Washington and 
fuelled widespread specula- 
tion that Colombia will be 
“decertified" again in 1997. 


Decertification for a sec- 
ond consecutive year could 
prompt punitive U.S. com- 
mercial sanctions that Clin- 
ton fell short of imposing in 
•’•1996. — • tCotombia. r the 
' world'.? lending produebr of 
cocaine and a top supplier 
of heroin to the United 
States, is under intense U.S. 
pressure to crack down har- 
der on the drug trade and 
stem the flow of narcotics 
onto U.S. streets. 

In addition to siiffer pri- 
son sentences, the govern- 
ment has announced that it 
will bow to a key U.S. de- 
mand in March by propos- 
ing that Congress lift Co- 
lombia's 5-year-old consti- 
tutional ban on extradition. 


Mexico’s top anti-drug warrior fired for drug links 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
Mexican government has 
fired its top anti-drug fight- 
er and said it was charging 
him with drug corruption. 

In a major embarrassment 
for the government of Pre-' 
sident Ernesto Zedillo, Ar- 
my Gen. Jesus Gutierrez 
Rebollo. head of the Natio- 
nal Institute for the Combat 
of Drugs (INCD). was fired 
for alleged links to Amado 
Carrillo Fuentes, the coun- 
try’s most powerful drug 
baron. 

‘Today we have a well- 
founded presumption that 
he and personnel under his 
direct command have been 
and are collaborators of the 
criminal organisation head- 
ed by Amado Carrillo Fuen- 
tes,” Defence Minister En- 
rique Cervantes told a news 
conference. 

“The Defence Ministry 
considers well-founded the 
presumption that in recent 
years Gen. Gutierrez De- 
ceived his superiors, bet- 
rayed the confidence placed 
in him. damaged Mexico's 


national security and 
harmed joint institutional 
efforts against drug-traf- 
ficking," he added. 

“It is a very painful thing 
for those of us who love 
Mexico.” 

Gen. Rebollo, 62, was ap- 
pointed to his job only two 
months ago. He disappeared 
from public view last week 
and officials said Monday 
that he was in a military 
hospital after suffering a 
heart attack on Feb. 7. 

Mr. Cervantes said Tues- 
day his health problems 
came on precisely when he 
confronted Gen. Gutierrez 
in his office with evidence 
of his suspected corruption 
1 1 days ago. 

“The arrest warrant 
against Gen. Jesus Gutier- 
rez Rebollo could be carried 
out at any moment,” Attor- 
ney General Jorge Madrazo 
CueUar told the news con 1 
ference. 

Mr. Cervantes listed nine 
points on which the charges 
against Gen. Gutierrez were 
based. 


The most serious ap- 
peared to be that he had 
moved into a luxury apart- 
ment well beyond his means 
upon starting his new job in 
Mexico City, and that the 
apartment was made avail- 
able to him by a suspected 
Carrillo lieutenant. 

The same man, Eduardo 
Gonzalez Quirarte, alleged- 
ly gave “considerable sums 
of dollars in cash” and en- 
crypted communications 
devices to people working 
directly with Gen. Gutier- 
rez. 

The scandal was also like- 
ly to embarrass the United 
States, which had praised 
Gen. Gutierrez highly for 
his record of arrests of ma- 
jor drug-traffickers. 

Mr. Cervantes said that 
while Gen. Gutierrez was 
very effective against some 
drug gangs, he was protect- 
ing Mr. Carrillo's luarez 
cartel, described by the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Admi- 
nistration as Mexico's most 
powerful. 

Mr. Zedillo, in a state- 


ment said the charges 
against Gen. Gutierrez 
showed that “no one can be 
above the law ... Justice 
cannot be selective.*’ 

The newspaper Siglo 21 
reported Tuesday that over 
the weekend the military 
launched a surprise raid on 
three of Gen. Gutierrez's 
homes in the western city of 
Guadalajara and arrested 
four people. 

One local reporter who 
knew the general well said 
the Gutierrez affair might 
not be all it seemed. 

The reporter, who asked 
not to be identified, said he 
understood from local po- 
lice sources that the opera- 
tion might have been an at- 
tempt by corrupt generals to 
topple Gen. Gutierrez be- 
cause of his proven efficien- 
cy in hitting drug cartels. 

“We think this could be a 
personal vendetta against 
the general ... by army 
members who are protect- 
ing drug traffickers.” he 
said. 


Military, NASA work to predict asteroid disasters 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. military has said it was 
working with NASA to 
improve the ability to fore- 
cast asteroid strikes on 
Earth such as one 65 million 
years ago which might have 
led to the extinction of 
dinosaurs. 

The Pentagon and the Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) were 
working jointly on a project 
called “NEAT" (Near-Earth 
Asteroid Tracking Prog- 
ramme), Defence Department 
spokesman Ken Bacon told 
reporters in response to ques- 
tions. 


Undersecretary of De- 
fence Paul Kaminski recent- 
ly ordered a Pentagon study 
of how asteroid collisions 
on Earth might be predicted 
years ahead of time and 
how they might be dealt 
with. Mr. Bacon said. 

“We did not have the ca- 
pability to spot asteroids 
whose orbits were changing 
far out in space,” said Mr. 
Bacon. 

"Now we are developing 
such a capability. As we 
develop it, the question aris- 
es: Should we prepare our- 
selves or develop systems 
that might be able to res- 


pond to an asteroid disaster 
that we could perhaps pre- 
dict years ahead of time?” 

Mr. Bacon said the study 
was not spurred by disaster 
movies or television pro- 
grammes but was a natural 
evolution of the ability to 
better track objects in space. 

“Just to give you an idea 
of predictive capabilities, 
we and NASA predict that 
in November of 1999 there 
could be a major meteor 
storm involving tiny frag- 
ments of asteroids and co- 
mets that could damage 
spacecraft or satellites,” he 
told reporters. 


Scientists said last week 
in Boston that layers of sed- 
iment collected from the 
ocean floor off the coast of 
Florida suggested that a 
massive meteorite struck 
the Earth 65 million years 
ago and may have led to the 
extinction of dinosaurs. 

Sediment cores collected 
by an international team of 
scientists aboard the 

JOiDES resolution drilling 
ship indicated that 70 to SO 
per cent of the Earth's 
species were killed in the 
collision, they said 

Wednesday. 
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Sacred unity 

ONE SHOULD perhaps look at the debate cur- 
rently raging among the Islamists of whether to 
join the government beyond its immediate goal 
and consider its far-reaching implications on the 
future of the Islamic movement in Jordan as a 
whole. 

Beyond the rhetoric that employs religious texts 
to argne for or against joining the government 
lies a big question: Did the Islamic movement 
really transform from a dogmatic ideology based 
on the edict that “Islam is the solution’' to a prag- 
matic political party that believes in democracy, 
pluralism and the exchange of power through 
peaceful means? 

With the pace of political and economic reform 
proceeding at slow speed and with the Islamists 
unable to influence decision-making, pragmatists 
within the movement say that they face the dan- 
ger of losing their grassroots support and having 
their base eroded. They warn that unless they 
joined the government and gained access to deci- 
sion-making, disgruntled rank and file Islamists 
might become fertile ground for extreme ideas, 
endangering in the process both the regime and 
the unity of the movement They have a point 

Their antagonists in the movement, meanwhile, 
contend that there is very little the Isl amis ts can 
do to influence the process of government If any, 
they would only, though indirectly, endorse the 
peace treaty with Israel and be dragged into nor- 
malisation with the Jewish state. The opponents 
of joining government see this as also leading to 
erosion in their grassroots support 

The government stands to gain if the Islamic 
movement as represented by the Islamic Action 
Front, decided to join it For one, by luring the 
Islamists in, the government minimises the size of 
opposition, wins the Islamists’ tacit approval of 
peace with Israel, and, government circles say, 
adds the force of the Islamists to that of the gov- 
ernment in the fight against corruption. 

In its quest to bring the Islamists on board, the 
government is wary that such inclusion could 
lead to splits within the movement. Such division 
within the ranks of the Islamists might lead to 
violence and strife, something that is alien to the 
decades-old relationship between the regime and 
the Islamic movement. 

Is that a catch-22 situation then? 

Not really, say political pundits. The Islamic 
movement is rational and mature. Its leadership 
is on control of its rank and file. What Islamic 
leadership and Islamists in general loathe at the 
moment is the feeling that they have been mar- 
ginalised. You need not bring in the Islamists into 
government to pacify them, say the pundits. Give 
them Parliament speakership. Reinstate 
Brotherhood imams into mosques. Put them in 
charge of the Zakat fund. And last but not least 
incorporate aspects of their political action pro- 
gramme in the government agenda. 

We will know in a matter of weeks whether the 
Islamists will join the government of Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. But whether the divide between 
the so-called hawks and doves within the move- 
ment will develop into a rift we will have to wait 
and see. However, we urge the Islamists, govern- 
ment and regime to avert any action that might 
result in a rift within the movement The unity of 
the Islamic movement in Jordan is very crucial to 
the unity and stability of the country. We all hav e 
a stake in that and we should all contribute to 
that noble goal. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER forAl Ra'i daily said Wednesday that the Palestinian 
refugees problem remains the most crucial issue before the Israeli 
government and the Palestinian leadership, but both sides have 
regrettably avoided discussing it. Ibrahim Absi said the 
Palestinians and the Israelis have set up committees to discuss 
various issues, even including the question of the Gaza airport, 
but to date have failed to mention the refugees as if they are in 
agreement to shelve this vital question. It is the Palestinian 
refugees who had paid the price of Israel's occupation of their 
houses and lands since 19-1B and 1 l is they who have suffered 
deprivation, poverty and living in slums and camps, a very* diffi- 
cult life over the past five decades, said the writer. In their talks, 
die two sides have discussed water, safe passage between Gaza 
and the West Bonk, and the sea and airports, hut overlooked die 
basic question of the Palestinian refugees which constitutes the 
cornerstone of the Palestinian problem, added the writer. He said 
when the negotiations started, it was agreed that the refugee prob- 
lem will be deferred to the final status negotiations, along with the 
status of Jerusalem, but it seems that the two sides are concerned 
with various side issues for which they formed the eight commit- 
tees. 

A WRITER for the weekly A1 Majd decried government policies 
with regard to the tourism industry, saying that the government 
has unduly and without carefully planning allowed five-star 
hotels and other tourist facilities to mushroom in Amman. Aqaba 
and the Dead Sea area. Ahmad Niniri said these investments are 
not expected to yield any profit in view of the decline in the num- 
ber of tourists to a dangerous level and in light of the prevailing 
political situation in the Middle East area. Referring to the open- 
ing of the southern border post which allowed Israelis free access 
to Petra, the writer said that this opening has only succeeded in 
promoting Israeli tourism and helped Israeli tour operators to 
include Petra in their programmes that are marketed in Europe, 
but did not help Jordan's economy simply because the one-day 
tourist trip to Petra via Israel is economically unfeasible for 
Jordan’s tourism industry. 


WHENEVER WE complain about the performance of 
many individuals in our part of the world (in both the pri- 
vate and public sectors), the financial factor is cited as a 
major cause (the major cause, in the opinion of some) for 
the mediocrity of performance. People who do not earn 
much, we are told, are not expected to excel in what they 
do. While there is some truth in this line of logic, there is 
also a great deal of simplification, distortion and false- 
hood. 

We complain a lot about the performance of people in 
various spheres and walks of life. We complain that some 
persons are utterly neglectful and abusive of what they are 
entrusted with, that some are doing things poorly, that 
some are doing well but they have the potential to do 
things better, and so on. There is a justifiable overall sense 
of dissatisfaction about the way things are done in our 
society. Those who perform tasks satisfactorily, efficient- 
ly and exceptionally well are a small minority in any field 
or realm. 

The other day. we were discussing on public television 
the obstacles affecting the performance of many of our 
journalists. It is obvious to all interested (though some 
refuse to admit it)* that many of our journalists do not do 
their homework well, be it when they cover certain stories 
or when they write editorials and columns. Much (though 
by no means all) of what is written in our dailies and 
weeklies is impressionistic and theoretical. There is a 
noticeable scarcity of facts, figures and statistics: there is 
an absence of well-researched feature stories and the con- 
cept of investigative reporting is not present in the minds 
of many. In short, there is a great deal of bad writing. 

Why? One major answer was: the journalists are simply 
not paid well enough. 

A few weeks before that we were discussing the perfor- 
mance of teachers, and the same reason was cited. And we 
cite the same reason when we talk about the performance 
of our civil servants, accountants, bus drivers, mechanics, 
poets, athletes, construction workers, bank employees. 


waiters, janitors, translators, etc. 

Obviously, one cannot deny the importance of the eco- 
nomic factor. The more financially rewarding a job is the 
more incentive one has to perform well and excel. In my 
opinion, however, the importance of the economic factor 
is greatly exaggerated and blown out of proportion at 
times. 

For one thing, are all those who perform well and excel 
in our society and elsewhere in the world doing so well, 
economically or financially? Obviously not. In the same 
governmental section or department (or newspaper, 
restaurant, company, bank), you find two people paid the 
same amount of money one of whom is excelling and the 
other performing poorly. How do we explain that ? 

Also, are all those who are not excelling paid poorly? 
Not necessarily. Besides, should we not, when we judge 
one's economic status, take into account the overall bene- 
fits? Many of our civil servants are paid meagrely- But all 
of them enjoy good health insurance, good pension and 
very reasonable working hours. Some have excellent pro- 
motion and secondment options. 

Compare the situation of a civil servant who earns, at the 
start of his career, the amount of JD 140 per month to a 
new employee at a bank or a private company who earns 
JD 200 or JD 240. The former works from 8 to 2 and 
enjoys full health benefits; the latter works from 8 to 6 
(with a break of one or two hours in between) and enjoys 
some health benefits or at times none. Why should the lat- 
ter find his/her job more satisfying than the former? 

At this point in history, we are passing through some dif- 
ficult times and are still in the process of relieving debts, 
deficits and loans, and thinking of ways to improve invest- 
ment and generate income. Is it realistic, or even fruitful, 
to keep talking about the financial and economic status of 
individuals, with the (false) assumption that such status 
can be dramatically improved? It cannot. 

Moreover, are not there crucial factors affecting individ- 
ual performance other than the economic or financial? 


There are. T would say that many of them arc ultimately 
more significant than the economic. 

One important factor is the failure of administrators m 
various sections, departments and units (governmental as 
well as private) to affect the work ethics of those under 
ihem positively. Many administrators in our pan ot the 
world have themselves poor work ethics and exercise a 
negative influence on those they are responsible fa. 
Manv of them foolishly discourage commitment, creativi- 
ty and excellence among their staff members or employ- 
ees and create an environment harmful to commitment 
and achievement. They lack the necessary vision and lead- 
ership skills to inspire others to excellence. This is a seri- 
ous obstacle to excellence of performance. 

I place a great deal of emphasis on moral encouragement 
and appreciation, which is either scarce or utterly lacking 

in nearly all our institutions. , 

Another factor is an educational one. Our families, 
schools and social institutions do not place enough 
emphasis (in a meaningful way, that is: forget the hollow 
rhetoric) on work ethics, on public service, on achieve- 
ment, on distinction. The only emphasis we place when it 
comes to achievement and distinction is oixschool grades. 

A third factor has to do with our status on the historical 
scale and with the process of history itself. Our pan of the 
world is full of conceptions, misconceptions, ideas, 
assumptions, beliefs, attitudes, false notions which run 
counter to development, progress and distinction. On the 
scale of 1 to 10, we are somewhere between 4-6 in our 
stand with respect to both attitude and effort. In many 
ways, we are still in the stage of childhood or adolescence. 
We have not entered the stage of adulthood, maturity and 
professionalism yet. 

It is these factors and others that have to be studied, 
debated and tackled more rigorously and effectively. The 
financial factor is a red-herring. There are many more ful- 
filling and satisfying things than money. We should pay 
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Newer or older democracies — they all ‘have their upheavals’ 


Likely fu 

*‘.l ,»/ 


By Gwynne Dyer 

STILL ANGRY over her 
abrupt dismissal from office 
by President Farooq Leghari 
last November, Pakistan's 
former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto did not 
mince words after her over- 
whelming defeat in this 
month's (greatly premature) 
election. “I was elected for a 
five-year term, and nobody 
had any business throwing 
me out John Major doesn't 
get thrown out. Bill Clinton 
doesn't get thrown out." 

But Pakistan's prime min- 
ister did get thrown oul two 
full years before her term 
was up. And she is not alone. 

In December. Bulgaria's 
Prime Minister Zhan 
Zidenov was driven from 
office only two years after 
his Socialist Party won a 
clear election victory. By 
early this month, huge 
demonstrations and a gener- 
al strike forced the ruling 
party to abandon its attempt 
to form a new government 
and agree to new elections in 
April. 

Then there is “El Loco” 
(the madman). President 
Abdala Bucaram of Ecuador. 
He won a convincing victory 
at the polls only last August 
— and yet six months later 
mass demonstrations in 
Quito triggered a vote in the 
Ecuadorian congress that 
declared him “mentally 
incapacitated” and dis- 
missed him from office. 
Congress has now’ appointed 
an interim president (its own 
speaker. Fabian Alarcon ). 
and promises new elections 
in 1 8 months. 

Asia. Europe, Latin 
America. Within three 
months, in three different 
continents, three countries 
where democracy is relative- 
ly recent have all lost their 
elected leaders in ways that 
are highly irregular. Is it. as 
Bhutto believes, proof that 
the new democracies are 
fundamentally more unsta- 
ble than older ODes? 

Two themes link all three 
cases: economic measures 
that caused widespread pain 
to ordinary people and cor- 
ruption. Among the new 
democracies, at least, gov- 
ernments can inflict eco- 
nomic pain on the electorate, 
or they can engage in spec- 
tacular corruption. But they 
are seriously at risk if they 
indulge in both at the same 
time. 

In Pakistan, the corruption 
was flagrant. Asif All 
Zardari. Benazir Bhutto's 
husband, was known as 
“Mister ten per cent” during 
her first term in office, but 
this time he was known as 
“Mister twenty per cent”. 
The economic mismanage- 
ment was so blatant that by 
the end of 1996. inflation 
was nearing 20 per cent. 

President Leghari there- 
fore faced little public resis- 
tance when he moved to dis- 
miss Bhutto from office 
under the notorious Eighth 


Amendment to the constitu- 
tion. which dates back to the 
days of direct military rule. 
Technically, it was all done 
legally, but you could hardly 
call it a democratic process. 

There was not even a pre- 
tence of legality in the 
Bulgarian case. A legitimate- 
ly elected government was 
driven from office by street 
demonstrations less than 
half way through its term. 
Yet, its fall was clearly in the 
country's best interest 

The fall of Bulgaria’s gov- 
ernment was long oveitiue. 
since it was basically the old 
Communist regime in thin 
disguise. Most other 
Communist regimes in 
Eastern Europe fell in 1989, 
but the Bulgarian 
“Socialists” persuaded the 
population to elect them in 
1990 (before the collapse of 
the Soviet Union) by appeal- 
ing to the deep-seated. pro- 
Russian sentiments of the 
average Bulgarian. 

The Socialists even man- 
aged a comeback in 1994, 
after .a brief and bungled 
interval of opposition rule in 
Sofia. But they did nothing 
to reform the state-run econ- 
omy, apart from “privatis- 
ing” lucrative state monopo- 
lies into the hands of their 
own cronies. 

Eventually. inevitably, 
Bulgaria's economy went 
into a nosedive. The lev, 
which was trading at 70 to 
the dollar a year ago. had 
fallen to 1.900 to the dollar 
by the beginning of this 
month. Bulgarian wages 
have halved in value since 
New Year's day. So the 
demonstrations began, open- 
ly backed by the opposition 
Union of Democratic Forces 
— and thirty days later, the 
Socialists gave in. 

And then there is Ecuador, 
where Abdala Bucaram’s 
popularity plunged from 65 
per cent to only 12 per cent 
in a mere two months. It was 
an opposition-dominated 
congress that seized upon his 
own chosen nickname of “El 
Loco” to brand him “mental- 
ly incapacitated” (which he 
obviously is not) in order to 
remove him from office, but 
he was certainly the main 
author of his own misfor- 
tunes. 

It was not the, release of his 
rock’n'roll CD “Madman in 
Love” that turned the broad 
Ecuadorian public against 
him, nor his accusing an 
opponent of having “watery 
sperm," nor even his inviting 
Ecuadorian-born Lorena 
Bobbit, the celebrated 
American penis -re mover, to 
lunch at the presidential 
palace. By and large, poorer 
Ecuadorians liked 

Bucaram's little eccentrici- 
ties. 

What they liked less was 
the appointment of his broth- 
er as minister of social wel- 
fare, and his lS-year-old son 
as head of the customs ser- 
vice. They did not like the 
soaring public corruption 
that prompted the U.S. 


ambassador in Quito to issue 
a public warning. And they 
hated the way he raised elec- 
tricity, gas and phone 
charges by up to 600 per 
cent when the congress 
watered down his tax reform 
proposals. So when con- 
gress voted to remove 
Abdala Bucaram for "men- 
tal incapacity.” there was no 
one to defend him. 

But whai can we conclude 
about the health of the 


newer democracies from 
these three instances of 
-dodgy legality? Is there a 
trend here? Not really. 

There are fifty newly 
democratic countries, from 
Chile. Haiti and Poland to 
South Africa. the 
Philippines, and Taiwan, 
where constitutional order 
was not violated or even 
slightly infringed in the past 
year. And the exceptional 
situations that recently arose 


in Ecuador. Bulgaria and 
Pakistan occur in older 
democracies, too. 

The collapse of the mafia- 
Communist regime in 
Bulgaria can fairly be com- 
pared to the fall of the 
mafia-Christian Democratic 
state in Italy in the early 90s. 

There are parallels (though 
much more distant ones) 
between the overthrow of 
the megalomaniac Bucaram 
in Ecuador in 1997 and the 


fall of the megalomaniac 
Charles de Gaulle in France 
in 1968. 

And the fall of the house 
of Bhutto? Cast your mind 
back to 1975. and the resig- 
nation of U.S. President 
Richard Nixon just days 
ahead of official impeach- 
ment proceedings. No two 
cases arc exactly the same, 
but the older democracies 
have their upheavals too. 
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No nexus to Article 26 


To the Editor: 


Anis F. Kassim, 
Amman. 


Failing to see the sun 


To the Editor: 


THIS IS in reference to Maher A. Waked's letter 
“Hope for a better economy” (Jordan Times, Feb. 15 
1997) which I admired for its optimism and the 
author's belief in Jordan’s ability to become a “major 

rnmmprrial Centre in the Middle P->*» '• J 


commercial centre in the Middle East.* 

L however, am not as enthusiastic about the pace of 
our “advancement” . To bring in a few macro-econom- 
ic indicators and surmise that they promise a bright 
fhitnrp is inaccurate, if not micioaMinn . 


_ , . . . e . ; — j KwrniBs a ungQi 

future is inaccurate, if not misleading. For example 
what consideration is given to toe fact that an “accel- 


- - . . . - — — **»*.i. uiai on accel- 
eration of economic activities” will trigger inflation 
which further deteriorates the already low buvtoe 
power of the majority of toe people? 6 


On another note, I would like to assure toe 
Scandinavian business leader that "a high ratio of eco- 
nomic growth” in a developing nation is perfectly nor- 
mal, and it is expected to be above that of developed 


THE REPORT “Jordan rejects Israeli assertion over ' 
Jordanian-owned ‘absentee property’,” (Jordan Times, 
Feb. 17, 1997) quotes the following: “Dr. Qasem as 
well as Badri Mulqi, ... said Israel could be charged 
before international courts and the international com- 
munity under Article 26 of the Jordanian-lsraeli peace 
agreement.” 

Such a statement was not mine, and 1 am not aware 
that it was stated by Mr. Mulqi whom I admire for his 
early warnings concerning the properties of Jordanians 
that have been under Israel's control since 1948. 

It is not clear what was meant by “international 
courts.” If the report means the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ). it should be useful to note' that it is not 
legally possible to bring Israel before the ICJ. When 
Israel accepted the ICJ jurisdiction, it did so with toe 
proviso that toe World Court would not have jurisdic- 
tion over disputes pertaining to toe Arab-lsraeli conflict 
or toe Palestine question. It is to be noted that Israel 
acceded to toe ICJ jurisdiction, with toe above exclu- 
sions. about four days before it participated in toe tri- 
partite alliance (with England and France) that invaded 
Egypt in October 1956. 

If the intention, however, is to refer to arbitrating tri- 
bunals. it is possible, under toe peace treaty with 
Jordan, to take Israel to such a tribunal, while this is not 
possible under Oslo I and II. For an arbitration to be 
binding on toe parties, they must agree “to refer any 
dispute between them to arbitration.” The parties then 
indulge into details about toe seat of arbitration, its 
terms of reference, etc. This was what we saw in the 
Camp David agreement between Egypt and Israel. 
When the dispute ensued between the two parties over 
Taba, Israel had no optioD but to go to arbitration. Had 
it not one so, Egypt could have done toe proceedings 
even if Israel remained absent. This situation is s imilar 
to that under Article 29 of the Jordanian-lsraeli treaty 
(albeit it is not a detailed clause). 

Whether toe report meant ICJ or an international 
arbitrating tribunal, there is no nexus between them 
and Article 26 of the treaty as the report indicated.* 
Article 26 provides that toe parties undertake to enact, 
within three months from the ratification date of toe 
treaty, any legislation to its implement and to remove 
local legislation that is inconsistent therewith. 


countries. 

As for foreign interest in toe Kingdom. I am sur- 
prised that no mention is ever made of the large multi- 
national corporations who have, time and again, 
scoured this nation in search of opportunities." but 
were deterred from investing due to a lacklustre ser- 
vice, tourist and industrial infrastructure. 

At a time when international and emerging marker 
investment firms and banks are pouring billions into 
new markets, we got the equivalent of a grain of sand. 

We need to tackle toe problems that we do not like to 
think about, let alone discuss. We have an indefinite 
water supply shortage among other vital resources. 
Research and development at the public level are mar- 
ginal or non-existent. Intellectual property rights have 
been ignored for decades. We are severely lacking in 
dynamic, competent management Question marks 
remain over women's roles in business (a cultural bar- 
rier). Income distribution, or a lack thereof, is a widen- 
ing abyss. Telecommunications services are laughable. 
And the list goes on. 

Our fundamental indicators are worrisome, to say the 
least, and the window of opportunity to tackle the 
impending economic crunch is closing rapidly. 
According to the latest World Competitiveness Report, 
we have toe highest dependency ratio in toe world, 
which means we will have very different demograph- 
ics in the coming years. 

We should be projecting future figures, not compar- 
ing toe present with toe past. Jordan has led toe world 
in toe growth of its labour force at double the rate of 
the next ranking. Therefore, considering onlv current 
unemployment figures is a major strategic error. In the 
area of technological cooperation between companies, 
we are second to last (we were preceded by all the 
post-communist nations, except for Russia). I continu- 
ously hear of how many engineers we have in toe 


nwn^Eo yet WC h - aVe never been granted a single 
patent For comparison, in 1993. Mexico was awarded 


i , „ , 1 T v"’. iwcailu was awaraea 

6,183 and Poland 2,941. Emphasis on the sciences 
without allowing for creativity and rewarding ingeno- 
ityis detrimental to our development. 

paranoia* but°rarK iS I* 1 **-* 8 n0t 10 s P read toomstiaf 
her 1301111 out our future is not 
very blight, at least not realistically. I can only chance 
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and on [ ssues ** tackled appropriately 
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The face of politics to come 


maybe 


their upheavals 


is.!, ‘. >Ur lj nn| Political pundits are betting that Prime Minister Abdul 
■ p, *e n h Karim Kabariti will command a major Cabinet reshuffle 
.•Hi 1 shortly after the closing of the 1 2th Parliament, which is 

i . u !’ I>a scheduled for March 19, and after his return from a visit lo 
i 1 ' J «v wlj. ^ U-& wtt h Majesty King Hussein. In that expected 
‘ n vh '*'l overhaul lies the fate of 30 ministers, and among them, 21 

. .]." n are also members of Parliament. With all the talk 

' 1 l,Jr p-in ^ ~ about who around the country is eyeing a Lower House 
' l,,kl 'pn 1 i rlv . seat, there is still the big question of who among the current 
Mhicfr Council of Ministers will be seeking reelection. This time 
‘ ,w “iln iv around obsen’ers predict that Mr. Kabariti, who is under no 
• '■ *i w s-irn 4^ legal obligation to do so. will not seek a vote of confidence 
; 11, 1 ‘■'Hun l n from Parliament and therefore will trim down his Cabinet to 

* ,l r jJnlty- about 21 by not renaming a good number of minister- 

"'""J. inuiLni. 1 deputies. M r Kabariti himself will not seek to keep his seat 
as a deputy from Aqaba. Other considerations to bear in 
c ii. [y. s| . mind are: the calling of an extraordinary session ofparlia- 

U'lliviM,, merU ' earl >' elections ( not likely), postponed elections 

■ire mam m..' f something some are pushing for). 

'ii'\ \\ ' ^ c ' 

So at this juncture here is how the line ups look, 
according to some of the ministers themselves as well as 
' — those close to the scene. 
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Likely to seek re-election 

•Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzak Tube is hat, an independent from 
the Irbid City District. Dr. Tubeishat, who served as minis- 
ter from 1991-1993 with the same portfolio, said he will 
indeed be standing for relection. If he wins, it will be his 
second term. 

•Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hashem 
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even if he were to obtain only one vote. He confirmed that | v Vt 3 ’’ V 

he most definitely will run and added that his is "opti- ^ wW * B 

Tty A j - ■ ^^A ^3 *' 8P 

•Minister of Culture Ahmad Qudah. an independent ~ ^ - ■ . l " b'i - ^ ~ “ 

from Ajloun District said he hopes to run. ^ m ^ mC\ ^ ’ ‘ 

•Minister of Agriculture Mustafa Shneikat, an inde- R Jj K ^ v 

pendent from Balqa Gove morale. Dr. Shneikat has said of ^ 

his candidacy that he has not made up his mind as it is too 

early to tell. Bur observers say he will announce. 1 I^inje Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti (bottom left) and several members of his Cabinet attend a session of the 12th Parliament (photo bv Yousef :^! “Allan l 

_ •Minister . of Tourism Saleh Jrsheidat, an independent . ' ' . ^ ' •' ‘ • ■ • - ■■ -* 

from Irbid. Dr. Irsheidat said he could not respond now, but 
would wait until next month and perhaps make an 

n f hivtiru* Abdul Knrim n „ohmi nn ,Wp. Saraireh, an independent from Karak. Mr. Saraireh says he under the presidency of Abdul Hadi Majali. Minister of She owns and operates agricultural estates in Siothnn, 
pendent from Mafraa * »«'// definitely not run, again. "I've been a minister four Public Works and Housing and former chief of the the When she was in Jordan in the early 70s she donated a h:;v 

P .Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs times ’ 1 to vese ™d in Parliament for eight years, and I find Public Security Department, and the guidance of SPDA sunt of money to create a children’s playground in Kami. 
tJnhrnrmnA Th,.-Jh „ At Xu*, nr, PnmTfrr,™ d’s time for a change." Secretary General Issa Abu Daeh, a prominent business- She was hoping to see that ivvreutional area on her prefer. 

Ivu^Tsecond District. Mr. ThJeibvZ earlier Minuter Tl T ° TT. T^! 1 * ahuse "*5 Tl WI "T, in An !T" Crown Pane, 


■" of State for Palestinian Affairs from 1994-1995. 
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•Minister of Social Development Hammad Abu 
Jammous, a member of Al Mustakbal Party from Amman’s 
First District. 

•Minister of Supply Munir Sobar, an independent 
from Amman s Fifth District. 

•Minister of Labour Adul Hafez Shakhanbeh, an inde- 


JiMnilif- pendent from Amman's Sixth District f MaJaba ). 


V.. . .w "«*’ Shakhanbeh gained a seat in parliament on his second try 

; . i!.il in 1993. Should he run again it may prove to be a difficult 


. -six :,-wi jf* -1 fight. 

. . . .. v1 -i r,ihi‘ t •Minister of State Mufleh Rheimi, a member ofAl Ahd 

;i' f* 1,6 : Party, from Irbid’s Jerash District. 


I lii.Ml.fl & 


•Minister of State Mahmoud Hweimel, an indepen- 
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, . . i ,i , iilni^ 1 • dent from Karak. 

• !i. i* J* k ' •Minister of State Mohammad Odeh Njadat, a mem- 

:ll |jud^' her of the Jordanian National Alliance Party from the South 
Bedouin District, will most probably seek to retain his seat, 

. ,, l>- w unless his constituency decides to field somone else. 

. ... :J*i*t: 

. i,i ■■ ^ 

... v Not likely to seek reelection 

'Ik' Ml " 

•Minister of Higher Education Abdullah Ensour, an 
1 independent from Balqa. Observers say that if he did 

•1,-1 dwose to run he could very well be i ying against another 

■ ' l '* l ’ [ ,1 k - * Fnsour, former minister of Public Works and former M ayor 
■'■'V.V.iJt of Salt Abdul Razzak Ensour. 

• 1 ’ \ u •Minister of Interior Awad Khleifat, an independent 

it from Wadi Musa. Dr. Khleifat, a history professor,said he 
' '■'V vinltf ^ not decided, it’s too early, over the next two months he 
’• "■“‘■ 'Vl.i i W IH woke up bis mind after consulting with people in his 

■ ,.rf district. 

r .* ■' V< •Minisfer of Public Works and Housing Abdul Hadi 

■ *• j Majali, secretary general of Al Ahd Party from Kerak. 

Observers put Mr. Majali in this category for a combination 
■ ■ 1 1- 1 ‘ * x«' °f bosons. They say that it is difficult for him to run, as he 
. .>1 : ‘ u is the secretary general of a parry, AlAhd, and that he lost 
, significant backing from his constituency in Karak who 

. # were dismayed by his “passive role “ during the public out- 
.,*1 ,,,,, bursts over the increase in bread prices last August. 

...r •Minister of Post and Communications Jamal 


Saraireh, an independent from Karak. Mr. Saraireh says he 
will definitely not runMgain. "I’ve been a minister four 
times, / have served in Parliament for eight years . and I find 
it’s titne for a change 

•Minister of Water and Irrigation Samir Kawar, an 
independent from Balqa. Mr. Kawar had indicated last time 
around that that election would be his last. 

•Minister of Health Aref Bataineh. an independent 
from Irbid. Although the Irbid region with many Batainehs 
would appear to pose a veritable risk for Dr. Bataineh, he 
and his supporters have their eye on gening him a top U.N. 
agency post as secretary general of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). There is a lobby pushing hard for 
him. The election is in the hands of the General Assembly. 

•Minister of Industry and Trade AliAbul Ragheb, an 
independent from Balqa. Mr. Abul Ragheb was out of the 
country for comment. 

•Minister of Youth Mohammad Doudieh , a member of 
the Jordanian Arab Democratic Parry from Tafileh. Mr. 
Daoudieh, was also unavailable: he was abroad at the 
meeting in Cairo of Arab Ministers of Youth. 

Political junkies, it’s time to get out your score pads. 


THERE GOES THE JUDGE: The justice system saw 
two of its senior judges bow out of public office this week. 
Both Judge Fahed Abul Etem and Judge Yousef Hmoud 
retired from their seats in the Court of Cassation. The two 
have served around 30 years and are reported to be opting 
for the more lucrative private sector side of the legal pro- 
fession. Mr. Hmoud was expected to head for Dubai, and 
Mr. Abul Etem is joining one of his children in their own pri- 
vate, family legal offices. Analysts suspect their may be 
more such moves into the private arena as the justice sys- 
tem 's salary scale as well as the number of judges handling 
increasing caseloads remain unchanged, despite an uproar 
by the judges two years ago over pay and fringe benefits. 


A SENSE OF URGENCY: The Society to Pre\'ent Drug 
Abuse (SPDA) has a brand new board of trustees, who this 
time promise to get something accomplished rather than 
just “see their name in lights.” Established around one and 
a half years ago. the society was accused of lethargy. Now 


under the presidency of Abdul Hadi Majali. Minister of 
Public Works and Housing and former chief of the the 
Public Security Department, and the guidance of SPDA 
Secretary General lssa Abu Daeh. a prominent business- 
man. the society is planning a major a mi -drug abuse blitz 
throughout the country. The nnv team has been promised 
the support ofHRH Crown Prince Hassan and is seeking all 
sorts of media coverage to get their message ucross about 
the dangers and urgency of the drug abuse problem in 
Jordan. Mr. Abu Daeh believes that help from the media 
was less than forthcoming in earlier attempts, but the soci- 
ety is determined, he added. The new board held its first 
meeting nn Tuesday and set its aims: to create awareness 
and educate people about drug and stdistance abuse, 
explain the dangers, help in treannent and rehabilitation of 
drug abuse victims, and coordinate with the authorities and 
concerned organisations. Mr. Abu Daeh said drug abuse is 
an alarming problem that must be faced, dealt with and 
stamped out in the Kingdom. He said he himself has seen 
hundreds of underprivileged youth who sniff kerosene, 
diesel oil and even butane fiimes. Hard drugs, he said, are 
proliferating because of trafficking through Jordan. The 
SPDA is hoping to create a hospital designed to treat and 
rehabilitate victims of substance abuse, but funds arc des- 
perately needed. The hospital set up in Amman's Jabal 
Weibdeh and run by the Public Security Department is 
capable of accommodating only about a dozen drug abuse 
patients, he said. Thus the need for another larger and 
more specialised facility. The SPDA board of rntslees now 
includes Awni Bashir, director of the Queen Alia Fund For 
Social Development, Sufian Sanawi, general manager if 
the Jordan Kuwait Bank. Ahmad Annoush. a businessman. 
Abdullah Qaq. an editor at Al Dustour Arabic daily, Bui ms 
Yildeh and Samir Qumseiah. businessmen. Azzam Zaloum, 
an attorney, Khali J Darwish. district attorney for Amman, 
and Samir Qannaz. a doctor specialised in poisonous sub- 
stances. 


RETURN VISIT: The Honourable Mrs. Henry Dotiglus 
Home, a close friend of the Royal family, returned to Jordan 
after more than 20 years this week to get together with some 
old friends and look into the potential for cooperation in 
one of her prime interests - agriculture. Mrs. Home is the 
widow of William Douglas Home, the late playrighi and a 
relative of Lord Home, the former British prime minister. 


She owns and operates agricultural estates in Scotland. 
When she was in Jordan in the early 70s she donated a large 
sum of money to create a children ’s playground in Karak. 
She was hoping to sec that tvcreatianal area on her present 
trip. While in Amman she visited with HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. She met also with University of Jonlan President 
Fawzi Gharaibeh to discuss the role of the university in the 
development of the rural atvas and projects directed 
towards the improvement of the well-being of farming fam- 
ilies. She met with Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture 
Bassam Snober who briefed her on the agricultural pro ft c!\ 
that have been carried out or art' still in progress in the 
research stations affiliated with the Faculty of Agriculture in 
the highland areas, the badia region and in the Jordan 
Vitlley. Mrs. Home also met with newly appointed No* *r . \i 
Hussein Foundation Executive Diivctor Yasser Tai who 
accompanied her to the Sweimeh project where s!n :> >:aed 
the Life Improvement Project. She took time as well u • pay 
a courtesy visit to British Ambassador f«* Mmlan Peter 
Hinchcliffe. Mrs. Home travelled over to Ue>7 Bank, and 
hopes that when she returns to Amman, His MajcMy King 
Hussein will he back from his official visits abroad and that 
she will be able to meet with him once again. 


LITHUANIA IN THE LIMELIGHT: Lithuania has 
had a history of gaining and losing its independence nu-rc 
than u few times. List Sunday, here in Amman. Honowi} 
Consul of Lithuanian Khafed Naffa ’ and his wife Kahd’m. 
who is Hungarian, hosted a reception * m the • •ccasion * d ike 
79th anniversary of the republic's independence fr* <m 
Czarist Russia. Today. Lithuania has been iiulcpeude::! 
J'rom the former Soviet Union since 1990. As pin t o; the 
Sunday event. Lithuania’s Ambassador in Tel A\iv 
Romas M Litmus, a professor of history with spccialiuitum 
in the Baltics, arrived in Jordan with an accompanying del- 
egation. Mr. Naffa. who has been honorary consul for jir*: 
amund one year, says trade between Jordan and Lirhuanit; 
is picking up. Jonlan exports agriculture produce \u>rth 
around SI million to the republic, ami imports butler, pow - 
dered milk, linens and salmon from same. The reception 
was held at the Philadelphia Hotel and anemic*/ by mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps and senior Jordanian otfi*-ials. 


Jennifer Hamarnch 


Middle Eastern honour killings shake Sweden 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — A 
series of “family honour” 
murders and attacks against 
Middle East immigrant wo- 
men by men of their own 
families has shocked Swe- 
den and posed a serious 
problem for die authorities. 

The root of the crisis is a 
clash of cultures and what 
immigrant traditionalists re- 
gard as M inappropriate beha- 
viour” by women members 
of the family. 

This usually centres 
around fashion, dancing and 
contacts with the opposite 
sex, often Swedes. 

Observers say the contrast 


between this Scandinavian 
country’s liberal bur closed 
society and traditional 
Middle Eastern cultures is 
much sharper than in other 
Western countries. 

Recently, a 21 -year old 
Lebanese woman was beat- 
en to death by her ex-hus- 
band, for her un- Arabic” be- 
haviour. A 15-year old Iraqi 
girl was strangled to death 
just before Christmas by her 
16-year old brother and 17- 
year old cousin because she 
went dancing with Swedish 
friends. 

And earlier this month, a 
trial opened against a 20- 


year old Turkish Kurd 
accused of stabbing his 22- 
year-old sister 21 times, 
leaving her partially paral- 
ysed, because of her alleged 
Swedish habits that were 
“bringing shame to the fam- 
ily” 

According to Ahmad Al 
Rikaby, an Iraqi who lives 
in Sweden but has lived in 
other Western countries. 
Middle East immigrants 
here are more “segregated.” 

“This wouldn't happen in 
England, for example. That 
is a more open and diverse 
society, where immigrants 
can integrate faster because 


they can usually speak Eng- 
lish and get jobs," he said. 

Immigrants to Sweden 
were housed in poor sub- 
urbs, creating tightly-knit 
ghetto communities where 
homeland traditions and 
values take on added impor- 
tance, and the Swedish 
lifestyle is rejected. 

The cultural clash is also 
marked by the major role 
played by women in Swe- 
dish society. Almost SO per 
cent of women have jobs in 
a country where they have 
had the vote since 1863 and 
where gender equality is 
guaranteed by the constitu- 


tion. 

“The women who come 
here may fulfil their dreams 
of studying or working. But 
their men have quite low 
status in Sweden. Their 
identity is weakened and 
they seek confirmation in 
their own traditions,” said 
Swedish Immigration Ser- 
vices spokesman Anders 
Wennerstroem. 

The immigrant teenage 
girls often want to emulate 
dieir Swedish peers, wear- 
ing make-up. dying their 
hair, going to dances and 
following fashion. 

“The men often feel pow- 


erless and frustrated, and 
take this out on women with 
violence," Laura Macdissi. a 
Lebanese woman living in 
Sweden, told .AFP. 

In Sweden, where immi- 
gration has only existed 
since the 1950s, the recent 
incidents “have damaged 
the image of immigrants." 
said Mr. Rikaby. adding 
“the racists are rejoicing.” 

The Swedish justice svs- 
rem has been criticised for 
being too slow lo react to 
immigrant abuse, and ac- 
cused by some as viewing 
the problem as a cultural 
matter. 


The Iraqi Women's Fede- 
ration has written to Justice 
Minister Leila Freivalds. 
demanding that Swedish 
law be strictly applied in the 
cases of honour killings. 

“We are concerned that 
so-called ■cultural consider- 
ations* will be taken," said 
federation Chairwoman 

Fayrouz Toma. "No religion 
or culture allow.x the murder 
of women and children." she 
said. 

In a debate in the Dagcns 
Nvheler daily, criminal law 
Professor Madeleine 

Leijonhufvud attacked Ms. 
Freivalds' “paralysis to act.” 


"Violence against women is 

shameful in a .xticiciv em- 
emed by law and today's situ- 
ation ( demonstrates i a short- 
coming oil the pan of ,di 
political and legal authorities 
in our country.” she unite. 

According to Mr. Wenner- 
stroem, the problem will not 
be easily resolved. 

“This is not the last we 
will sec of this. 1 think we 
have underestimated the 
problem. We have opened 
our borders, but we have hut 
been able to take e.ue nf the 
people who came here and 
ended up outside the sys- 
tem.” he said. 
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Windows open wide 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

MICROSOFT MAY have underestimated the meaning of 
its now famous and omnipresent operating system for 
small computers when it christened it "Windows." Ori- 
ginally the name was given to represent the possibility 
granted to PC users to open and operate more than one 
programme at a time. When each such piece of software 
is displayed on the screen, occupying a portion of it, you 
would say that you have several “windows" open at one 
time. 

Because of the widespread adoption of Windows as the 
main operating system for personal computers — almost 
95 per cent of users — when you say PC you mean 
Windows too. and vice versa. Whereas the definition is 
quite appropriate, the meaning now has gone well beyond 
Microsoft's prime intention. The thousands of pro- 
grammes available for PCs have turned our computer 
monitor not just into a simple window but a giant bay open 
to the whole world. 

Switch on your PC and sit before its screen. Choose a 
software and explore it. use iL enjoy it. 

Nowadays even the simplest machine has several pro- 
grammes installed in it, allowing the user to perform use- 
ful tasks, to play games or to enjoy learning more by run- 
ning attractive multimedia CD-ROMs. Two titles alone 
will ensure you spend hours and hours of delight, enter- 
tainment and culture: Encana, the general encyclopedia 
and Cinemania. the movie-goer’s absolute reference. Add 
an atlas, the new Music Central — an original, compre- 
hensive encyclopedia on modem and pop music — and 
maybe a flight simulaior. and you have die guarantee to 
fill many few. months of pleasure and exploration. 

It is precisely this possibility to explore that has tremen- 
dously widened the scope of information a computer can 
provide. This is a drastic departure from the original pur- 
pose computers were designed for — calculation. A PC in 



your office or in your house already is a fascinating win- 
dow. But with the Internet connection, it really becomes 
an amazing way to work, to have fun, to leam and to com- 
municate. Internet lets you access, browse through and 
obtain any kind of information from anywhere in the 
world, live, on-line. This is done by using Windows too. I 
wonder if Microsoft did foresee all these possibilities 
when it named its then new operating system back in the 
mid-eighties. 

The attraction of the huge variety of software we can 
operate under Windows is not totally different from the 
appeal of television programmes. Now that most of us 
have access to incredible choice available via satellite 
channels. TV has received new blood. However, unlike 
television which is basically a passive form of entertain- 
ment and information. PCs are truly interactive and 
require the user's input. By watching TV several hours a 
day. one becomes a “poraro couch.” By computing sever- 
al hours a day one runs only the risk of improving one's 
culm re and probably one's IQ level. 

Perhaps the best and most poetic illustration of what a 
window could mean came from a song by a French singer 
in the sixties: “Les plus beaux voyages se font par la 
fenetre" which translates as “the most beautiful way to 
travel is through a window." 
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12:00 


Holy Koran 

Cartoon (Raw Toonage + The Mask) 
Cuiiosty Show 

They Came From Outer Space 
N.B.A. Basketball 
News Flash 
Out Of This World 
French Programmes 
Le Journal 

Magazine — A tomes Crochus 
News Headlines 
Parenthood 

Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 
Babylon-5 

Kung Fu-The Legend Continues 
News In English 
Feature Film — Exile — V 
Starring: Aden Young & Beth Champion 
Taratata 

Friday, February 21, 1997 


7:35 

Fresh Prince Of Bel- Air 

8:00 

World Echo (Doc.) 

8:30 

Mini Series — Babvlon-5 

9:10 

Tycoons (Doc.) 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Hot Shots 

11:00 

Sisters 

12:00 

Yes Minister? 


Monday, February 24, 1997 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:05 

The Muppet Show 

2:30 

See How They Grow 

3:15 

French Programme 

4:00 

Crystal Maze 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:02 

Science Encyclopedia ( Doc. ) 

5:30 

French Programmes 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

America's Funniest Home Vedeos 

8:00 

You Bet Your Life 

8:30 

Babylon 5 — Science Fiction 

9:10 

Frontline (Doc.) 

Hong Kong — The Lion + The Dragon 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Crimes Of Passion (Feature Film) 

Voice From The Grave 

Starring: Kevin Dobson + Megan Ward 

12:00 

My God Friend 

Saturday, February 22, 1997 

2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:08 

Mickey & Donald Adventures 

2:30 

Moonin (Cartoon) 

3:00 

French Programme 

4:00 

Gillette (Sports) 

4:30 

Practical Guide To The Universe (Doc.) 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:10 

Blue Heelers (Drama) 

6:00 

French Programme 
Serie — Jack 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Ziva 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Hanging With Mr. Cooper 

8:00 

Magazine - 01 (Doc.) 

8:30 

Prism 

9:10 

Lois & Clark — The New Adventures O 
Superman 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

MacGyver 

11:00 

Feature Film — De Ju Vu Vanessa 
Starring: Joe Stewardson & Nan Hamilton 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:08 

Muppet Show 

2:30 

Captain Planet (Cartoon) 

3:00 

French Programmes 

4:00 • : 

Nature's inventions 

4:30 

Deep Water Haven 

5:00 

News Hash 

5:02 

American Chart Show 

6:00 

French Programme — Magazine 
Science — Cinq Sur Cinq 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Rose an ne (Comedy) 

8:00 

Discover Magazine — Sources Of Energy 

8:30 

Babylon-5 

9:10 

Extreme 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Under Suspicion 

11:00 

Hunter 

12:00 

Dad's Army 


Tuesday, February 25, 1996 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:0S 

Budgie — The Little Helicopter 

2:30 

FlinLstones 

3:00 

French Programme 

4:00 

Super Sports Follies 

4:30 

Dog House 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:10 

Fun With Physics 

5:20 

Varieties 

6:00 

French Programme 
Serie — La Lumiere Des Justes 

6:15 

Magazine — Extra Large 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Murphy Brown 

S:00 

Super Stars Of Action — Eddie Murphy 

8:30 

Encounter 

9:10 

Lost Civilisations 

10:00 

News Id English 

10:25 

Snowy River 

12:00 

Mission Impossible 


Wednesday, February 26, 1997 


Sunday, February 23, 1997 


2:00 

Holv Koran 

2:0S 

Jonny Quest (Cartoon) 

2:30 

Problem Child t Cartoon') 

3:00 

French Programme 

4:00 

Global Family (Doc.) 

4:30 

Energy Express 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:10 

Our World, Their world (Doc.) 

5:15 

All Our Children 

6:00 

French Programme 
Magazine — - Faui Pas Rever 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 

7:30 

News Headlines 


2:00 

Holy Koran 

2:08 

The Muppet Show 

2:30 

Adventures On Rainbow Pond (Cartoon) 

3:00 

French Programme 

4:00 

Earth Revealed (Doc.) 

4:30 

Escape From Jupiter 

5:00 

News Flash 

5:05 

Challenge (Doc.) 

5:30 

Border Town 

6:00 

French Programme 
Document — Ushuaia 

7:00 

Le Journal 

7:15 

Magazine — Sports Et Musique 

7:30 

News Headlines 

7:35 

Grace Under Fire 

S:00 

Varieties 

9:10 

Spencer For Hire 

10:00 

News In English 

10:25 

Cobra 

11:00 

Hart To Hart 



London rules 


By Samer Ghaieb Bagaeen 

WE TRAVEL abroad because of a need to experience dif- 
ferent surroundings, to break with routine, to do things we 
normally do not do. and to be with friends we do not get 
to see very often. 

I First went to London when I was only 3 years old. and 
I have been going back for more ever since. I have even 
lived there for a few years. It- is a city where ancient ele- 
gance and new opulence are all tangled up in a dazzling 
blur of op and pop. 

In London it is your individuality that pulls you through. 
There, you can afford to be really experimental in every- 
thing you do. It offers you a kind of freedom that no other 
place on Earth can. 

Today. London pulses anew with the good vibrations of 
an epic scale youthquake. Change is in the air and 
Londoners are mad for it. 

There is an atmosphere of general enthusiasm among 
entrepreneurial people in Britain because they see people, 
young people, about to lead their country. Young people 
who are enthusiastic about ideas. 

Ideas that have made London the place to which people 
around the world must all look to leam how to act. how to 
think, and how to dress. 

Reasons behind this youthquake include the three-year- 
old National Lottery which has pumped considerable 
money into the arts and the new Eurostar trains which 
bring money-spending, culture-consuming Europeans 
through the Channel Tunnel. 

To these we can add that Britain is the fust of the major 
EU countries to emerge from the recession of the early 
1 990s: U.K.'s growth rate is rated as the EU's highest and 
its unemployment is among the lowest. 

To understand the big picture here, you have to accept 
that culture is an exciting and important part of modem 
society. Sure, jobs and industry matter, but good fun also 
counts. 

A good fun and a youthful generation that have trans- 
formed London into a seat of a thriving film industry as 



well as a centre of music, gastronomy, and fashion dial 

“SSTSEb. Secret, And Lies. 

Four Wedd- And A Funeral, you wn»ed a no» 

don coming to the fore. There was a real d '““'t 
generation gap over them. People under 40 lo\cd them 
and people over 40 hated them. 

Nowadays, every rotting wharf, every doused ULhty, 
and every seedy locale is a restaurant or an arts complex 
waiting to happen. A remodelled disused garage \ pe 
in May as a "G astrodome” consisting o» an outdoor mar- 
ket. restaurant, cafe, and a kitchenware shop. 

Even in the arts evidence of this youthquake are plenti- 
ful. Acknowledgin'! the power of the current rxste- making 
generation, the rubric of the Turner Prize tor art was 
changed so that onlv artists aged 50 and under could win. 

The 1960s. in London as every where, were a fundamen- 
tally upbear time. A sunny optimism permeated everything 
and possibilities seemed limitless. The Beatles were at 
their peak and where looked up to in awe as arhuers of a 
positive new age in which the dead customs of the older 
generation could be refreshed and remade through the cre- 
ative energy of the classless young. 

Today’s London is a city that is full of innovation in 
fashion and quality, a city that has a rhythm of elegance 
that seems to transcend the temporal, and a city that 
deserves the title bestowed upon it by Newsweek maga- 
zine a few months ago: “The eoolest city on the planet. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

She is sweet and kind. 

Inn aha holwah wa latifah. 

** My love for her is deep and touching. 

Hobbi Iaha ameeq wa shadeed. 

** She is a perfection of beauty, elegance and innocence. 
Inn aha aayah fil jamal, war-riqqah wal-bara’ah. 

** She is a good sport and pretty. 

Innaha that rooh tayyebah wa-tharifah. 

** She is gifted and diligent. 

Innaha mawhoobah wa-nmjtahidah- 


The Bald: “And I’ve purchased u comb and a vial for 
hair-dyeing!" 


■r. a * s 


CRITICAL SITUATION 


** I am glad to meet her. 


Yasurroni an oqabiloba. 


** I seriously think of asking her hand from her parents. 
Ofakkir jiddiyan bitalab yadiha min waalidayha. 


* * * * 


JOKES 


• Customer: “I want only one dish not two. Why did you 
bring two? 

Waiter: “Have another look, please. It’s one dish.” 
Customer: “I wonder why there's only one fly in it!” 


* * * 


• The bankrupt: "I've bought an iron-safe to keep my 
money in iL” 


YOU are a tennis player of deservedly great fame. You 
are also a decidedly mediocre sculptor. Nevertheless, 
because of your tennis reputation, you find yourself able to 
sell your sculptures at fancy prices. And do so. 

One piece for which the customer has already paid you 
is lost in transit during delivery. Naturally you offer to 
return the purchaser's money: but he writes you! 

"Forget it. Keep the money, and consider it an all-roo- 
.small recompense .on my pan for the pleasure it has given 
me to watch you in many tennis matches. — I mean it. 

Should you keep the money? 

>S * 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Where are Panama hats made? 

2. What poet awoke one morning to find himself 
famous? 

3. What is a crinoline? 

4. What kind of leather is most extensively used for 
gloves? 

5. What was the first metal used by man? 

6. What are the Romance languages? 

7. What is Yom Kippur? 



Madonna sings in the role of Eva Peron in the movie Evita (Reuter photo) 

Argentine leader calls for boycott of Evita 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Vice President Carlos Rucakuf 
Sunday urged Argentines to boycott of Evita saying the 
movie was an insult to the late Eva Peron. 

The movie, which features pop star Madonna in the main 
role, opens in Buenos Aires next week. 

"I recommend that anyone who cherished or who contin- 
ues to cherish the memory of Eva Peron reject the total dis- 
respect shown her and the Argentine people in this film by 
not going to see it.” said Mr. Rucakuf, who leads the 
Peronist Party. 

The movie is based on a musical about the rags-to-riches. 
radio soap-opera actress who wed ex-President Generai 
Juan Domingo Peron. 



poor’ in Argentina as a prostituiennH 1 W rhe icon of the 
Rucakuf said i n an interview within 2* ^Wtuimf .** Mr. 

"The film is an insult?,! u . p“ h Ciunica paper. 
Argentines as well, as Evita w-i °? Ws ’ und 1 kdieve to all 
hood.” the vice president said ** U s ' mbo1 our nation- 
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Arts & Culture 

Oscar-feted war film overcame long odds — director 


By Erik Kirschbaum 
Reuier 

BERLIN — The British 
director of The English 
Patient said Sunday he har- 


boured no ill-will against all 
the major Hollywood stu- 
dios which for years had 
rejected his film and admit- 
ted he was still stunned by 
its j 2 Academy Award nom- 


inations. 

Anthony Minghella. who 
brought the romantic war- 
time epic set in Italy and 
Africa to the screen, said in 
interview with Reuters 


'■I.': 
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British film director Anthony Minghella (left) and actress Kristin Scott Thomas pose 
for photographers prior a press conference to present their film The English Patient 
at Berlin’s 47th International Film Festival (Reuter photo) 


that even friends called him 
crazy to try to mm a deco- 
rated, if complex, novel by 
Canadian Michael Ondaatje 
of the same name into film. 

“When I started out four 
years ago, many friends 
called to say I must be crazy 
to film the book,” 
Minghella said as the 130- 
minure work made its inter- 
national debut before an 
enthusiastic audience at the 
47th Berlin Film Festival. 

“They said ir is oblique, 
not really a novel, with no 
characters, no story. It is 
more like a magazine with 
wonderful stories in it,” he 
said. “As it happens. 
(Hollywood studios) read 
this book and couldn’t make 
any sense of it either. It was 
a very hard job to get some- 
one to give us tiie money for 
this,” 

Minghella's film has 
already won two Golden 
Globe Awards and is the 
odds-on favourite to win 
Berlin's Golden Bear 
Award. Its 12 Oscar nomi- 
nations set a new record for 
British films, surpassing the 
11 Richard Attenborough’s 
Gandhi received. 

“The nominations are 
beyond any dream anyone is 
entitled to have,” he said. 

Based on Ondaatje's 1992 
Booker-Prize winning book, 
the film is the story of a love 
affair between a British 
woman and a German spy in 
Africa. With spectacular 
desert vistas and World War 
II as a backdrop, the film 
unfolds a moving tale as it 
shifts back and forth 
between the start and end of 
the war. 

“It is fascinating to me 
that while we were making 
the film eveiyone said it 
would have a very limited 
audience and now it is hav- 
ing a huge audience.” said 



Juliette Binoche in a scene from The English Patient. The film was named in 12 Academy Award categories (Reuter 
photo) 


Minghella, 43. who was a 
lecturer at Hull University- 
before trying his hand at 
directing. 

Bui Minghella said he 
realised the film was a long- 
shot. 

“It was a very unpromis- 
ing document: A European 
film about a man haunted 
from his war-time past, 
good actors but no stars and 
a director who had little 
experience. 

“It was understandable 
that people (in Hollywood) 
had no faith in the film. But 
they were all completely 
wrong. I hope next time we 


won’t have to go around 
banging doors down again.” 

The director said funding 
problems had meant that 
actors accepted deferred 
salaries and the project was 
delayed and almost aban- 
doned at the start. 

Tipping his hat to the 
independent American film 
company Miramax, which 
rescued the project alter a 
long list of others had said 
no. Minghella conceded he 
never dreamed the film 
would ever attract such 
massive attention. 

“Miramax deserves credit 


for having the guts and the 
passion to make this. 
Everywhere else we went 
there were the people in the 
rooms with the calculators 
who run the numbers. Bur 
the one thing you can't cal- 
culate is emotion and pas- 
sion. It is the emotion and 
ihe passion that sustains this 
film.” 

Minghella's previous 
films 'were little noticed 
low-budget productions: 
Truly Madly Deeply and 
Mr. Wonderful. 

Although the leading 
actors — Ralph Fiennes. 
Juliette Binoche. Kristin 


Scott-Thomas and Willem 
Defiie — have distin- 
guished acting careers, none 
had names powerful enough 
to draw box office crowds 
the Hollywood majors 
count upon. 

“The great advantage of 
the (Oscar) nominations is 
that might encourage reti- 
eient members of the public 
to risk an evening to see the 
film.” Minghella said. “We 
didn’t have the advantage of 
the film being carried by a 
huge movie slur. We wanted 
to cast a film full of actors 
rather than film stars.” 


Iran hosts ‘international’ film festival in Islamic atmosphere 


By Mehrdad Balati 
Agence France Presse 

TEHRAN — Iran is playing 
host to an international film 
festival in an austere atmos- 
phere far-removed from the 
glitz of Hollywood, with 
moral rather than aesthetic 
values expected to dominate 
jury selections. 

Some 60 feature-length 
movies are being screened 
at the 10-day 15th Internati- 
onal Fajr Film Festival, 
which started on Feb. 10 on 
the 18th anniversary of the 
1979 Islamic Revolution. 

However, only the Iranian 
films are being entered for 
competition while the do- 
zen foreign films available 
are showcased on the side- 


lines. 

Several American movies, 
including three by OsCar- 1 
winning director Oliver 
Stone, are featured in the 
festival — much to the de- 
light of Iranian movie buffs 
who are usually forced to 
turn to the video black mar- 
ket to see tinsel town's 
blockbusters. 

Every day. thousands of 
anxious fans queue outside 
a dozen theatres hoping to 
be among the lucky ones to 
obtain seats, but many are 
disappointed. 

Police wade into the fran- 
tic pushing and shoving of 
the crowds to make men and 
women form separate lines 
to minimise physical con- 
tact between members of 


the opposite sexes. 

_ And on occasions, baton- 
■-weilding'- policemen charge 
at the crowds swarming 
around the theatres to dis- 
perse them and ease traffic 
jams created by the cinema 
queues in the streets. 

Recently, a group of Is- 
lamic militiamen showed up 
in from of Azadi Theatre in 
northern Tehran to enforce 
the Islamic code of dress 
and conduct. 

The militiamen, known as 
the Basijis, stopped young 
men dressed in fashionable 
Western styles to check 
their identities and question 
their links with accompany- 
ing females. 

Ln a theatre reserved for 
special screenings for film 


critics and reporters, women 
were repeatedly admon- 
ished through a loud speak- 
er to fully cover their heads. 

The Iranian movies of- 
fered this year are generally 
of human interest, or deal 
with the 1980-1988' Iran- 
lraq War in didactic melo- 
dramatic tales. Films from 
internationally-acclaimed 
directors such as Abbas Kia- 
rostami and Mohsen Makh- 
malbaf are absent this year. 

Culture Minister Mostafa 
Mirsalim has told the jury of 
five, including two ministry 
officials, to make their rec- 
ommendations based on 
“moral and divine values 
and a sense of cultural 
responsibility.” 

“Our selections should set 


an example and guide the 
future trend of filmmaking 
in the Islamic Republic,” he 
said, quoted by movie pub- 
lications. 

Several revolutionary or- 
ganisations have set up their 
own award committees to 
select movies according to 
their religious and revolu- 
tionary merits. 

The Martyr Foundation 
said it would finance a pil- 
grimage to Mecca for the di- 
rector of their choice. 

An organisation tasked 
with promoting prayers in 
Iran will offer gold coins to 
any director whose film 
contains prayer scenes, and 
who works to promote the 
practice among youth. 

“We hope the jury will 


make religion its main crite- 
ria for evaluations." said an 
official of the prayer organ- 
isation, Hossien Vaezinejad. 

But many film critics here 
disagree. 

“The subject of aesthetic is 
still not fully understood 
here.” said Ali-Reza Shemira- 
ni of Film-Video monthly. 
“We still judge movies from 
an emotional point of view” 

Iranian cinema took off 
after the 1979 revolution, 
winning over 160 awards at 
international contests. 

But Islamic fundamentalists 
deeply distrust the attention 
heaped on Iranian art movies 
at foreign festivals, seeing it 
as a “plot” to encourage apa- 
thy among filmmakers to- 
wards the revolution. 


Under mounting pressure, 
the authorities 'issued a 
lengthy directive last year 
laying down strict rules for 
filmmaking in Iran, such as 
a ban on “inappropriate” 
close-ups of women and on 
movies which reflect a "ne- 
gative image” of the Islamic 
Republic. 

“We have limited re- 
sources here and films con- 
trary to our Islamic identic}' 
and beliefs should not be 
expected to be made.” said 
Ezatollah Zarghami, the 
head of the Culrure Minis- 
try’s Cinema Division. “We 
want a faultless cinema.” 

Abolfazl Jalili. a director 
whose work has been 
praised in European festi- 
vals. said six of his movies 


had been banned by a moral 
watchdog council ■ at the 
ministry. 

“These regulations reflect 
not the Islamic Law. but 
what has become a norm in 
our society” director of 
action films, Behruz Fa- 
khimi. complained. 

Islamic “pressure groups 
exercise their will and the 
authorities listen because 
they are afraid of them." he 
added. “These groups are in 
the minority but they hold 
sway.” 

“Cinema is not yet fully 
purified in the eyes of our 
people. We still have many 
doubts and feel ambivalent 
about the art." said film crit- 
ic. Hossein Soltan-Moham- 
madi. 


Mulberry — 25 years of the best in British style 


FROM THE sumptuous 
accessories, to its beautiful- 
ly styled clothing. Mulberry 
has established a worldwide 
reputation for distinctive, 
high quality goods. 

Taken high above the 
smart streets of Kensington 
at Richard Branson’s Roof 
Gardens, Mulberry’s mens- 
wear is cooL classic and 
modem. Tomato-red tartans 
with crisp white open-neck 
shirts are perfectly comple- 
mented by British shoe de- 
signer Oliver Sweeney’s 
Hoffman chukka boots in 
Havana leather. 

Roger Saul, the creator of 
Mulberry, began designing 
leather chokers and belts 25 
years ago on the kitchen ta- 
ble of his London flat. To- 
day Mulberry is a great Bri- 
tish success story with glob- 
al retail sales of over £81 
million. 

More than 50 shops in 
Europe, the United States, 
Scandinavia and the Far 
East sell the definitive Eng- 
lish lifestyle. The range inc- 
ludes clothing for men and 
women, the Home Collec- 
tion and toiletries, while the 
famous leather accessories 
are best defined by the ex- 
quisitely crafted MuUberry 
agendas and briefcases. 

The company continues to 
move forward at a beady 
pace. A flagship store 
opened at the start of the 
year in London’s Bond 
Street. And the company 
has added more prizes to its 
cabinet this year, including 
the British Export Award 
for Accessories by selling 
over 70 per cent of its goods 
abroad. 



In May. the company also 
announced the placing of 28 
per cent of its shares on the 
Alternative Investment 
Marker, valuing the busi- 
ness at well over £30 mil- 
lion. 

Mulberry can look to the 
future with great optimism: 
A flagship store opens soon 


in Tokyo's fashionable 
Ginza district, while the 
expansion of the clothing 
range — the Roger Saul 
Collection (a more contem- 
porary direction for men 
and women) and the Guinea 
— a gentlemen’s bespoke 
service — will introduce 
Mulberry's and craft to an 


even wider clientele. 

With an increasing world 
market eager to own its bril- 
liantly crafted, timeless 
British lifestyle clothing 
and accessories. Mulberry's 
future is expected to be 
even more exciting and 
prosperous — London 
Press Service. 


Grammy’s best new artist? It’s a 
thin line between best and bust 


By Larry McShane 
The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Two 
cautionary words for 
this year's Grammy- 
winning best new artist: 
Milli Vaniili. 

Remember Rob Pila- 
tus and Fab Morvan, 
the deadlocked pretty 
boys who captured the 
1989 Best New Artist 
Award? You don't 
remember their victory; 
you remember their 
embarrassing exposure 
as lip-synching poseurs 
later stripped of their 
Grammy. 

“The most notorious 
group of the ‘80s,” critic 
John Floyd once wrote 
of the Vanillis, whose 
debut album sold 7 mil- 
lion copies. “Two hand- 
some. talentless” artists, 
he added. 

It’s a sad tale. But 
that’s all too often the 
fate of the best new 
artist, whose tiny gra- 
mophone statue comes 
with a lot of bad karma. 
Just ask — if you can 
find any of ‘em — past 
winners like the Star- 
land Vocal Band, The 
Swingle Singers, A Taste 
Of Honey or Men At 
Work. 

This year's nominees 
carry some cachet of 


hipness: The cutting 

edge band Garbage; the 
folksy, chart-topping 
Jewel; MTV favourites 
No Doubt; country's 
teen wonder, Leann 
Rimes; smooth R and B 
sensation The Tony Rich 
Project. But once upon a 
time, so did Marvin 
Hamlisch (1974 winnerl 
and Arrested Develop- 
ment (1992 winner). 

The award's aura of ill 
will really dates to the 
late *70s-early ‘80s 
string of “winners,” a 
frightening mix of one- 
hit wonders, MTV’ cari- 
catures, Pat Boone 
progeny and dating fod- 
der for the artist then 
known as Prince. 

They were, from 1976 
through 1984: The Star- 
land Vocal Band. Debby 
Boone. A Taste Of Ho- 
ney. Rickie Lee Jones. 
Christopher Cross. 
Sheena Easton. Men At 
Work. Culture Club. 
Cyndi Lauper. (Pity 
Poor Jones, a real talent 
who assumed the mantle 
of best new artist from 
the band behind the hit 
Boogie Oogie Oogie.) 

Some frightening 
best new artist 
numbers: 

— Of the 36 bon- 


ourees, 21 never 
returned to the winner’s 
circle. This group 

includes Robert Goulet, 
Hamlisch, Jody Watley, 
Bobby Darin, Tom 
Jones and Mariah 

Carey. 

— In the year they 
were cited, the best new 
artists collected 61 

Grammys. In subse- 
quent years, they collec- 
tively earned 25. 

— The most precipi- 
tous drop from hero to 
zero: Christopher 

Cross, of course. He col- 
lected five awards in 
1980 for his eaz-z-z-y 
listening album Sailing, 
but is currently on a 17- 
vear Grammy-free 
streak. 

Some quirky best 
new artist facts: 

— The Beatles, win- 
ners in 1964, won only 
two more Grammys — 
Album of the Year and 
Best Contemporary 
Album in 1967 for SgL 
Pepper's Lonely Hearts 
Club Band. Debby “you 
light up my life” Boone, 
the 1977 winner, 
matched that total with 
Gospel Grammys in 
1980 and 1984. 


— Milli Vaniili 's victo- 
ry was purged from all 
official history of the 
National Academy of 
Recording Arts and 
Sciences Inc. There is no 
longer any listing 
between “Miiler, Roger” 
and “Mills, Erie.” the 
1989 best artist notation 
says only, “no award.” 

— Crosby. Stills And 
Nash shared a single 
Best New Artist Award 
in 1969. Neither Crosby, 
Stills or Nash ever won 
another, individually or 
in any combination. 

It’s too early to say if 
the “curse” will drag 
down recent winners 
like Sheryl Crow and 
Hootic And The 
Blowfish. but bet on 
Sheryl to fare better 
than Hootie. Female 
best new artists — Bette 
Midler, Carly Simon, 
Sade, Toni Braxton — 
have more success in 
avoiding the jinx. 

Further proof: 1991's 
winner, Mr. Marc 
‘^walking in Memphis” 
Cohn. 
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Budding African Hollywood cashes in on the kaleidoscope Cape 


By Mohammad Allie 

CAPE TOWN — Cape 
Tow -'n is emerging as one of 
the southern hemisphere's 
leadi ng movie-making capi- 
tals. with a growing number 
of foi ’eign film crews taking 
advan tage of its spectacular 
scener y and weak currency. 

Seve ral muhi-million-dol- 
lar pro* ductioib have recent- 
ly been completed or are in 

the pipeline. The develop- 
ment is helping to boost the 
local film industry, which 
has doubl ed its workforce to 
more than 600 employees in 
the past two years, and the 
growth looks likely to be 
sustained. 

Since the end of the apar- 
theid era in the early 1990s. 
the movie business across 
Sou til Africa has enjoyed 
similar expansion, and the 
national economy is benefit- 


ing. With filmmakers now 
bringing more than 100 mil- 
lion rand a year into the 
country, the government has 
moved to nurture the bud- 
ding Hollywood potential, 
and is planning to establish 
a national film and video 
school to develop new 
skills. 

Much of the growth is fo- 
cused on Cape Town and the 
rolling countryside nearby 
that offers a kaleidoscope of 
film settings. 

“The Western Cape is a 
unique area,” says Mike 
McCarthy, managing direc- 
tor of a local production 
company working with the 
international crews. “Within 
a radius of 250 kilometres 
from the centre of Cape 
Town, you have probably 15 
to 16 major locational 
shifts. 

“We have everything from 
the German Black Forest 


and the lakes to palm-lined 
beaches. We have parts of 
the Cape that look like Scot- 
land. parts that look like 
Bordeaux in France. If you 
go up the west coast you can 
have Greece if you want ... 
You can double for other 
countries which is very con- 
venient. 

“Besides the scenery, die 
bottom line will always be 
money. At the moment, 
coming to South Africa is a 
very attractive proposition 
for foreign crews because 
our currency is very weak 
on the international ex- 
change markets.” 

Initially, foreign crews 
came to shoot commercials 
for multinational companies 
making cars and fcforwear. 
While this is still a healthy 
sector, the latest big invest- 
ment has been in film 
drama. 

Last year, international 


The freedoms ushered in by the end of 
the apartheid era have helped to 
attract international fUmraakeK to 
South Africa. Another big draw has 
been the varied scenery around Cape 
Town, offering a range of natural set- 
tings 


stars Sidney Poitier and 
Michael Caine visited to 
make One Man One Vote, 
based on South Africa’s 
transition to democracy. A 
three-year project to shoot a 
Canadian television series. 
The Adventures Of Sinbad 
The Sailor, began in Sep- 
tember. And two other big 
films, Barry and The Grab- 
bers, are currently in re- 
search stage. 

Roy Rudolph, director of a 
Cape Town production 


company working with the 
Canadians on Sinbad, says 
of the arrival of foreign 
crews; “It’s certainly given 
the (local) industry a shot in 
the arms. It's allowed peo- 
ple to think of it as a full- 
time occupation.” 

In the past. South African 
filmmakers often used the 
area in summer, but then 
fled north to Johannesburg 
to escape Cape Town’s cold 
and wet winters. However, 
indoor sets are being built 


for substantial parts of Sin- 
bad, so filming can continue 
year-round. 

Such a production helps to 
develop different parts of 
the industry. Jonathan Ha- 
ckett, the Canadian produc- 
er of Sinbad, says; “We tend 
to build structures that have 
long-term value, as opposed 
to the kind of ephemeral 
value of a beautiful moun- 
tainside and a wonderful 
beach which is required by 
commercials. 

“We're creating a market 
for craftsmen to create sets, 
for seamstresses to build 
wardrobes, for fabric outlets 
to sell their wares and con- 
struction companies to build 
sets and props.” 

While the South African 
film industry was always 
the domain of whites during 
the apartheid years, the re- 
cently-formed Cape Film 
and Video Foundation, 


which includes trade union 
representatives, aims to en- 
sure that black people are 
trained for the industry’. 

"Training and develop- 
ment has to be the most im- 
portant thing we do now — 
more important even than 
marketing." says McCarthy. 
“We're very grateful for the 
foreign crews that come in. 
They seem to have a high 
degree of social awareness. 
They are always looking for 
trainees from the disadvan- 
taged sector.” 

Training of locals features 
high on Hacken's agenda. 
“It's very hard now because 
when you arrive you need 
people with developed 
skills.” he says. “But a part 
of the apprenticeship prog- 
ramme has to include trying 
to find people from under- 
developed communities 
who are interested and wont 
to move into this kind of 


bu>il*£SS.“ 

One of those who is starl- 
ing to make is Robert Ben- 
jamin. currently, third assis- 
tant director on Sinbad. 
With the experience he has 
acquired from working with 
the Green Screen, a special- 
effects device using com- 
puter images. Benjamin is 
now looking foward to big- 
ger things. 

“1 want to direct one day.” 
he says. “Working on Sin- 
bad gives me a chance to 
work with the Green 
Screen, which is very excit- 
ing. It gives me a good op- 
portunity to see how people 
do it. 

"With this production 
we'll be doing lots of work 
in front of the Green Screen. 
That's good, because you 
see how the guys actually 
did Superman" — Gemini 
News. 


Director F orman defends new film against feminists 



American actress Courtney Love (right), film director Milos Forman (centre), and actor Edward Norton (left) pose 
for photographers prior a press conference to present their film The Peoples Vs. Larry Flint at Berlin's 47th 
International Filmfestival (Reuter photo) 
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SHIP WRECKED 
By Dorothy B. Martin 
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Diagram! ess, 21x21 
By James Barrick 


ACROSS 
i Tibetan monk 

5 Piaster of — 

6 Cd at «iifgo 
id Um to me iiAm 
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27 “So be «r 

2 B " era I sett — “ 

30 FWawevoH 
VX*B. for short 
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34 Shan tree 
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SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. One nure-flre Indication of approaching age is the midden 
need In nap. 

2. Woman driving mail van has fender bender wllh bus full of 
the other gender. 

3. Blistered backpacker abandons very heavy pack along 
highway, hitchhikes back to town. 

4. Could the prudish artist perhaps gladly reply to hie 
critics: ~No nudes is good nudea~T 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. PBB-JSQY ECYPJ ATTJLPBB KBPIYC KPHBYH 

LPBB JT JYPQQPJY T» BPflJ EBPI TA 
AKWPB EPtJY, — ByEaHIraload 

2. UNGH. BE ACY KINK DUBLH ACY’IN 

2CODNL XC9NDDBLZ ECS LCDDBLZ, GVNCH 
BD CYD. DL'N J B O O X DMA JN BL DDK 
<2 M B O . —By Barbara J.Rugg 

3. LOHTD PEHAGOHHRSG PISTCH SATZNSGO 

WTIR Fit' Dl. WSNNH SHNOOZ. L8LOU EZ AC 
3SSUCS CAfllTAOGFOC. -By&C.Doyie 

4. DOGGIE ZCE SCCGIL THY DKOWNZ NR5SPTE 
RICTPAW KOKKILY PA SOGGILY. 

— By Ed Hndrffcenn 


By Erik Kirschbaum 
Reuter 

BERLIN — A contro- 
versial film The People 
Vs Larry Flynt about 
the Hustler magazine 
publisher pays tribute 
to press freedom and 
does not glorify pornog- 
raphy as its critics 
claim, director Milos 
Forman said Saturday. 

Sp eaking after his film 
made its international 
premiere at the 45th 
aom i a l Berlin F ilm 
Festival, Forman lashed 
out at feminist leaders 
such as Gloria Steinem 
and others who have 
denounced the film they 
say has glamourised 
pornography. 

‘■‘I am surprised that 
anyone sees pornogra- 
phy glorified in this 
film,” Forman said at a 
news conference after 
his film was warmly 
applauded by more 
tfian':l,t)00 journalists at 
a press screening. “I 
personally find pornog- 
raphy tasteless and bor- 
ing* 

But Forman said that 
the film, which won two 
Academy Award nomi- 
nations 'in Los Angeles 
last week, was about 
freedom of the press 
and not pornography. 

“I don't think people 
will run out into the 
streets and buy Hustler 
because of tins film,” 
Forman said. *‘1 would 
not call this a giamouri- 
sation of Larry Flynt 
His is a rogue, a charm- 
ing rogue. To say this 
glorifies him would be 
like saying Romeo And 
Juliet glorifies suicide. 
It is a demagogical 
question.” 


Forman’s film depicts 
the tumultuous life of 
Flynt a dirt-poor grade 
school drop-out who 
ran strip clubs in Ohio 
before launching his 
successful hairi-core 
porn magazine Hustler 
m 1973. Aside from a 
few b are-breast scenes, 
there are no other sexu- 
ally explicit moments in 
The People Vs Larry 
Flynt 

The film spotlights his 
legal battles against 
America’s conservative 
Christian leader, the 
Reverend Jerry Falwell, 
and othere opposed to 
his magazine because of 
its obscenity. Flynt now 
54, was paralysed from 
the waist down after an 
unknown assailant shot 
him while he was leav- 
ing a courthouse in 
19^8. 

After defeating Fal- 
well in the Supreme 
Court Flynt said: “If 
they will protect a 
scumbag like me, then 
they’ll protect all of 
you” 

Woody Harrelson. 
who portrays Flint won 
a best actor nomination 
last week for his con- 
vincing performance 
and Forman was nomi- 
nated for another best 
directing Oscar. He has 
already won Academy 
Awards for One Flew 
Over The Cuckoo’s Nest 



Woody Harrelson (in wheelchair) and Courtney Love (left) in a scene from The 
People Vs Larry Flynt (Reuter photo) 


and Amadeus. 

“Pornography is the 
price to pay for freedom 
of the press.” said 
Forman. “Freedom of 
the press is more impor- 
tant than elections or 
free markets. Elections 
and free markets can be 
manipulated, as Hitler 
did. But a free press 
cannot” 

Any laws aimed at 
restricting pornography 
may seem noble at first 
dance, Forman said. 
But opening the door to 
censorship “even just a 
crack” paves the way 
for dictators and auto- 
crats who would move 
forward to undermine 
democracy. 

“If I didn’t live so long 
in a country with cen- 
sorship. 1 don’t think I 
would have had the pas- 
sion to make this 
movie,” said the Czech- 
born Forman, who 
admitted he had never 
bought Hustler even 
though he has read it on 
occasion. 

Courtney Love, a 
rock-star turned ac- 
tress, said that feminists 
were wrong to opposed 
the film. 

“lama feminist and I 
feel that the reactions 
against the film com- 
pletely miss the higher 
pomt, which is freedom 


of the press,” she said. 

Forman admitted that 
he had to accept some 
restrictions on the film 
in the United States. A 
provocative marketing 
poster with Harrelson 
clad in an American 


flap and posing as a cru- 
cifix in front of a nearly 
naked woman’s vagina 
was banned and will 
only be used outside the 
United States. “I didn’t 
like this, but I accepted 
it,” he said. 


ANSWERS 


CRITICAL SITUATION 

POSSIBLE ANSWERS: 

• Yes. 

• You should return the money. Even though vow 
sculpture sells largely because you are a crack rennu 
player, your sense of honesty » preserved bv (he fictior 
of actually delivering the statues. 

; YeS ’. if yOU need iL Y ™ « ^nd him anolh,r peer 
of your junk instead. Or a p as , B lhs w Ioum;l J nL 

Sf * « !•; 

bank of knowledge 

1. Ecuador. Pern and Columbia. 

2. Lord Byron. 

4. Sheep. 

5. Copper. 

6. Those descended from the rwinnl-.r i ,• 

Spanish. French. Italian. Portugal 

7 - Day of Atonement, a Jewish holidav. 
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News 

DFLP ready to drop armed 
struggle, wants to join talks 
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A hardl,n * Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) faction announced Wednesday it was 
ready to back off its armed struggle against Israel and take 
pan in the upcoming final phase of peace negotiations with 
the Jewish state. 

Qais Abdul Hakim, deputy secretary general of the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) in 
the West Bank town of Ramallah, told AFP the proposals 
had been made in a message to Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat . ■ 

“The time has come for us to find common denomina- 
tors between ourselves and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) and the paper (to Arafat) suggested some 
points to organise our relations,” Mr. Abdul Hakim said, 

“There must be agreement in the Palestinian ranks going 
into final status negotiations. We would like a leadership 
agency including all the Palestinian movements to oversee 
the negotiations.” he said. 

The Damascus-based DFLP has been violently opposed 
to Mr. Arafat’s peace deals with Israel and, although it con- 
tinues to keep a place in the PLO leadership, it has refused 
in the past ro join any negotiations. 

Israel and the Palestinians are due 10 launch final status 
negotiations by mid-March to deal with the thorniest issues 
of their historic conflict, and the Palestinians hope to 
emerge from the talks, due to end by May 1999, with an 
independent state. 

Mr. Abdul Hakim said the note to Mr. Arafat “contains no 
reference to the armed struggle. This is something we can 
discuss in the framework of the national dialogue.” 

Od Saturday Mr. Arafat called for the launching of a 
-‘national dialogue” between the PNA and groups 
opposed to the peace process with Israel, including mili- 


tant groups such as the Islamic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 

Mr. Arafat is due to lead the first session of the dialogue 
on Feb. 26 in Nablus. 

The DFLP leadership in Damascus questioned the call for 
dialogue in a statement on Tuesday, saying reconciliation 
moves must have a “clear political base.” 

Mr. Abdul Hakim said the statement was not a rejection 
of Mr. Arafat’s invitation to meet, adding that the propos- 
al paper sent to the Palestinian president “was drawn up 
both by the Damascus leadership and the leadership” in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In further signs of a reconciliation between the DFLP and 
the PNA, the movement announced earlier this week that 
it had received permission 10 publish a newspaper in Gaza 
City. 

In preparation for the launch of the newspaper, the DFLP 
opened a media office in Gaza City on Monday. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, head of the PLO’s political depart- 
ment, on Wednesday welcomed the DFLP decision ro seek 
to join peace talks with Israel. “Undoubtedly the participa- 
tion of all Palestinian factions in these negotiations is very 
important,” Mr. Kaddoumi said. 

He said he hoped other Palestinian opposition groups 
would participate “so we can have a Palestinian consensus 
and Arab entente” on key issues. 

Mr. Kaddoumi spoke with reporters at the end of a three- 
day visit to Damascus for talks with Syrian officials and 
Damascus-based Palestinian groups. 

Mr. Kaddoumi himself has been a critic of the negotia- 
tions, but has retained his political post at the PLO's 
Tunisia-based offices. 


Lebanon continues questioning 
of Japanese Red Army suspects 
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BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese 
authorities pursued their interrogation 
of suspected Japanese Red Army 
members on Wednesday as Japan 
ordered tighter security at its missions 
abroad amid fears of attacks to avenge 
their arrest 

The suspects, including a key Red 
Army figure who took part in a dead- 
ly anti-Israeli attack in 1972, are being 
detained for holding false passports, 
judicial sources said. 

Five Japanese nationals and two 
Lebanese women, one of them a 
nurse, were arrested in weekend 
swoops in Beirut and Syrian-con- 
trolled areas of eastern Lebanon at the 
weekenti security sources said: 

In Tokyo, a Japanese ForeigD Min- 
istry spokesman said the tougher secu- 
rity at its embassies and other over- 
seas missions was aimed at countering 
any attacks by the Red Army, which 
has carried out terrorist campaigns 
around the world. 

A Japanese delegation from Tokyo 
which met attorney-general Adnan 
Addoum on Tuesday to discuss the 
arrests will remain in Lebanon until 
the end of the investigation, Japanese 
embassy officials said. 

Japanese ambassador Yasujji Ishika- 
gi told Zafer AI Hass an. director gen- 
eral at the Lebanese Foreign Ministry, 
said Tokyo will seek extradition of the 
suspects if they are confirmed as 
Japanese Red Array members. 

“In the absence of an extradition 
treaty (between Lebanon and Japan), 
we will wait for the completion of 
judicial procedures in Lebanon, but 
we hope for a positive response," said 
Masanori Yagi, first secretary at the 
Japanese embassy. 

The identities of all those arrested 
have still not been confirmed by 
Lebanese authorities although Foreign 
Minister Gares Mouez said Tuesday 
that security services were interrogat- 
ing “some Japanese citizens who are 
supposed to be members of the Japan- 
ese Red Army” about their involve- 
ment in some events. 

Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto said Tuesday that they 
include at least five suspected Red 
Army members, among them Kozo 
Okamoto, a 49-year-old key figure in 
the organisation. 

Lebanese intelligence sources in the 
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Bekaa Valley in Syrian-controlled 
eastern Lebanon, said they were 
aware of Okamoto 's frequent visits 
between Bekaa and Damascus where 
he resides. 

Okamoto was sentenced to life 
imprisonment in Israel for the may 
1972 attack on Tel Aviv’s Lod airport 
that left 26 people dead and SO 
wounded. He was freed in 19S5 dur- 
ing a hostage swap between Israel and 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

The Red Army was particularly 
active alongside Palestinian move- 
ments during the 1970s and 1980s, 
carrying out several plane hijackings 
and seizing or attacking numerous 
diplomatic - missions ^in. Asia and 
Europe. 

Okamoto was last seen Sunday in 
the Bekaa Valley with friends from the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) led by George 
Habash. One of the Lebanese women 
arrested* Omaya Abboud, 30, is a 
nurse who studied in Japan and had no 
links with the terrorist group, her 
lawyer said Wednesday. 

“She is innocent She has no relation 
with the Japanese Red Army,” said 
Hani Soleiman, who called on the 
attorney general to release his client or 
to specify the charges against her. 

“Her detention is illegal because 
according to the law, within 48 hours 
she should be tried or released, and 
today is the fifth day of her detention.” 
Mr. Soleiman told AFP. 

According to the Japanese media, 
the other Japanese arrested are Kazuo 
Tohiral 44. Hisashi Matsuda. 48, 
Mariko Yamamoto, 56, and Masao 
Adachi, 57. Formed in 1971 and led 
by a 5 1 -year-old Japanese woman 
called Fusako Shigenobu, the Red 
Army is believed to have about 30 to 
40 members mainly operating from its 
base in the Bekaa Valley. 

Lebanon has been trying to shed its 
war-time image as a haven for 
international extremist groups in an 
attempt to secure world confidence 
and investments for its multi-billion 
rebuilding project 

Japanese police said Wednesday that 
the Red Army had more recently 
established a group called the People’s 
Revolutionary Party, which trained 
members to carry out an armed revo- 
lution in Japan. 


The police, quoted by Jiji Press, said 
the new group was inaugurated in 
Damascusln August of 1991 with its 
top decision-making body based in 
Beirut 

With four branches covering the 
major cities of Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya 
and Fukuoka, the group has more than 
20 members in Japan, the police said. 
ThC group has also been conducting 
military training exercises in Japan, 
including one targetting a Japanese 
military airbase at Koraaki near 
Nagoya. 

Police reportedly discovered the 
group after finding a training manual 
in a floppy disk owned by Yukiko 
Ekita, a 46-yea^old. Red Army ? mem-: 
ber arrested in Romania two years ago 
for possessing a false passport Ekita 
was sent back to Japan in 1995, end- 
ing 18 years on the run. 

The manual reportedly stressed the 
importance of solidarity among mem- 
bers and absolute obedience to parry 
decisions. 

“Let's make a scenario like making 
a movie,” it reportedly says. “Some 
people have an image of the Russian 
revolution, while some have the 
Chilean or. Cuban revolution in mind. 
Some people also have an image of 
the Chinese revolution. We need to 
work out tactics and strategies that fit 
Japan’s particular conditions.” 

A Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper edi- 
torial said Wednesday that the arrests 
in Lebanon should deal a “devastating 
blow” to the Red Army which has 
been “driven into a comer” and “left 
out in the cold” by recent progress in 
Middle East peace talks. 

But the newspaper also noted that 
Shigenobu and other top leaders were 
still at large, looking for new bases in 
Asia and Latin America, and that the 
group was “far from inactive” as 
shown by recent arrests in Peru and 
Nepal. 

“Japan is not doing enough to fight 
terrorism,” the Yomiuri said, urging 
the government to “share the sense of 
crisis” felt by other nations and 
“quickly take steps” to combat terror- 
ist attacks more effectively. 

“We hope the Japanese police take 
advantage of the apprehension of the 
five Red Army members to eliminate 
the group once and for all.” it said. 


Deri’s 

lawyer 

resigns 

after 

slamming 
his client 

TEL AVIV (AFP)— The 
top lawyer representing a 
central figure in Israel's 
attorney-general scandal 
has resigned over his 
client's alleged actions in 
the affair. Israel radio 
reported Wednesday. 

Attorney Dan Avi- 
Yitzhak sent a letter of 
resignation Tuesday to 
Arieh Deri, head of the 
powerful religious party 
Shas, a key member of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's coalition, the 
radio said. 

Mr. Deri is at the center 
of allegations of high- 
level corruption surround- 
ing the short-lived 
appointment last month of 
a close Netanyahu associ- 
ate, Roni Bar-On. as attor- 
ney-general. 

According to the allega- 
tions which are currently 
under police investiga- 
tion. Mr. Deri pressured 
the government into 
appointing Bar-On attor- 
ney-general after Mr. Bar- 
On promised him a plea 
bargain in an ongoing 
trial for bribery. 

Police questioned Mr. 
Netanyahu about the 
affair for four hours Tues- 
day night. 

Mr. Avi- Yitzhak was 
himself at one point con- 
sidered for the attorney- 
general's job but Mr. Deri 
has admitted demanding 
the government back 
down on his appointment 
on grounds it would com- 
plicate his own legal case. 

Israel Radio said that 
relations between Mr. 
Avi-Yitzhak and Mr. Deri 
had deteriorated during 
the three weeks since the 
scandal broke and that the 
lawyer, in his letter, 
accused Mr. Deri of slan- 
dering him in testimony 
to police. 

“As a result of the 
investigation into the 
appointment- of Roni Rar- 
On as attorney general. I 
saw you defame me 
behind my back and you 
made up stories about 
me,” the radio quoted Mr. 
Avi-Yitzhak as saying in 
his letter of resignation. 

“And all because ... I 
went against your plans to 
appoint Bar-On,” the 
lawyer added. 

Mr. Deri was slated 
Wednesday to be ques- 
tioned again for his 
involvement in the affair 
that has rocked the politi- 
cal establishment and 
could bring about the fall 
of the government if Mr. 
Netanyahu is implicated. 

Police have questioned 
several of those close to 
the prime minister includ- 
ing his chief-of-staff 
Avigdor Lieberman and 
Justice Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi but no one has 
yet been warned they may 
be charged. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

East Jerusalem, but the pro- 
jects have never materialised. 

The United States on Tues- 
day criticised an Israeli gov- 
ernment move to press ahead 
with a road-building project 
around Jerusalem, saying it 
would not create confidence 
with the Palestinians. 

Israeli ministers agreed 
Tuesday to speed building of 

roads in and around Arab 
East Jerusalem, which Pales- 
tinians want to make the cap- 
ital of a future state. 

"We would have preferred 
that the action just taken by 
the Israeli government not 
have been taken at this time.” 
State Department spokesman 
Glyn Davies said. 

“We’ve said to both parties 
since the Hebron agreement 
that they should act in ways 
which build confidence and 
enhance prospects for future 
progress." he told a news 


briefing. “We would prefer to 
see steps taken now which 
continue to build positive 
momentum.” 

Under the Jan. 15 Hebron 
deal. Israel agreed to hand 
over 80 per cent of the West 
Bank city to Palestinian con- 
trol It was the last of seven 
West Bank towns from which 
Israel redeployed troops 
under a 1995 accord. 

Mr. Davies noted that the 
road project was originally 
approved by the former 
Labour government of 
Yitzhak Rabin with the aim 
of relieving congestion. Mr. 
Rabin was assassinated in 
1995. 

Mr. Davies declined com- 
ment on the so-called Har 
Homa project, which oppo- 
nents say could lead to a new 
upsurge of Palestinian anger 
and possible violence. 

Israeli developers have 
begun building a new settle- 
ment in the West Bank, bely- 


ing government statements 
that no new Jewish commu- 
nities were being created in 
the occupied Palestinian 
areas, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

Fifty homes have already 
been built in the settlement of 
Kfar Oranim, inside the West 
Bank next to the “green line” 
marking the separation 
between Israel and the occu- 
pied Palestinian territory, 
local Israeli officials said. 

They said current plans 
were to create a luxury resi- 
dential community of 600 
homes at the site. 

Israel’s previous Labour 
government initially autho- 
rised construction of Kfar 
Oranim in 1990, but later sus- 
pended die project as part of a 
freeze on most settlement 
building aimed at facilitating 
peace negotiations with 
Palestinians. 

Construction resumed 
without publicity several 


months ago after the 
Netanyahu government took 
power on a platform of 
expanding the Jewish pres- 
ence in the Palestinian areas. 

Mr. Netanyahu in August 
lifted the Labour freeze on 
settlement building, but has 
repeatedly declared that the 
move concerned only the 
expansion of existing settle- 
ments and that no permission 
had been given for the cre- 
ation of new Jewish commu- 
nities in the occupied areas. 

Developers at Kfar Oranim 
initially described their pro- 
ject as an enlargement of die 
nearby Israeli town of Lapid 
and insisted that all construc- 
tion lay on the Israeli side of 
the green line. 

But a municipal official in 
Lapid told AFP on Wednes- 
day that Kfar Oranim lay 
entirely within the West Bank 
and constituted an “indepen- 
dently managed settlement.” 

According to the Israeli 


anti-settlement movement 
Peace Now. some 4.000 new 
housing units are currently 
under construction in existing 
West Bank settlements as a 
result of Mr. Netanyahu's 
policy. 

Most of these lie in settle- 
ments located near the green 
line. 

Mr. Arafat on Wednesday 
renewed his condemnation of 
Israel for pursuing its settle- 
ment policy on the West 
Bank, saying this could make 
the peace process more diffi- 
cult 

“I am definitely against 
[his.” Mr. Arafat said at a 
press conference at Ankara 
airport on arrival from 
Moscow. 

“The expansion of the set- 
tlements is completely illegal 
and against the U.N. resolu- 
tions, against the agreements 
we have signed and against 
the American guarantees.” 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 20-21, 1997 



KING IN DUBLIN: His Majesty King Hussein and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Hava with Irish President Mary Robinson at the presidential resi- 
dence in Dublin on Wednesday (see story on page 1) 

FBI head arrives today 


(Continued from page 1 1 

Abu Marzouk. heuJ of (he 
political bureau of Hamas, 
who is detained in New York. 

A L".S. court has ruled that 
he be extradited to Israel, 
which accuses him of mas- 
terminding anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk. who 
denies the Israeli charge, was 
detained while reentering the 
U.S. through the John F. 
Kennedy airport in New 
York on a resident visa in 
July last year after his name 
appeared on a list of suspect- 
ed “terrorists." 

He huts dropped a legal 
tight against his extradition 
to Israel. 

Hamas, which has carried 
out several deadly atucks 
that killed dozens in Israel, 
has warned of stepped up 
violence if Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk is sent to the Jewish 
stale. 

Such violence could seri- 
ously undermine the ongoing 
peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians, and 
reports in the Israeli press 
said Prime Minister 
Benvumin Netanyahu was 


seeking a compromise after 
his police chiefs and security 
advisors advised him against 
an Abu Marzouk extradition 
to the Jewish slate. 

That compromise, accord- 
ing lo the Jordanian sources, 
involved sending Abu Mar- 
zouk to a "third country" — 
possibly Jordan — although 
the sources said it was not 
clear whether it was decided 
to send the Hamas leader to 
the Kingdom. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
w ho is on a visit to Europe, is 
expected home on Friday. 

The sources said it was 
highly likely that the King 
would meet with Mr. Freeh, 
who is scheduled to lease 
Friday evening for Cairo. 

“King Hussein is in contact 
with the U.S. administration 
to resolve not only the prob- 
lem related to Abu Marzouk 
but also to secure the release 
(from an Israeli prison! of 
(Hamas founder) Sheikh 
(Ahmad » Yassin.” said an 
official source. 

“Jordan is also exerting 
effort* to secure the freedom 
of all Palestinians held in 
Israeli jails.” added the 
source. 


Sheikh Yassin, the Ham. is 
founder, is sen- mg a Site tern: 
in an Israeli tail after bnmd 
guilty of involwmcui in th.' 
killing of an Israeli soldier 

His health i- icpxttedly 
deteriorating and Palestuu.iii 
leader Yasser Ai.if.it ha- 
warned that Yassin suppli- 
ers could unleash a w.i\e o! 
violence tl the ailing sheikh 
dies while in Israeli deten- 
tion. 

Mr. Freeh will he arming 
here from Isi.tel. where, 
according to Israeli newspa- 
pers, he discussed die fate of 
Mr. Ahu Mar/ouk with Its- 
ticc Minister T.tlii lla;vgb' 
and police eommis-ioner 
Assaf Hefei/, who h.t% 
reportedly recommended 
against the extraditior of the 
Hamas leader to Israei. 

The main purpose of Mr. 
Freeh's \isit to the region, 
according to U.S. spokes- 
men. is to open new FBI 
offices at the L’.S. embassies 
in Tel Aviv and Cairo to fight 
international crime. 

King Hussein is scheduled 
lo visit Washington for talks 
on March 1 8 u iih President 
Bill Clinton. 






--r» 






FROM ORLANDO 
ACROSS THE WORLD TO 
HONG KONG, 

The Hard Rock Cafes 
HAVE WELL ESTABLISHED 
THEMSELVES AS 
RESTAURANTS SERVING 
HIGH-QUALITY, 
MODERATELY PRICED 
AMERICAN-STYLE FOOD 
AND FEATURING AN 
ENDLESS SUPPLY 
OF ROCK’N’ROLL MUSIC. 

THROUGHOUT ITS 
HISTORY, THE HARD 
ROCK HAS WORKED 
TIRELESSLY FOR MANY 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
SOCIAL ISSUES AND FIAVE 
CLEARLY MAINTAINED 
A CHARITABLE 
REPUTATION. 


We are currently looking for three 
special people who have the 
necessary experience, enthusiasm 
and ability to reflect the special 
qualities of this organization. 


GENERAL MANAGER 


years of high volume restaurant 
experience, with a proven track 
record of success. English a must 


HEAD CHEF 


3+ years high volume restaurant 
experience with proven track 
record of success. English a must. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER 


Experience a must. Commendable 
communication skills. Fluency in 
Arabic and English is required. 

We offer all of the best.top pay, 
three weeks vacation and an 
opportunity to join in the spirit of 
this unique organization and make 
a difference. 


Please fax your CV to: 

Hard Rock Cafe, Amman. 
Attention F.K. - Fax. 683785 
No phone calls please 





Economy 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 20-21, 1997 


RUSH 


U.S. trade deficit in 1996 climbs 
to highest level in eight years 


WASHINGTON (AP) — America's 
foreign trade deficit surged to SI 14.2 
billion last year, the worst perfor- 
mance since 198S. The deficit with 
China hir an all-time high and the 
price of crude oil rose to the highest 
level in six years. 

The Commerce Department said 
Wednesday that the deficit in goods 
and services for all of 1996 was up S.7 
per cent from a 1995 imbalance of 
$105.1 billion. In December alone, the 
deficit jumped 29.6 per cent to $10.3 
billion. 

America's trade deficit stood at 
$38.8 billion in 1992 and has risen 
every year that President Clinton has 
been in office despite the president's 
efforts to close the gap with a number 
of market-opening trade agreements. 

Critics contend the rising deficits 
have cost millions of American jobs 
and show the failure of the administra- 
tion's free trade doctrine. 

The administration, however, argued 
that the continued increase in U.S. 
exports shows that efforts to break 
down foreign barriers is working. It 
blames the overall deficit on broader 
economic forces such as the disparity 


between America’s higher economic 
growth and the sluggish performances 
of many of its major trading partners. 

The deficit with Japan actually 
shrank for the second year in a row, 
falling to $47.7 billion in 1996, down 
19 per cent from 1995 and the small- 
est gap since 1991. America’s deficit 
with Japan hit an all-rime high of 
$65.7 billion in 1994 and then 
improved to $59.1 billion in 1995. 

The trade gap with China, however, 
is headed in the opposite direction. It 
jumped 17 per cent last year to $39.5 
billion, the worst showing for any 
country other than Japan. It marked 
the 11 th straight annual increase in the 
deficit with China and analysts believe 
this trend will result in the deficit with 
China surpassing the imbalance with 
Japan probably this year. 

America also suffered a record 
deficit with Mexico of $16.2 billion, 
up 5.3 per cent from 1995. 

Trade critics point to this statistic to 
show the failure of the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement which is 
eliminating trade barriers among the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. 
But the administration blames the ris- 


ing deficit with Mexico on that coun- 
try’s severe economic troubles trig- 
gered by the devaluation of its curren- 
cy in December 1994. 

In December, the $103 billion trade 
deficit was the worst showing since 
September. The trade imbalance had 
narrowed sharply in both October and 
November. 

For the year, the $114.2 billion 
deficit in goods and services was the 
largest imbalance since a $11 5.5 bil- 
lion trade gap in 1988. 

The deficit in goods alone of $1 87.6 
billion was an all-time high. However, 
it was offset by a record surplus in ser- 
vices. such as tourism, which hit 
$73.4 billion last year. 

Imports of crude oil rose 18.1 per 
cent in 1996 to $ 50.6 billion, reflect- 
ing higher prices. The volume _ of 
crude oil shipments actually dipped by 
1 -5 per cent but the average price per 
barrel rose from $15.83 to $18.98, the 
highest level since 1990. 

Total U.S. exports of goods climbed 
6.2 per cent to a record $61 1.7 billion 
last year. But imports of goods were 
also a record, rising 6.6 per cent to 
S799.3 billion. 


‘Foreign investment shying away from Iranian oil sector’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — U.S. 
sanctions are contributing to 
a marked reluctance by for- 
eign companies to invest in 
oil and gas projects in Iran, a 
senior oil official has said. 

Mohsen Yahyavi, the 
deputy chairman of the Iran- 
ian parliament's oil subcom- 
mittee. told Abrar newspaper 
there had been little response 
to a dozen oil and gas pro- 
jects put up for international 


bids by the oil ministry in 
August 1995. “Despite wide- 
spread arrangements by the 
ministry, foreign contractors 
are not much interested in 
engaging in petroleum pro- 
jects in Iran ” he said. 

The member of parliament 
blamed a general U.S. eco- 
nomic embargo on Iran 
Imposed in June 1995 to pun- 
ish the Islamic republic for 
its alleged support for inter- 


national terrorism. 

To tighten the sanctions, 
the United States passed a 
law in August last year to 
penalise non-U.S. firms mak- 
ing investments of over $40 
million in Iran’s oil or gas 
sector. 

Iranian officials had until 
now played down the impact 
of the U.S. sanctions on the 
oil industry. Oil Minister 
Gholamreza Aghazadeh said 


! Advertisement 

WorldCare Jordan Transmitted Via Satellite 


A Medical Lecture from Duke University Medical Center 


Under the patronage of His 
Excellency Dr. Arif Batayneh. 
Minister of Health, 'who was 
represented by Dr Hushem 
Jnddou '. WorldCare Jonlim 
f Telemedicine ) transmitted 

live via ^fteitiie^frm Duke 
University Medical Center - 
USA a lecture entitled: 
“ Difficult to huerpret 
Echoes: Prosthetic Valves " 
"Changing the Outcome of 
Con/nary Artery Disease " 

This is one of many events 
that WorldCare Jordan hosts 
as ftart qf its Continuing 
Medical Education (CME) 
Programme. 

A Ramadan meal from the 
Marriott Hotel was served 
during the iransmissitm that 


MV/.v attended by a large num- 
ber of JonUmiun fdiysicians 
with s/tecialiries in 
( ardiology. Cardiovascular 
System, internal Medicine. 
Surgery and Rudioh >g y. . 

The. physicians were -over- 
whelmed with both the med- 
ical and technical quality qf 
the transmission. They were 
able to benefit from the 
expertise of well-known U.S. 
Ciirdiohtgists and exchange 
medical f if unions with them 
directly. 

Also the U.S. \umel of car- 
diologists found the questions 
asked by the Jordanian 
physicians whit attended the 
transmission at WorldCare 
Jordan s premises, to be 


interesting and im[X>rtanl. 

This was the first medical 
lecture to he transmitted 
directly via satellite from the 
United Suites rf America to 
Jordan through WorldCare 
Internal it ma! (TelemeZlicihe)r 

It is worth mentiiming here 
tl)ui Duke University Medical 
Center Durham-N.C. is rme 
of the U.S. hospiutls that are 
within WorldCare s Medical 
Consortium. 

Other medical lectures and 
surgical operations deeding 
with various toftics will he 
transmitted in the coming 
months from the most 
renewed hospitals in the 
USA. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Fin. expert 
4 Spoke (with 
“up") 

9 IK temper 
13 Mare fare 

15 Modem Mede 

16 Eve's grandson 

17 Sure to occur 

19 Riding high 

20 Fix 

21 Showing great 



23 After flat or hard 

24 Serve soup 

25 Exhaust 

27 Is a philatelist 

30 Entrances 

31 Petulant 

32 Short trip 

33 Disagreeably 
sticky 

34 Digress 

35 Stir to anger 

36 Make do (with 
“out") 

37 Kind of wool 

38 Dealt with 
difficulty 

39 “Fantasia’’ figure 

41 Spirit 

42 Showed 
resentment 

43 Feudal land 

44 Soviet politician 
46 Lawmakers 

50 Alencon 

51 Deteriorating 

53 Help hoods 

54 Discover 
ancestry 

55 Feeble 

56 Develops, in a 
way 

57 Fourbagger 

58 Woodwind, 
briefly 


by Richard Thomas 


DOWN 

1 Coconut fibdr 

2 Glazier’s insert 

3 Env. address 
abbr. 

4 French 
astronomer 

5 Incensed 

6 Whittle 


7 Run out 

8 Without cheer 

9 Hound 

10 Well-off 

11 Spoils 

12 Notice 
14 Like the 

weather, at 
times 

18 Olympian Janet 
22 In a lazy way 

24 Pertaining to 
knowledge 

25 Very successful 

26 Lacking 
expression 

27 Physician 

28 Realty sign 

29 Drove at Indy 

30 fufint stamps 

31 Knight mare? 

34 Forte 

35 Reindeer 
landing 

37 Trailer 

38 Sharpie 
40 Gem faces 


QUQQi QQQQ □□GB 

□□aam naaa oisaa 
BHS2BE □□□□□□□□□ 
SBSHOQHQ □□□□□□ 
DDQQ CDQQQ H 
DQQQQQ QQQQ QQQ 
□□□□ QQE9QD UUU 
□BQEQnaHiaEEaHEa 


□K9Q □Eiiiaa QQE2EI 
HQQ ODQQ Batmoal 
■ SfflOH DDD B p 
□QQQQQ 0QI3HLJ||L3n 
QQQBQQQQQ QDQBQ 
□□□□ BQ0I3 DQQEIQl 
□□□□ UUUU aQDQDl 


Oi997Tfflxme Madia Services, Int 
AS rights reMntd. 


41 Spice 

43 Duel 

44 Chunk 

45 Inhibition 

46 Thailand 


47 Musical work 

48 Author Jaffa 

49 Underworld 
stream 

52 Rio de- 


bt October that 130 compa- 
nies from- 19 countries had 
responded positively to 
Iran’s bids, worth billions of 
dollars and offered on a buy- 
back basis.* 

Mr. Yahyavi, also a mem- 
ber of the National Iranian 
Oil Company’s board of 
directors, called meanwhile 
for greater government 
investment to increase the 
capacity of crude production 
in Iran up to 10 million bar- 
rels a day. 



The Business of Information 


Major Currrncka & Cross Rates 


prices as at WE /97 20: 13 


1.3595 |1688.34| 1.9046 | 5.7294 


Currency . USD : . DEM GBP . CHF ; JPV CAD IIX , NtjG 



Metal Pried 


Currency Dep osit Ratea (Bid) 



ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Listen to the views of 
others today, however, only 
take financial advice from a 
person who is qualified to 
give rt. Get plenty of rest 
tonight for you will have 
much to get accomplished 
before the beginning of a 
new'week. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) If you don’t keep your 
promises to your loved ones 
today, a huge disagreement 
will result in words being 
exchanged which will be 
regretted in the days ahead. 
This is a good time to inviie 
guests into your home and 
entertain them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Your fellow business 
associates could disappoint 
you today, so don't rely too 
heavily on them. Be diplo- 
matic in the business world 
later this evening, so you 
don’t offend any knowledge- 
able people who can be of 
assistance. 

MOON CHILDREN: 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 21, 1997 


(June 22 to July 21 ) Even if 
you are tempted to overspend 
today, stay within your bud- 
get and thereby you won’t 
find yourself short of funds 
when it really counts. Don't 
make any foolish invest- 
ments which could cost you 
much needed funds. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 2 1 ) 
Keep busy at your career 
activities today and forget 
about social matters at this 
time. Avoid becoming 
involved in any disagree- 
ments at home with your 
loved ones and thereby you 
can maintain harmony within 
your residence. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) You may have 
made an imprudent promise 
today which you’ll find very 
difficult to get out of. Try to 
improve the situation at 
home later this evening so 
that you can maintain harm- 


ny between your loved ones. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Try to be of help 
to some friends today who 
are .having a rotigh .time and • 
’ tbeh you will receive" 'praise 
and goodwill. Handle some 
correspondence you’ve put 
off for some time and drive 
carefully late- this evening. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be very care- 
ful and precise today when 
handling any financial mat- 
ters. Be alert to any property 
repairs later this evening 
which can’t wait any longer 
or you will notice that your 
residence will lose it beauty 
and value. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21 ) You 
can labour today on the 
details of a new idea, howev- 
er, don’t take any action on it 
yet Stick to investments laier 
this evening to investments 


which you know are sound 
and have proven to be pro- 
ductive. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20} You’ve 
made an investment which 
concerns yon, and today is 
the time to get out of it grace- 

ships at home with- your 
loved ones and thereby you 
can maintain harmony there. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A good friend 
can tell you why today you’re 
getting the cold shoulder 
from a fellow associate. Take 
no risks while walking or dri- 
ving on the highway and 
thereby you can get out any 
difficulties. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Decide what can 
be done today to improve 
your image in general Don’t 
make any changes at home 
late this evening which 
could upset your loved ones 
and create a difficult situation 
which needs a peaceful reso- 
lution. 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’ n’ Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST . 
FOR THURSDAY* 
FEBRUARY 20,1997 


By Thomas S. F/Vrson, 
Astrologer. CanvU 
Rig! iter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Follow the wish-, 
es of your family today 
and create more harmtay 
at home with your loved 
ones. This is a good time 
to labour on improving 
the appearance there' and 
thereby you can increase 
its value arid enjoyment 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) This morning is a 
good time to take care of 

correspondence and otter 
communications wluch 
have been delayed, 
whether for business or 
personal reasons. This 
evening will be a good 
time to relax with your 
loved ones. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 J An opportunity 
to make more money with 
your career activities 'in 
the days ahead will pre- 1 
sent itself. Later this 
evening is a good time to 
labour on improving your 
budget so that you will 
have extra funds for a 
rainy day. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Quiet 
talks today with good 
friends at lunch can yield 
some ideas which will 
benefit everyone greatly , 
in the long run. Later this 
evening will be a . good 
time to meet with knowl- 
edgeable people and dis- 
cuss a plan of action on a 
project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Make a private plan 
today for business success 
in the days ahead, howev- 
er, don't worry about the 
derails until later. Do a 
nice favour far your loved 
ones and they will appre- 
ciate the gesture of your 
kindness and respect. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Make 
some plans today for your 
social life, however, you 
* * should todk ; g&$ut tonight; 
stay home and rest up 
instead for the days ahead. 
This is a good time to ask 
favours of Wends who 
will give you accurate 
information. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This morn- 
ing is a good time to han- 
dle credit matters which 
could be damaging if not 
attended to. Be more 
attentive to your superiors 
and thereby you can 
receive the success and 
recognition which you 
have long desired. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You can 
rely on your intuition this 
morning, however, later 
this evening on it may be 
flawed, so stick to conven- 
tional methods which are 
reliable. Later this 
evening you can get 
together with close friends 
and have some fun. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
If you get some promises 
out of the way this morn- 
ing, you’ll have a satisfied 
feeling all day. Try to 
avoid any disagreements 
today and thereby you can 
maintain harmony in your 
career activities and at 
home with loved ones. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January- 20) If 
you are loyal to a fellow 
associate and back his or 
her ideas today, you'll get 
more cooperation in the 
days ahead. Be sure to do 
your, share of the career 
activities which you are 
assigned and make a good 
rnipression. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) You can 
points of agreement 
with others quickly today, 
fry to impress your 
ideas on as many people 
as possible. Later this 
evening will be a eood 
t J n,c t0 go Out to a roman- 
^location with your 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Getting into 
some new social siiua- 
nons today will make you 
D happy, however. 

Be 

sure to dnve with great 
^ on the highway toter 
?^. ri even,r \gjmd thereby 

avoid any difficulties " 
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Business & Finance 

U.S. investors create 
fund for Oman, Jordan 


Jordan limes, Thursday-Friday, February 20-21, 1997 


Jordanian reforms win EU praise 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Businessmen from the 
United States have set up a 
joint fund with Oman and 
Jordan to benefit from 
growing investment oppor- 
tunities in the two Arab 
countries, an Omani official 
said Monday. 

The U.S.-based Trans- 
Arab Investment Fund 
(TAIF) has a paid-up capi- 
tal of $45 million and it 
could be doubled latex, said 
Mahmoud Al Jarwani, chief 
executive of the Omani 
Muscat Securities 

Exchange. 

“The capital has been 
wholly subscribed. Omani 
and Jordanian investors 
contributed $15 million 


while the remaining capital 
was subscribed by investors 
from the United States,” he 
told AFP by telephone. 

The fund will invest in 
Oman and Jordan in export- 
oriented projects covering 
industry, farming and other 
fields. 

It has two branches in 
Oman and Jordan to man- 
age investment there and 
operations are expected to 
start in the first half of 
1997, Me Jarwani said. 

He said the U.S. business- 
men opted for two coun- 
tries for the fund’s activities 
to reduce investment risks 
and diversify their portfo- 
lios. 

“Those investors chose 


Daily 


Beat 


^ reuiecu of news from t£e r 7lra6ic press 


Contractors say government delaying 
payments of JD10 million 

** CONTRACTORS IMPLEMENTING water projects 
are suffering from financial straits as the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation has not paid them their certified and due 
bills amounting to about JD10 million. The contractors 
told a meeting, attended by the board of the Contractors’ 
Association, that non-payment of their dues was causing 
them financial and operational problems on top of other 
difficulties suffered by the contracting sector in general 
The contractors pointed out that further delays will nega- 
tively affect the continuity of work at projects under 
implementation and future projects in addition to prob- 
lems arising from financial obligations to sub-contractors, 
labourers, engineers, traders, banks and other parties. 
They requested die association to intervene with the con- 
cerned authorities to arrive at quick solutions to this dilem- 
ma which is threatening the future of the contracting com- 
panies. The contractors are now shuffling in vain between 
two ministries as the Ministry of Water and Irrigation has 
put the blame for non-payment on the Ministry of Finance 
(Al Dustour). 

Ports Corporation likely to 
; , reduce loading cost for exporters^ ^ 

** THE BOARD of directors of the Ports Corporation is 
expected to adopt a decision this month to cut loading fees 
and charges on Jordanian exports by 50 per cent. Such a 
decision will be recommended to the Council of Ministers 
for approval, official marine sources said. The decision 
which aims at supporting Jordanian exports exempts bulk 
loads and does not include exemptions, fines and carrying 
expenses. 

The government plans to build two new wharfs for the 
industrial port to face the expected increase in Jordanian 
exports, especially fertilisers, and to counter competition 
from other ports in addition to attracting more vessels and 
boosting marine trade activity. The two wharfs are expect- 
ed to be completed by September. 

Recently, two agreements were signed between the Ports 
Corporation and Consolidated Consultants in cooperation 
with the British firm Rendel Polmer and Tritton to study 
the designs and prepare tender documents to build a new 
industrial port in Aqaba and to maintain the wharfs at the 
port ( Al Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



Unscramble thasa four Jumbles, 
one laner to each square, to form 
four ordinary w ords. 

IDDEA I 


i ._ 

CaKHwiUrtlSinBlkt 
aj Hya «n»W 

HIMEC I 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by H»nri Arnold «nd M]k* Arslrfon 

f ‘MST 'srffSSi 


SKaWr-fe 


YARPER 


REJESY 


HE 

Print answer hem : 


WHY A LION 
NEVER SHOWS FEAR 

■ 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

VferfenW* 1 Jumbles; WIPED DELVE P°USk FEUDAL 
™ 8l8nlairs I Answer What the shoe repairman wanted he 
customers to be - WELL HEELED 


Oman and Jordan after fea- 
sibility studies showed they 
are enjoying good econom- 
ic growth rates and there 
are large investment oppor- 
tunities,” said Mr. Jarwani. 

Oman and Jordan have 
been locked in sweeping 
reforms to revive their 
economies. They include 
improvement of investment 
laws, privatisation of gov- 
ernment institutions, and 
boosting growth and 
exports. 

TAIF is Oman’s sixth 
investment fund but it is the 
first to be registered abroad 
and cover another Arab 
country. 

Subscription for TAIF 
took place in both Jordan 
and Oman over the past few 
months and the fund is 
wholly owned by private 
investors. 

Mr. Jarwani said a team 
from the fund, which is reg- 
istered in the United States, 
would arrive in Oman next 
month to prepare for its 
operations. 

The fund was established 
as Oman presses ahead 
with plans to attract indus- 
trial investment by liberalis- 
ing laws to give more 
access to foreigners. 

Reforms have combined 
wiffi an improvement in oil 
prices over the past two 
years to boost Oman's 
economy by more than five 
per cent annually. 


By Ghatia Alul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — European 
officials Wednesday 
praised Jordan for imple- 
menting the economic 
reform” programme 
which will qualify the 
country to receive 40 
million ECUs,’ or Euro- 
pean Currency Units, 
($51 million) in grant 
from the European 
Union (EU). 

Harold Cool, Jordan's 
desk officer at the Euro- 
pean Commission in 
Brussels told a press con- 
ference that Jordan has 
lived up to its commit- 
ments of privatising pub- 
lic sector enterprises, 
amending and enacting 
new economic laws, ana 
endeavouring to help the 
low income groups to 
withstand the Impact of 
economic reforms 
through the enhancement 
of a social safety net. 

“What we are keen on 
is Jordan's considera- 
tions for the social sector 
through a social safety 
net,” said Mr. Cool. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariri 

announced in Parliament 
in December the alloca- 
tion of JD400 million, 
six year “social safety 
net” programme which, 
he said, would go a long 
way in alleviating the 
problems suffered by the 
poor and improving liv- 


ing standards. 

The project calls for 
additional capital invest- 
ment to introduce and 
improve infrastructure in 
poorer areas. Financing 
of small scale projects to 
help generate income 
ana large-scale training 
programmes to rehabilF 
tate the poor and unem- 
ployed. Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

The government is 
anticipating financial 
assistance from donor 
nations and other sources 
in order to implement the 
programme through the 
National Aid Fund 
(NAF). 

The need for a social 
safety net was underlined 
when unrest broke out in 
the south after the gov- 
ernment remodelled sub- 
sidies for wheat and fod- 
der. 

Yves Gazzo, head of 


the Delegation of the 
European Commission in 
Jordan, said during the 
press conference * that 
although Jordan achieved 
progress in some fields 
of economic reform, it 
still needs to achieve 
more progress in other 
fields. 

The EU and Jordan in 
September signed a 
financial agreement 
under which the EU allo- 
cated 100 million ECUs 
($128 million) in support 
of the Kingdom's bal- 
ance of payments. 

The grant also aims at 
alleviating the external 
fiscal pressure on the Jor- 
danian economy and 
pave the way for ’a fruit- 
ful association agree- 
ment between Jordan and 
the EU. 

A tranche of 60 million 
ECUs has been dispersed 
in October. 


The possibility of dis- 
persing the second 
tranche of 40 million 
ECUs, Mr. Cool said, 
will depend on the 
results of the delega- 
tion's report submitted to 
the European Commis- 
sion on Jordan's current 
economic situation. 

Ministry of Planning 
Secretary General Nabil 
Amman said earlier this 
week that he was confi- 
dent that Jordan has met 
all the European require- 
ments and expectea [he 
amount to be released by 
the end of May. 

The financial package 
which also supports Jor- 
dan’s role in the peace 
process, comes from the 
MEDA programme, a 
new EU aid” instrument 
adopted in 1 996 , allocat- 
ing a budget of 4.6 bil- 
lion ECUs (S5.8 million) 
in grants for the Mediter- 


ranean countries for the 
years 96-99. 

The MEDA pro- 

gramme is based on the 
principles of the 
Barcelona Declaration of 
November 1995 launch- 
ing a Euro-Mediter- 
ranean partnership and 
reinforcing financial and 
technical support from 
the EU to its Mediter- 
ranean partners. 

Countries covered by 
MEDA are Jordan. Syria. 
Lebanon, Morocco, 
Algeria. Tunisia, Cyprus. 
Egypt, Israel. Malta, 
Turkey, the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Since 1977. the total 
EU aid and loans to Jor- 
dan amount to 329 mil- 
lion ECUs (about $400 
million). 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKXT 
HOUSING SANK CENTER AHKAN - SRMEXSANI 
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JQR FRENCH XBSUH. 


Survey: Asia tops 
expansion plans 
of U.S. firms 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


ZCBQc -0.05 


JOR. ELECTRIC FWR. 
ZRBED ELECTRICITY 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
REAL ESTATE £NV. 
CAREA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 

UNION LAND DEV. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 110.76 ZCBei -0.23 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asia will be the priority 
destination of invest- 
- mewtsT-by 'U.S:’ manufac- 
turers over the next five 
years, according to the 
findings of a survey. 

“Despite potential 
political and economic 
uncertainties, manufac- 
turers are forging ahead 
into Asia’s emerging 
markets,” the Business 
Times newspaper quoted 
the survey by New York- 
based Deloitte and 
Touche Consultancy as 
saying. 

.Manufacturing execu- 
tives are now viewing 
countries in Asia not 
only as viable production 
bases but also as lucra- 
tive consumer markets 
for finished goods and 
, exports," it said. 

The survey covered 
| 100 U.S. manufacturers, 

, three quarters of whom 
put Asia first on their 
global expansion plans 
to the year 2001, the 


report said. 

Nine out of 10 plan 
joint ventures to estab- 
lish ; a ‘ foothold til the 
region and leverage on 
the expertise and market 
knowledge of local 
firms. 

Within Asia, almost 
two-thirds of the respon- 
dents said their focus 
would be on penetrating 
the Chinese market. 

The survey said many 
Asian counties were 
beginning to rival — and 
in some cases surpass — 
developed economies in 
consumer demand while 
U.S. manufacturers are 
trying to tap overseas 
markets amid rising 
competition at home. 

“These mutually rein- 
forcing trends, coupled 
with advances in com- 
munications and technol- 
ogy, make Asia very 
attractive for manufac- 
turers” Deloitte and 
Touche said. 


JOR. CEMENT FACT. 
JOR. PHOSPHATE MIXES 
ARAB POTASH CO. 

jor. petrol, nrxnn 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
INDUST RIAL COOt-AGR. 
JOR. WORSTED MTTT-C 
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■NAHONAL XSDS. 

‘ INTERRED IPETRO .CHEM. 
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NATL. CABLE W IRE. KFAC 
JOR. SULPBO— CHEH 
ARAB PHARM.CHXM. 
UNTV. MOON. IMPS. _ 
JOR. IMPS. RESOURCES 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

EL — ZAX READY WEAR 
INTL. TOBACCO 

union ca. 6 vac. 
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J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs, 


Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
V unfurnished for rent / 




STUDIO HR 1 6 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


crauri HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 

. SWIMMING POOL j 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI &' 
MASSAGE 


•CLEANING SF.RVICCS 

HTiMH.OH-KTS. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATiXfi SYSTEMS^ 
PLUMIiiNG 

•FOR KENT: 

DELUXE VH.I.AS AND 
FLATS. ; FLRNISilrlDA. 
iSR-RNiSHU) 




SECURITY 

HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 






FORWENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
I* Sushi 



QuaBty Serviced Suites -fitness room 


* One £ Two Bedrooms ■ Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily £ 
Long Stay * RMisonahte Ram 


- TENNIS & SQUASH -W^ 

1 COURTS ^ 1 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 


eS for 

II RENT 

jj I fjeluxc \ illrts 

*- 

Apnai trnorv s 
I >n Amman 


For details please oaH 

kl min 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 

""667171 EXT223^ 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
^ EXT. 42 ^ 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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io Sports 


Senna trial will 


be kept low key 


Philippoussis 
upset, Chang 
advances in 
Memphis 


BOLOGNA (AFP) — The 
trial for the manslaughter 
of world champion Ayrton 
Senna, who died in a racing 
crash in the San Marino 
Grand Prix ar nearby Imola 
on May 1, 1995,* opens 
Thursday in a deliberately 
low key and will continue 
at a slow pace for many 

months. 

Only lawyers will attend 
the procedural opening 
day, the next session on 
Feb. 28. and other hear- 
ings. which will take up 
two days each week, 
sources close to the case 
say. 

None of the six accused, 
including the owners and 
designer of Senna’s 
Williams car. nor witnesses 
such as world champions 
Damon Hill. Senna's team- 
mate. and Michael 
Schumacher, his chief 
rival, will be called until 
late April or early May. 

The judge and lawyers 
involved recently agreed 
that witness hearings 
should be timed to avoid 
local major events such as 
the April 27 Grand Prix ar 
Imola. and conflicts with 
the busy world champi- 
onship season, with its 
races usually every second 
weekend. 

From Williams. the 
accused are team owner 
Frank Williams, his partner 
and technical director 
Patrick head, and the car's 
chief designer. Adrian 
Newey. 

The other accused are: 
Federico Bendinelli, man- 
aging director of- the 
Societa Allestimento 
Gestione Impiante E 
Servizi (SAGIS), which 
rents the Imola circuit from 
the local authorities and 
runs events: the then 

Federation Internationale 
De L' automobile (RALcuv 
cuit inspector 'Roland 
Bruynseraede. who 

declared the circuit safe: 
and clerk of the course 
(race director) Giorgo 
Poggi. 

All have been charged 
with “omocido colposo,” 
culpable homicide or 
manslaughter, a less seri- 
ous offence in Italian law 
than in Anglo-Saxon law. 
The maximum sentence is 
Five years' jail, but most 
penalties are short, sus- 
pended terms. 

Investigating magistrate 
Maurizio Passarini brought 
the charges after a techni- 
cal report by Prof. Enrico 
Lorenzini of bologna uni- 
versity's school of engi- 
neering. It concluded steer- 
ing failure caused by a 
faulty weld sent the car out 
of control into the wall at 
the 300 kph Tamburello 



Flowers and dedications adorn the spot on the Imola 
racetrack of the fatal crash of former Brazilian 
Formula One driver Ayrton Senna. Formula One team 
chief Frank Williams and five other people go on trial 
February 20 charged with the manslaughter of Senna, 
one of the greatest drivers in motor raring history 
(Reuters photo) 


bend. 

Williams strongly rejects 
the allegation. It says its 
telemetry showed the steer- 
ing working normally and 
that the column broke 
when the car hit the wall. 
Head said last week that 
although he accepted the 
results of the metallurgical 
examination, he contested 
the interpretation. 

Senna’s car was 
impounded and apart from 
a brief inspection just after 
theicrasbjrWilliams has moj 
been allowed to study the 
wreckage. 

Head said their lawyers 
were originally told their 
applications to see the car 
were “too early" and that 
since the charges have 
been laid, they have been 
told it is "too late.” 

The charges against the 
officials are understood to 
allege the track edge had a 
slight dip which allowed 
Senna's car to become 
partly airborne and would 
have prevented his control- 
ling it had the steering been 
intacL A major bump at the 
apex of Tamburello which 
Senna's car is known to 
have scraped, may also be 
involved. 

Last Sunday, a British 
newspaper published a 
photo appearing to show 
that before the crash. 
Senna's car hit a piece of 


debris from an earlier acci- 
dent. It was suggested that 
might have caused a tyre to 
deflate, leading to his 
crash. 

Williams will appeal any 
guilty verdict to higher 
Italian couits. 

Although a guilty verdict 
would open the way to 
damages claims by the 
Senna family, it is under- 
stood that Frank Williams, 
who sits on the board of the 
Senna Foundation, ■ has 
beert'assilfe'd ! there will • be 
no such action. .-;'■*<! • 

The case is being consid- 
ered as an ordinary road 
death, as no Italian law 
specifically covers acci- 
dents in motor racing. 

The F1A has said it could 
not guarantee the future of 
international motor racing 
in Italy if such charges 
hung over competitors or 
its officials. 

But the sources said there 
has been considerable quiet 
discussion about the prob- 
lem. The F1A now is 
expected to let the San 
Marino and Italian Grands 
Prix proceed awaiting the 
verdict in the Senna case. 

It has urged the Italian 
government to revise the 
law. and is also pressing for 
a Europe-wide law to cover 
accidents in all dangerous 
sports undertaken vofuntar- 
ily. 


Deluxe, Newly Furnished 
Apartment For Rent 

180 sq.m, consists of three bedrooms (including one 
master) three baths, guest and dining room, living 
room, fully equipped kitchen, two balconies, satellite, 
telephone line and independent central heaing. 
Second floor with lift and intercom. 


Banking Career Opportunity 


An International Commercial B anking Organization is 
seeking to employ a young Jordanian to fill a position 
of a Dealer in Foreign Exchange and Money Markets. 


Located in a quiet area in Sweifieh. 
If interested 


contact Tel: 818450 


The applicant should have the following 
qualifications: 


Furnished Flat For Rent 

• Location: Um Al Summaq - Near 
Municipality. 

• Three bedrooms. 

Tel: (5532237) (07939669) 


• A University Degree in Business Administration, 
Accounting and Finance. 

• Three to Four years experience in Trading. 

• Fluency in English, with excellent writing ability. 

• Personal Computer Knowledge is a must. 

• Ability to work with people. 

• Strong ability to meet deadlines, and to achieve 
goals. 


Furnished apartment for rent 

A ground-floor apartment for rent with a front garden, at 
calm area between the 4th and 5th circles. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, laundry room, 
independent central heating and a telephone. 

For information, please call 
tel .672846 


Applications along with a current Curriculum Vitae, 
and a passport size photo should be mailed to the 
following address: 


P.CXBox 5055 
Amman II 183, Jordan 
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MEMPHIS (R) — Big-hit- 
ring Australian Mark 
Philippoussis returned to 
the tennis wars for the first 
rime in nearly four months 
at the St Jude Tournament 
on Tuesday, but it was a 
short-lived comeback. 

The lOth-seeded 

Philippoussis, who 

received a first-round bye, 
was unable to shake off the 
rust from his lengthy layoff 
and fell in a second-round 
match to unseeded Swede 
Magnus Norman 6-4 7-5. 

“It is very hard to take 
anything positive from the 
match today," said the 
Australian, who had been 
sidelined since the Paris 
Open last October with ten- 
dinitis in his right forearm. 

Three other seeded play- 
ers, including top seed 
Michael Chang, opened 
with second round victo- 
ries Tuesday. 

Chang, playing this event 
for the 10th straight year, 
posted a 6-2 6-4 victory 
over Australian Patrick 
Rafter to earn a third round 
match with with 15th seed 
Kenneth Carlsen of 
Denmark, a 7-6 6-3 winner 
over Dutchman Jacco 
Eltingh. 

Doubles star Todd 
Woodbridge, the eighth 
seed, advanced with a 6-4 
7-6 victory over Sebastien 
Lareau of Canada. 

A semifinal loser to even- 
tual champion Pete 
Sampras last year. Chang 
said: “It would definitely 
be nice to win here. 

“There aren’t a whole lot 
of tournaments I've played 
in the U.S. That I haven't 
won. The U.S. Open is the 
other.” 

Despite admitting to 
being nervous, 

Philippoussis got off to and 
astonishingly, good., start, 
belring^fou'r aces an the first 
game. But he recorded just 
one more ace in the set and 
Norman broke him at love 
in the third game. 

Norman, a rising Swede 
who extended Andre 
Agassi to three sets last 
week in San Jose, said he 
was not worried by 
Philippoussis’s strong start. 

“I thought since he hadn’t 
played a match since 
(October) and that I had 
been playing a lot that I 
would have a good 
chance.” 

After dropping the open- 
ing set, Philippoussis 
jumped out to a 5-2 lead in 
the second. But the 
Australian dropped the 
next five games, hurt by 
two double faults while 
serving for the set and a 
string of unforced errors 
the rest of the way. 


JSYIF suspends Aswaq writers , 
takes part in AIPS World Congress 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — While a busy month awaits the Jordan Sports 
and Youth Information Federation (JSYIF) with a senes of 


local and regional championships to cover, the execuDve 
board Tuesday announced that it was temporarily suspend- 
ing Al Aswaq newspaper sports writers from accompany- 
ing the Kingdom's sports delegations abroad. 

The decision comes after repeated incidents in which Al 
Aswaq newspaper contravened JSYIF by-laws and contin- 
ued to ignore articles submitted by JSYIF writers during 
local and Arab championships. 

“The decision was warranted because Al Aswaq, like the 
rest of Jordan’s major dailies and weeklies, is member of 
the JSYIF which precludes it from reporting on certain 
issues being covered by the JSYIF writers.” explained a 
board member. 

Informed sources said the JSYIF had repeatedly contact- 
ed Al Aswaq and warned them that their actions would 


would lead to such measures but they refused to conform. 

During its latest meeting, the JSYIF also decided to rake 
part in the International Sports Press Association (AIPS) 
World Congress in Oviedo, Spain May KM 9. 

The JSYIF also decidsed to assign five sports writers to 
cover upcoming championships. They include: 

— Al Dustour to cover the national soccer team's match- 
es in Oman March 6- 12 . 

— Jordan Television for the Qatar Equestrian 

Championship, March 19-26 . 

Al Rai’ to cover the national soccer team's matches in 

Syria, March 21-24. 

Al Dustour for the Emirates Equestrian 

Championship, April 7-11. 

— Al Hadath weekly for the Asian World Cup qualifiers 
in the United Arab Emirates April 6-24. 

A three-member committee was also formed to cover the 
events of the Arab Junior Weightlifting Championships 
which will be held in Amman April 7-11. 


Stich crashes out, Henman survives scare in Antwerp 


ANTWERP (R) — 

Defending champion 
Michael Stich, furious over 
some disputed line calls, 
crashed to a 7-6 6-4 defeat 
by fellow German Kevin 
Goellner in the first round of 
the European Community 
championship on Tuesday. 

Earlier, World No. 19 Tim 
Henman came perilously 
close to a second consecu- 
tive first-round defeat 
before beating Spanish wild 
card entry Seigi Bruguera 6- 
3 4-6 6-4. 

Former Wimbledon cham- 
pion Stich lost the first-set 
tiebreak 8-6 after having led 
5-2 and saw his concentra- 
tion undermined by some 
questionable line calls. 

Stich. beaten in the first 
round of last week's 
Marseille open by Czech 


Daniel Vacek, called for the 
ATP supervisor midway 
through die second set but 
his pleas to have a linesman 
substituted and the umpire's 
call revoked fell on deaf 
ears. 

“The umpire made some 
terrible calls at very impor- 
tant stages of the match and 
basically they cost me the 
first set and probably the 
second,” said Stich. 

“The line judge made 
these two mistakes, too, but 
the umpire is supposed to 
help his lines persons when 
they don’t do a good job.” 

He admitted he had played 
well below par but was still 
better than Goellner. 

“Stich said be had been 
bothered by a sore shoulder 
for the past seven months 
but had ruled out surgery 


because he would be side- 
lined for several months. 

Henman, beaten by 
German qualifier Martin 
Sinner in the first round of 
last week's Dubai Open, 
made a fluent start and 
appeared to be heading for a 
comfortable victory over 
former French open winner 
Bruguera until his concen- 
tration wavered towards the 
end of the second set 

“I wasn't able to finish the 
job off and that’s where I 
probably made life difficult 
for myself,” Henman said. 

He did not recover his 
poise until midway through 
the final set, a scorching 
passing shot down the line 
giving him a decisive ser- 
vice break in the ninth 
game. An ace in the follow- 
ing game gave him victory 


after two hours. 

"1 was able to hang in 
there and got my opportuni- 
ty in the third set and was 
able to hang on to it. I’m 
pleased to come through a 
match like that. I needed it,” 
said Henman, who won his 
first professional title in 
Sydney last month. 

Henman plays Swede 
Mikael Tillstrom in the sec- 
ond round, their first meet- 
ing. 

Ukrainian Andrei 

Medvedev lost 7-6 6-2 to 
former Olympic champion 
Marc Rosset of Switzerland 
after wasting a 5-2 lead in 
the first set. 


The top four seeds, includ- 
ing Goran Ivanisevic and 
Boris Becker, enter the fray 
on Wednesday. 


Leicester rue missed chances against Wimbledon 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Leicester were . left ruing 
missed opportunities after 
being held to a goalless draw 
by Premiership rivals 
Wimbledon in the first-leg of 
their League Cup semi-final 
clash on Tuesday. 

Roared on by a capacity 
home crowd and buoyed by 
Sunday's FA Cup fightback 
against Chelsea, Leicester 
dominated their high-flying 
opponents. 

But after failin g to convert 
a string of good chances, 
Leicester will concede that 
Wimbledon now hold the 
advantage going into the sec- 
ond leg at Selhurst Park. 

England under-21 striker 
Emile Heskey came close to 
giving Leicester an early lead 


in a dull first-half when he 
showed his explosive pace 
and burst past Wimbledon 
defender Kenny 

Cunningham into the penalty 
area. 

But Heskey, recalled after 
missing Sunday's 2-2 FA 
Cup draw with Chelsea 
through suspension, fired in a 
fierce shot which rebounded 
off the body of Wimbledon 
keeper Neil Sullivan to safe- 
ty. 

Leicester, in their first 
major semi-final since 1982, 
suffered a blow when mid- 
fielder Robert Ullathome, 
making his debut only 24 
hours after signing from 
Spanish club Osasuna, was 
stretchered off with a leg 
injury. 


A second floor apartment with a iTOsqr. metres aLa. Uacated sitTil 
Abdallat building, Rabia Suburb. Consists of 3 bedrooms, one is 
master with a bathroom, another bathroom, L - draped salon, solar 
heater, modem and fuflyequipped kfichen, independent central trading 
and telephone with super deluxe fumitura 

Call 812561, 681201 

Owner intends to leave the country. 


Heskey again threatened 
danger when he ran at the 
Wimbledon' tie f^nce ; arid ‘Iris 
25-yard shot was deflected 
only a yard wide with 
Sullivan scrambling across 
his goal. 

Wimbledon came more 
into the game and Vinnie 
Jones sent a powerful header 
only narrowly wide of the 
near post following an in- 
swinging free kick from Alan 
Kimble. 

Another long throw from 
Jones picked out Marcus 
Gayle at the near post, but he 
directed his header straight at 
Leicester keeper Kasey 
Keller. 

Leicester’s Muzzy lzzet, 
back from suspension, had a 
good chance to break the 
deadlock a minute before 
half-time when he found 
himself in space 15 yards 
out, but be screwed his shot 


wide. Leicester squandered 
another golden chance to 
take the lead in tite'55th 
rfrinhte. 

.Heskey went close again 
after 70 minutes when he 
directed a header a foot wide 
of the post. But it was veter- 
an striker Steve Claridge who 
missed Leicester's best 
chance after the break. 

Seizing upon a dreadful 
back pass by Cunningham 
wide on the right, the 
Leicester striker bore down 
on the penalty area before 
cutting inside from the touch- 
line and firing his shot inches 
wide of the far post. 

Heskey was inches away 
from breaking the deadlock 
10 minutes from time when 
he skipped past two defend- 
ers and unleashed a ferocious 
low shot from 20 yards 
which ricocheted off the post 
to safety. 
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Gifts Center introduces ANAIS ANAIS 


the Collection Fleur from Cacharel 


WHY THE BLOCKAGE? 
Neither vulnerable. South deale. 


The Gifts Center represent- 
ed by Ibrahim and Khalid 
Abu Shaqra Trad. Co. intro- 
duced to the Jordanian 
marker ANA/S ANAIS 
Collection Fleur front 
CACHAREL 

Almost twenty years fol- 
lowing its launch. ANAIS 
ANAIS from CACHAREL 
remains one of the best sell- 
ing fragrances in the world. 

Anais Anais was created 
for those adolescents who 
were wondering “Who am 
I?" as it offers a romantic 
reflection of their own dual 
personality. Loved by 
young women, Anais Anais 
became the fragrance for 
the ‘first time'. 

For Cacharel. Anais 
Anais is also a show of joy. 


colour and tenderness. The 
flowers express this joy. this 
feminine youth, lively and 
sweet, young and eager. 
And for the Festive season. 
Anais Anais is enclosing its 
fragrance in a flower. 

Anais Anais is presenting 
its new limited edition of 
Collection Fleur. It has 
enclosed its Eau de Toilette 
in beautiful 20 ml “ Flower 
Stems’ and 50 and 75 ml 
‘Flowers in Posts. ' They 
express lightness and long- 
lasting freshness. 

Collection Fleur forms a 
harmony and provides an 
overall sense of serene gai- 
ery. 

Collection Fleur, an 
exclush’e imitation in the 
Anais Anais gardt n! 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 6341 44 


PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA TEL634144 

PHILADELPHIA “2” 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


^ CINEMA TEL-677420 — ^ 

CONCORD 

C0NCQRD “1” 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2.-30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

now on daily 
“Custom Made Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


MICHAEL KEATON & 

SANDRA BULOCK, 

GEENA DAVIS in 

JEREMY NORTHAM 
& DENNIS MILLER. IN 

SPEECHLESS 

THE NET 

Shows: 1 2:30, 3:30, 6: 1 5, 8:30, 1 0:30 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

>1. J 

V . . J 


PLHZfl 

Adel Imam, Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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New York Knicks' forward Larry Johnson (2) is surrounded by Phoenix Suns' for- 
ward Cedric Ceballos (L), centre John Williams (L, rear) and forward Danny 
Manning (15) as they jockey for the rebound in the first half of their NBA game, at 
New York's Madison Square Garden. New York won 95-94 (Reuters photo) 

Starks gives Knicks victory 
with long-range buzzer beater 


NEW YORK fR) — John 
Starks drained a three- 
pointer at the buzzer to cap 
a frantic finish as the New 
York Knicks edged the 
Phoenix. Suns a 95-94 on 

iltl^d^>i. f( , ijir i liii 

A jumper by Jason Kjdd 
had given Phoenix a 94-92 
lead with 28 seconds to go 
and the Knicks wound 
down the clock inside 10 
seconds. 

Allan Houston missed a 
three-pointer, but the long 
rebound bounced to Starks, 
who dribbled behind the 
arc, gave a fake and let the 
winning shot go just before 
the buzzer. 

“I pump faked. I took ray 
time and squared up and 
knocked it down.” said 
Starks, who scored 1 1 of his 
1 5 points in the fourth quar- 
ter. “It felt real good. I was 
worried about the shot 
clock, not the shot.” 

“Danny Manning was 
right on him. He made a 
great pump fake to get 
open.” said Knicks guard 
Chris Childs of the finish 
that had all the intensity of a 
playoff game. 

Patrick Ewing had 31 
points and 13 rebounds for 
the Knicks. who erased a 
1 6-point third-quarter 
deficit to win for the 20th 
time in their last 21 home 
games. 


“Everybody was jumping 
on (Starksj,” Ewing said. “I 
thought we won the cham- 
pionship.” 

Wesley Person scored 22 


and newly acquired Jamal 
Mashburn added 15 as the 
Miami Heat routed the 
76ers 1 1 1-83 for their fran- 
chise-record 10th straight 


the third quarter before the 
Knicks erupted with an 18-2 
run. 

In Chicago. Scottie 
Pippen pulled a Michael 
Jordan. 

Pippen poured in a career- 
high 47 points on 19-of-27 
shooting as the Bulls won 
their 17th straight home 
game, a 1 34- 1 23 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

“I never really knew I was 
near my career high until 
the fens starting booing Phil 
(Jackson) for taking me 
out.” said Pippen, who 
scored 1 8 points in the third 
quarter alone. 

Jordan scored 24 points. 
Steve Kerr chipped in J8 
and Dennis Rodman pulled 
down 13 rebounds for the 
Bulls. 

Dale Ellis had 27 points 
and Antonio McDyess 
added 25 for Denver, which 
scored 44 points in the 77- 
point fourth quarter as the 
teams com bined for the 
highest-scoring NBA con- 
test this season. 

In Philadelphia, Tim 
Hardaway scored 29 points 


1 ft poimk and tSorilWaclkin 
added 17 to pace the 76ers. 
who have dropped five in a 
row and 31 of their last 36 
games. 

At Utah, Karl Malone had 
37 points, eight assists and 
seven rebounds as the Jazz 
pounded the plummeting 
San Antonio Spurs 1 13-105. 

Malone nailed 12-of-17 
shots from the field and 
John Stockton added 19 
points and 10 assists as 
Utah shot 57 per cent (43- 
for-76) en route to its 14th 
win in 16 games to improve 
to 24-2 at home. 

Dominique Wilkins had 
32 points and 12 rebounds 
and Vinny Del Negro added 
28 points for the Spurs, who 
have lost four in a row and 
10 of their last 1 1 games. 

In Los Angeles, Malik 
Sealy scored 23 points to 
lead the Clippers to a 87-69 
win over the undermanned 
Dallas Mavericks. 

In Sacramento. Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf scored eight of 
his 16 points in the final 
3:38 as the Kings beat the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
95-84. 


FURNISHED FLAT 

First floor villa, nice location. Big 
garden. Hussein Medical Street. 

Tel.: 837545 

Furntished FlatKbr Rent 

Adjacent one floor flat, consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting, iiving and dining rooms, with a porch, 
small garden, separate central heating and 
telephone. 

Please call 671860 


Capriati, 

Po and 
Shriver 
advance in 
Oklahoma 

OKLAHOMA CITY (R) 
— Jennifer Capriati, 
playing her first match 
since leaving the 
Australian Open in tears 
last month, had a happier 
time at the IGA tennis 
classic on Tuesday. 

The fifth-seeded 
Capriati shook off a slow 
start to beat Maria 
Alejandra Vento of 
Venezuela 6-3 6-4 in the 
first round. 

Third seed Kimberly 
Po. who was just named 
to the U.S. Fed Cup team, 
and seventh seed 
Marianne Werdel 

Wirmeyer also reached 
the second round. 

The 1 9tb-ranked Po 
held off compatriot Tami 
Whitlinger Jones 7-6 6-4, 
while Witmeyer caught a 
break when Nana Miyagi 
of Japan was forced to 
retire while on the verge 
of winning. 

Miyagi won the first set 
6-4 and was leading 5-3 
in the second when she 
had to quit with a lower 
back sprain. 

There was one minor 
upset when eighth-seed- 
ed Canadian Patricia Hy- 
Boulais fell to semi- 
retired veteran Pam 
Shriver 7-5 6-7 6-3. 

The 2 0-y ear-old 

Capriati, in the second 
year of her comeback 
after her highly-publi- 
cised bouts with legal and 
personal problems, 
quickly fell behind Qr3 to 
Vent 

The former teen phe- 
nom then went on a tear, 
winning 11 of the next 12 
games to take the first set 
6-3 and a commanding 5- 
1 lead in the second. 

“I kicked it in and 
played my game. I am 
happy with the way I am 
playing,” said Capriati, 
who reached the final of 
the Sydney international 
only to suffer a devastat- 
ing first-round loss at the 
year’s first Grand Slam 
tournament days later. 

Capriati shrugged off 
her shaky start against 
Vento. 

“I guess I was a little 
nervous, had a little jit- 
ters,” she explained. 
"This is the first time I 
have been seeded in 
awhile. 

"I enjoy giving a good 
performance and I think 
the crowd just wants to 
see me do well.” 


Magic fire coach Brian Hill 


ORLANDO (R) — Less than two years after he guided the 
team to the NBA finals, Brian Hill was fired as head coach 
of the Orlando Magic. 

The team announced Tuesday that Hill had been replaced 
by assistant coach Richie Adubato, who will serve as inter- 
im coach for the remainder of the season. 

Hill bad never won less than 50 games in any of his three 
full seasons with the Magic. But the team suffered its fifth 
consecutive loss Monday to drop to 24-25 amid growing 
reports of a rift between Hill and some of his players and 
questions about his ability to motivate the team. 

“All I know is there was a request to make a change” Hill 
said. “I'm not bitter with any of the players. I have a lot of 
respect for the guys wbo’ve played here the last 3 1/2 
years.” 

After inheriting a team in 1993 which featured young 
superstars Shaquille O'Neal and Penny Hardaway, Hill 
posted a 191-104 Mark in 3 1/2 seasons as coach, including 
a trip to the finals in 1995. 

But Hill suffered the defection of O'Neal, who signed a 
huge free agent contract with the Los Angeles Lakers dur- 


ing the off season, and extended injuries to three stanen., 
including Hardaway, who missed 23 games. 

When Hardaway. Nick Anderson and Dennis Scott 
returned from their injuries in mid-January, the Magic 
caught fire, winning 13 of 16 games prior to the all-star 
bre5c. But Orlando has not won since, appearing lethargic 
in its five losses. 

“We were on a pretty good roll before the all-star game.” 
said Adubato. "Now we’re going to have to sit down as a 
group and decide how we can get back on track.” 

Adubato, 59. has been with the Magic since 1994. He 
served as coach of the Detroit Pistons in 1979-SU and the 
Dallas Mavericks from 1989 to 1993, pasting a career mark 
of 106-228. 

"It's a very difficult day for me. due to the fact that I’ve 
had a great relationship with Brian Hill way buck to his 
high school days when he was a player for me.” Adubato 
said. 

"We were very close. We have been friends for many, 
many years,” added Adubato. the third coach in the eight- 
year history of the Magic. 


Table tennis team leaves for Qatar 
as JTTF prepares to host Arab Cup in March 


By Ronfan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jo rdan Table 
Tennis Federation (JTTF) has 
received confirmation from the Saudi 
team to participate in the Arab Cup 
Championship which will take place 
in Amm an in late March according 
to JTTF Chairman Ismat Kurdi. 

The Saudi' s res ponse is the first to 
reach the JTTF for the five-day 
championship scheduled to take 
place March 28th to April 1st. 

Meanwhile, Jordan's table tennis 
team left for Qatar to prepare for the 
upcoming Qatar International 
Championship which starts Monday. 


Jordan's team is playing against a 
number of qualified teams which are 
considered the best in the world. 
Therefore the training camp currently 
underway was essential for the team 
to improve their skills. 

The Kingdom's team includes 
Abdul Aziz and Mustafa Rida, 
Ayman and lyad Maknai, and 
Ibrahim Sawalha. 

On the other hand, the JTTF 
announced that the Jordan Cup would 
be held at the beginning of March. 
The championship is obligatory’ to 
the first division teams but optional to 
the other divisions. 

Twenty-five teams are expected to 
take part in the Jordan Cup. Those 


who have so far registered their play- 
ers include: 

First Division: J;i/ireli. Orthodoxi. 
Madina, Amman, Sait. A! Aq>>a. 
Yormouk, Kuruk. Qalu'a. HaNheuu 
and Aqaba. 

Second Divisiun: Abhusi, Ittihad. 
Erhabah. Mazar Shamali. Yannouk 
Baqa’a, Mouraa. Shabiheh Mossihi. 
Salhiet A1 Abed. Madina A I H.issan 
and Mahata. 

Third DivisiomFunhukh. Baq.u. 
Abu Nusair. Sweilch. Hanh. Anjaruh. 
Sharah. Arab and Kufr Awan. 


Bailey, Johnson spar over who is best 


RALEIGH, North 
Carolina (R) — 

Canadian 100 metres 
world record holder 
Donovan Bailey on 
Tuesday declared himself 
the fastest man in history 
and branded “a joke” his 
June showdown with 
American superstar 
Michael Johnson, to 
decide who is faster. ' 

“I’ve become the fastest 
human that ever walked 
the planet,” Bailey, the 
Olympic 100 metres gold 
medallist, told Atlanta 
Games 200- and 400 
metres champion Johnson 
during a teleconference 
as they hyped their $1 
million 150 metre match 
race in Toronto’s 
Skydome on June 1 . 

"If there was going to 
be a fastest man in the 
world title.. ..You would 
not be part of this race” 
taunted Bailey, who set 
the 1 00-metre world 
record of 9.84 seconds in 
Atlanta while reaching a 
top speed of 27.1 miles 
per hour (43.6 kph). 

“You are not even top- 
10 ranked in the U.S. m 
the 100 metres, therefore 
at 23 miles per hour, you 
might get out of the quar- 
ter-finals of the Olympics 
in the 100,” Bailey told 
Johnson. 

“So now in the Olympic 
Gaines, gold medals, sil- 
ver medals and bronze 
medals are being given 


out based on how many 
miles per hour you run?” 
Johnson injected. 

“No, that’s what your 
speed is about, fastest.” 
Bailey replied. 

"You’re talking to a guy 
who has been in the sport 
for two years. You’re 
starting to see the imma- 
turity" Johnson said of 
Bailey. 

“No” responded the 
Canadian, “It’s called 
what I have done. You. or 
nobody else in the sport, 
has never done what I 
have done in their first 
three years on the interna- 
tional circuit” 

"There’s always a world 
record holder, there’s 
always a gold medallist” 
retorted Johnson. 

But Bailey, who has 
restored Canadian pride 
in the sport said: “There 
is absolutely no discus- 
sion who the fastest man 
in the world is. 

“This is actually a joke 
as the fastest man in the 
world contest” he said of 
the made-for-television 
event. 

“If I was going to do 
that 1 would be running 
against Frankie 

Fredericks, who was sec- 
ond in the 100 metres (at 


Atlanta) or Ato Boldon." 

Johnson said that he 
didn't think he had to 
prove to anyone "that I 
am the fastest man in the 
world or any of those 
things.” 

Nonetheless, Johnson, 
who some thought earned 
the world's fastest man 
tide with his astounding 
200-metre world record 
of 1 9.32 seconds at 
Atlanta Games, guaran- 
teed that he would beat 
Bailey in the internation- 
ally televised event that 
also will likely include 
head-to-head competition 
between Olympic stars in 
the pole vault, high jump, 
high hurdles and 
women's sprints. 

Johnson said he origi- 
nally wanted to include 
Fredericks, Boldon, 
Briton Linford Christie 
and Carl Lewis in the 
150-metre race. 

“I thought that was a 
great concept,” Johnson 
said. “But by no means 
do I mind a head-to-head 
race. 1 think it's a great 
idea.” 


Bordeaux 

win 

penalty 

shoot-out 


PARIS f, R) — Goalkeeper 
Gilbert Bodard saved three 
penalties then scored the 
winning- - ‘fpOt-kick 1 -hi 
Bordeaux reached ‘the 
French League Cup final b> 
beating Montpellier 7-6 in a 
shoot -out following a 2-2 
draw after extra lime 
Tuesday. 

The Belgian keeper made 
successive saves as the first 
three penalties in the shoot- 
out were all saved. 

He then pounced on 
Montpellier's ninth penalty 
by Polish striker Roman 
Kosecki before beating his 
opposite number Philippe 
Flucklinger to put 
Bordeaux through. 

Captain Patrick Collcter. 
who won the League Cup 
with Paris St. Germain 
when it was first played two 
seasons ago. could have set- 
tled the issue sooner for 
Bordeaux. But he blasted 
his side’s fifth penalty 
against the crossbar. 

It was Bordeaux's second 
successive win on penalties. 




GROUP OF OOMPANIES 


International Plastic Company Ltd. 

announces to its customers that 
it has been officially registered to 

the ISO 9002 standard. 
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Natural Spring Water 


Pure, Hygienic Refreshing 
Economical size bottles 




For 

Rent 


Furnished APT in sluneisam 
Fully lurnished API 
2 bedrooms. Near 1 yche Hotel. 
Telephone. Garage. 


Please Call 66 7734 
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Scope:# Polyethylene plastic pipes for 
drinking water. 

* EmptyrirfeMleags ferf ht fluids. 


The perfect item for your 
home & office 


IIol & ( old ■Free I)elivei\ 
Dispensers ■& Installation! 


Tel.: 5523984 - 5516938 
Fas.: 5516938 
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Israeli police drag away a bedouin teenager who was injured while being evicted on 
Wednesday from an encampment near the West Bank settlement of Maale Aduraim 
where Israel wants to continue building homes for Israelis (Reuters photo) 


Israel evicts 12 bedouin 
families for settlement 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police on 
Wednesday forcibly 

removed " the last 12 
bedouin families from West 
Bank land where they had 
lived for 40 years to make 
room for an expanded 
Jewish settlement near 

Jerusalem, witnesses said. 

Men from the Jahalin 
clan had to be carried away 
by police to trucks, while 
female police officers 

accompanied the women 
and children. 

Foreign workers then 
loaded up ' the bedouins' 
belongings into the trucks 
as bull defers demolished 
their encampment and 
houses made of sheet 
moral. 

It was the biggest single 
operation against the 
Jahalin since the army 
began relocating the fami- 
lies in mid-January so that 
Maalc Adumim. already 
the biggest Jewish settle- 
ment in the West Bank, can 
expand. 

At least one person was 
atnesicil and two hun last 


week when troops tore 
down tents and forced 11 
families into trucks to be 
taken to an alternative 
camp set up on the out- 
skirts of Jerusalem. 

Jahalin clan members 
complain that the new site, 
in Abu Dis. is near the 
main Jerusalem garbage 
dump and does not provide 
sufficient land for the tribe 
to live and keep its herds of 
goats and sheep. 

Wednesday's operation 
brought to 29 the number 
of Jahalin families forced 
away from Maale Adumim 
since the start of the year. 

During the operation. 
Arab Israeli Member of 
Parliament Taleb Sanaa 
clashed with police over 
the forced evacuation and 
filed a complaint, but offi- 
cials said the area was a 
closed military zone. 

The Jahalin clan has lived 
in shacks and tents outside 
Maale Adumim since the 
1950s after they were 
expelled by Israeli author- 
ities from their original 
homes in the sourhem 


desert. 

Police began the forced 
relocations on Jan. 14 after 
months of negotiations 
failed to convince the 
Jahalin to move voluntarily 
to the new site. 

In May 1995, Israel's 
supreme court backed 
Israeli claims the land 
where the Jahalin have 
been living is "state” prop- 
erty, while the bedouins 
say it is owned by 
Palestinians who gave them 
permission to set up their 
camps. 

Some 130.000 bedouins 
live in Israel and the 
Israeli-controlled areas, 
mostly in the southern 
Negev region. 

Bedouin living inside 
Israel have also com- 
plained over the years of 
land confiscations and 
forcible relocation by 
Israel i authorities and 
members of one southern 
clan launched a violent 
attack against police in 
mid- 1 996 that left some 40 
policemen and 30 bedouins 
hun. 


Kidnapped American remains 
holed up with Yemeni captors 


DUBAI <Rl — An 
American oil engineer kid- 
napped by a Yemeni moun- 
tain tribe remains holed up 
with his captors in the 
country's rugged interior, 
surrounded by security 
forces trying ro win his 
release, industry sources 
said on Wednesday. 

Joe D'Ellaire. an engineer 
working for the U.S. engi- 
neering group Halliburton, 
was abducted on Feb. 10 in 
Yemen's eastern Marib 
govemoraie by members of 
the Murad tribe, angered by 
a land dispute with Yemeni 
officials. 

"He's still way up in the 
mountains. We haven't 
been able to get to him for 
days. We used to be able to 
get to him through our 
negotiator, but for the past 
couple of days we haven't 
been able to get to him at 
all," an oil industry source 
said. 

"In part it's because the 
government troops are sur- 
rounding the area. They are 
being very careful about 
who they are letting in “ he 
said. 


Halliburton said on 
Tuesday they had been 
allowed to deliver food and 
clothing to Mr. D'Ellaire 
through their negotiator. 
The company said the 
hostage appeared to be in a 
good condition. 

The industry source said 
there had been no reports of 
violence between the troops 
and the kidnappers since 
the siege began on Sunday. 

Security sources said the 
kidnappers were demand- 
ing compensation of $2 
million or the return of a 
piece of land in the capital 
Sanaa they say was given to 
one of their tribal leaders. 
Sheikh Abdullah Abdrabu 
A1 Mansouri. 

The kidnappers, who are 
followers of Sheikh 
Abdullah, say land near the 
presidential palace had 
been donated to the tribal 
leader and later taken back 
by the Sanaa municipality. 

Other leaders of the 
Murad tribe were also 
negotiating with Sheikh 
Abdullah's followers for 
the release of the American 
engineer, sources close to 


the negotiations have said. 

They did not say whether 
the other tribal chiefs were 
leading the talks on behalf 
of the govern menL 

Mr. D'Ellaire was abduct- 
ed from Rig 1 on the Saad 
A1 Kamel oilfield, about 
300 kilometres east of 
Sanaa, oil industry officials 
said. 

He was one of 125 men 
stationed on the rig. which 
belongs to Nabors 
Industries, a marketer of oil 
well drilling and oilfield 
services. Halliburton had 
been hired to do special 
work for the private U.S. 
company Hunt Oil on the 
rig. 

In recent years, Yemeni 
tribes with grievances 
against the government or 
foreign oil firms have kid’ 
napped scores of tourists, 
diplomats or other foreign- 
ers to use as bargaining 
chips. 

liie hostages, who have 
included an employee of 
Hum Oil and another from 
Nabors, were all released 
unharmed. 


Qatar 
welcomes 
improved 
ties with 
Bahrain 


DOHA (AFP) — The 
Qatari cabinet on 
Wednesday welcomed the 
improvement in relations 
between Qatar and Bahrain, 
which have been strained 
over a longstanding territor- 
ial dispute. 

The cabinet welcomed 
last week's meeting in 
London between Bahrain’s 
Crown Prince Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Issa Al-Khalifa 
and Qatar's Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ibn 
Jassem Al-Thani, the offi- 
cial Qatari News Agency 
(QNA) said. During its 
weekly meeting, the cabinet 
also welcomed Bahrain’s 
participation in a meeting 
here Monday between the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and die European 
Union aimed at forging an 
elusive free trade agree- 
ment 

It was the first time 
Bahrain had attended a 
GCC meeting in Qatar since 
Manama boycotted the 
regional group’s summit in 
Doha in December. 

"The cabinet welcomed 
everything which is likely 
to bring the points of view 
of the two countries closer 
together and improve their 
brotherly relations.” QNA 
said. 

The cabinet also voiced its 
“consideration” of a GCC 
committee tasked with 
defusing tension between 
Qatar and Bahrain and 
hoped for “The success of 
efforts” aimed at clearing 
the air between them. The 
committee, which is made 
up of the foreign ministers 
of Kuwait, Oman. Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, in January drafted 
a compromise proposal to 
ease tension between Qatar 
and Bahrain. 

The proposal does not 
deal with the dispute itself, 
which is examined by the 
International Court of 
Justice at the Hague (ICJ), 
but seeks to stop them from 
engaging in hostile press 
campaigns and shelter the 
other’s opposition. The con- 
flict is over the Hawar 
islands, which is held by 
Bahrain but also claimed by 
Qatar, and the Qatari region 
of Zubara which Bahrain 
claims. Bahrain’s Foreign 
Minister Sheikh 

Mohammad Ben Mubarak 
Al-Khalifa said Sunday in 
Doha that his country pre- 
ferred the conflict to be set- 
tled by the ICJ. 

Bahrain had previously 
protested after Qatar took 
the dispute to the ICJ in 
1991. 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, Febru ary 20-21, 1997; 

Baghdad accuses Ekeus of 
meddling in state affairs 


BAGHDAD (R) — The rul- 
ing Baath Party newspaper 
A1 Thawra on Wednesday 
accused Rolf Ekeus, chair- 
man of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
on Iraq, of meddling in 
Baghdad’s government 
affairs. 

“He (Ekeus) has no right 

to give special opinion on 
the policies of the Iraqi gov- 
ernment and on issues out- 
side his mandate,” the paper 
said in a front-page editori- 
al. 

It said UNSCOM. set up 
to oversee the scrapping of 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction under the 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire, was 
purely a technical commit- 
tee. 

“This means that Iraqi 
government policies, stands 
and attitudes do not fall 
within Mr. Ekeus’ preroga- 
tives. 

“But it seems that the for- 
mer Swedish diplomat is 
determined to turn his tech- 
nical tasks into political 
ones.” A1 Thawra said. 

Remarks by A1 Thawra 
came a day before Mr. 
Ekeus' next trip to Baghdad 
during which he is expected 
to hold both political and 
technical talks with Iraqi 
leaders. 

A1 Thawra’s criticism fell 
short of demanding Mr. 
Ekeus' dismissal as 
UNSCOM chairman. Babel, 
the newspaper of President 
Saddam Hussein's eldest 
son Uday, on Tuesday called 
for his sacking. Another 


official newspaper last week 
accused him of “aggressive 
remarks.” 

Iraq and the United 
Nations are locked in dis- 
pute over the removal of 
some 100 wrecked missile 
engines for analysis to the 
United States. Iraq would 
tike them to be examined in 
either Russia or France. 

Iraq says it has destroyed 
all its banned missiles with 
ranges greater than 1 50 kilo- 
metres but UNSCOM 
doubts the authenticity of 
the engines unearthed. 

A1 Thawra reiterated that 
Iraq had no more banned 
missiles left. It said Mr. 
Ekeus himself did not have 
evidence to prove his own 
suspicions. 

The paper said Mr. Ekeus* 
persistence to keep the file 
of ballistic missiles open 
was giving the United States 
the opportunity to continue 
with its “blind enemity.” 

“We remind Ekeus rhat his 
commission bears moral as 
well as legal responsibili- 
ties. ..of the adverse impact 
of the embargo on Iraq and 
its citizens.” Al Thawra said. 

Sanctions imposed on Iraq 
for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait can be lifted only 
when Mr. Ekeus’ commis- 
sion decides that Iraq has 
scrapped all of its weapons 
of mass destruction includ- 
ing missiles with ranges 
greater than 150 kilometres. 

“The doubts formulated 
by Mr. Ekeus have no con- 
crete basis, but are built on 
tendencious assumptions 


fabricated by the CIA 
(Central Intelligence 

Agency) and spread by 
American officials to pro- 
lone the embargo" imposed 
since 1990, Al Thawra said. 

The Pentagon accused 
Iraq earlier this month of 
hiding up to 25 ballistic 
missiles. 


Iran denies report 


An Interior Ministry offi- 
cial in Tehran on 
Wednesday denied reports 
by a major Iraqi opposition 
group that said Iraq bad 
massed troops on Iraq's 
eastern border with Iran. 

“This report is not true, it's 
baseless.” the official told 
the Associated Press. He 
declined further comment. 

The London-based Iraqi 
National Congress opposi- 
tion group said Monday that 
Iraq "had moved two army 
corps — about 30.000 men 
— to the border, put all 
army units on maximum 
alert and ordered officers on 
leave in the elite Republican 
Guard to report to their 
units. Most of the troops 
were transferred from the 
northern Kurdish sector, 
said the Iraqi Broadcasting 
Corporation, which is run 
by the INC and operates 
from nonhem Iraq. 

Iran and Iraq fought a 
bloody eight-year war that 
ended with a cease-fire in 
1988. But the two have 
never formally signed a 
peace treaty and relations 
remain bitter. 


Netanyahu government protests 
Zeevi's anti-Semitic slap at Indyk 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's cabinet sent a 
protest letter Wednesday to 
a far-right member of par- 
liament over anti-Semitic 
remarks he made about U.S. 
Ambassador Martin Indyk. 

Rehavam Zeevi. a deputy 
from the extreme-right 
Moledet Party, referred to 
Mr. Indyk during a debate 
on Monday as a “yid," an 
anti-Semitic epithet, 

because of the diplomat's 
alleged opposition to 
Jewish settlement activity in 
East Jerusalem. Mr. Indyk is 
Jewish. 

In a letter addressed to 
Mr. Zeevi and made avail- 
able to the press on 
Wednesday, Mr. 

Netanyahu's cabinet secre- 
tary Danny Naveh said 
“such statements and anti- 
Semitic declarations, espe- 
cially here in Israel and 
particularly by a public fig- 
ure, are totally unaccept- 
able." 

“The statement ascribed 


to you is most disturbing, 
especially as it was targe- 
ted at the American ambas- 
sador in Israel, Martin 
Indyk. whom we hold in 
very high esteem,” Mr. 
Naveh said. 

“I hope that you will rec- 
tify the situation in the 
appropriate manner.” he 
said. 

A spokesman for the 
Israeli embassy in Tel Aviv 
said Mr. Indyk had been 
“profoundly affected" when 
informed about Mr. Zeevi's 
remarks. 

“When he first heard 
about it, he said he was 
extremely offended, as any 
Jew would be. that such a 
anti-Semitic remark would 
be used in describing him." 
said the spokesman, 
Richard Scorza. 

The term “yid” translates 
roughly as “little Jew" or 
“Jew boy" and was in the 
past used by right-wing 
Israelis against former U.S. 
Secretary of State Henry’ 
Kissinger for his percieved 


anti-Israeli positions. 

Mr. lndvk played a central 
role in U.S. mediation 
efforts which led to last 
month's Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement on handing most 
of the West Bank town of 
Hebron over to Palestinian 
rule, an agreement fiercely 
opposed by Molodet and 
other far-right nationalist 
movements in Israel. 

Mr. Zeevi hit out at Mr. 
Indyk during a debate about 
alleged U.S. pressure on 
Mr. Netanyahu to postpone 
plans to build a major 
Jewish neighbourhood in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

“Bibi (Netanyahu) is 
going to the master on the 
other side of the ocean 
(and) gets phone calls in the 
week hours of the night 
from that yid Indyk." Mr. 
Zeevi was quoted as saying. 

Palestinians have warned 
that the project would 
undermine newly resumed 
peace negotiations and 
spark violent protests. 


Jordan’s first female taxi driver oozes 
confidence in pioneering experience 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 


AMMAN — In daytime, 
she keeps a gun under the 
seat. At night, she often 
hides a male friend in the 
trunk of her yellow cab, 
just in case. 

Being the first woman 
among Jordan's 100,000 
taxi drivers is proving quite 
an adventure for Myassar 
Abu I Hawa. Female cab- 
bies may be commonplace 
in many countries, but not 
in this male-dominated 
Arab country where 
women’s work still usually 
means raising kids. 

“At first bystanders rub 
their eyes. Then they clap, 
whistle and cheer me,” Ms. 
Abul Hawa said. “They 
can't believe a woman is 
driving a cab." 

Ms. Abul.Hawa, 52, has a 
degree in English literature 
and worked as a tutor in 
Beirut. But since fleeing 
Lebanon's civil war in 
1975. she hasn't found sim- 
ilar work. She took the dri- 
ver's job because she need- 
ed money, in part to help 
support eight children. 

After a month on the job, 
she says she relishes it, 
especially because it’s 
made her something of a 


celebrity in Amman. 
Children run after her car, 
and women try to get her to 
stop and chat. 

“She is a unique example 
that women are capable of 
carrying out traditionally 
male-dominated jobs," said 
Nadia Shamloukh, acting 
director of the Jordanian 
Women Federation. 

Women make up only 14 
per cent of Jordan^ one 
million-member work 
force. Laws on marriage, 
divorce and inheritance still 
favour men. and women are 
banned from jobs deemed 
dangerous and from work- 
ing after dark. 

Happily for Ms. Abul 
Hawa, the law on night 
work is rarely enforced. 
She says she has not 
encountered serious prob- 
lems at night, except for 
getting pulled over by 
bewildered policemen. 

“Cops think 1 am driving 
a stolen car,” she said. 
“Bur when I show them my 
(taxi.) driver’s licence, they 
salute me and let me go.” 

Ms. Abul Hawa has not 
taken her gun out to face 
trouble, she said. And- her 
friend in the trunk has 
never flipped down the 
back seat to come to her aid 
— although he did come 



Myassar Abul Hawa (photo by Yousef AUar 
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she would be safe driving 
at night. 

As for potentially trou- 
blesome male riders, she 
says she could handle them 
on her own. "I |jk e to 
argue,” she said. 

But working in the male- 


* « 1 UU3 

some benefits for Ms Abul 
Hawa. She said nunv 
devout Muslim men !on’"t 
want their wives ;l nd 
daughters alone with iaJc 
cabbies — and cull to ask 
for her by name. 



Turkish fan beats 
wife, tries suicide 
after loss 


ISTANBUL (R) — A*' 
Turkish soccer fan beat hi sr ; : 
wife and then jumped out lY: 
fifth-floor window after his 
club Fenerbahce lost, to! 
Istanbul rival Besiktus illST 


weekend derby, a newspa - 
per said. The Sabah daily_ 
said Ali Sirkecioglu gqr±- r 
drunk after his team lost 1# - 
0 at home. He beat uncon-f. 
scious his wife ■ — 
Besiktas supporter — 
went out onto the balcony^ - 
of his flat, shouted: “l leave/ - 
my children to my mother?-; 
and jumped. SirkeeiogEJT 
suffered broken ribs and> 
legs and was taken to - 
same hospital as his w’dfei, 
Semiha. She has been <££■■ " 
charsed. He is in intensive 


~ -:Jx 


care. 




Possible lair of Loch^ 
Ness monster found - ^ 


INVERNESS. Scotland - 
(R) — An auxiliary coast- 
guard officer thinks he has_ 
found the lair of the leg- 
endary Loch Ness monster. 
George Edwards. 45. found 
the nine-metre wide cave in . 
the bottom of the Scottish 
Loch on a sonar scan. “I 
came across the hole by 
accident one day as I was 
crossing Urquart bay while 
on a coastguard exercise." 
he told a Scottish news 
agency. "My sonar reading 
suddenly fell an extra 30 
feet, dow n to 252 metres. 
That is much deeper than 
this pan of the loch is sup- 
posed to be." Edwards says 
the cave could be a break- 
through in the search for 
the monster, nicknamed 
Nessic. which many people 
believe lives in the 37-kilo- 
metre long Loch. “For the 
first time we have a clue to 
where Nessie might actual- 
ly live, so we can narrow 
down the search area and 
give ourselves a real 
chance of spotting her and 
her family.” He says the 
cave could be the entrance 
to a tunnel connecting 
Loch Ness io another loch 
or the sea. and plans to 
release a non-toxic dye into 
the mouth of the opening to 
test his theorv. 
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Tax agents seize 
Texas home of 


missing atheist 


AUSTIN. Texas iRi — 
U.S. Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS) agents seized 
the S23 1 .000 home of 
Madalvn Murray O'Hair, 
who disappeared in August 
1995. O' Hair, who won the 
landmark U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in 1963 
calling for an end to school 
prayer, owes $250,000 in 
back taxes, an IRS 
spokesman said. Agents 
removed furniture and" per- 
sonal property from the 
home and e\ icted Spike 
Tyson, a member of 
O’ Hair's non-profit organi- 
sation American Atheists 
Inc., who had been living 
there. O'Hair, her grand- 
daughter. Robin Murray- 
O'Hair. and son. Jon 
Murray, disappeared after 
telling associates the\ were 
going to New York to 
protest the visit of Pope 
John Paul H. IRS rules cull 
for O' Hair's property to be 
sold at auction in 45 days 
unless she emerges u> settle - 
the lax lew. 
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Future queen on 
leave from studies 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) - 
The future queen of. 
Sweden. 19-year old . % 
Princess Victoria, has taken Z 
•I break from her studies in v 
France to rule in the 14 
absence of her parents J 
w ho are on an official \isit ,f B 
to South Africa. Under the 
Swedish constitution the 
princess, first in line to the Jt 
Swedish throne, must : J 
fophicc King Carl \vi J 
Utstai and Queen Silvia 
when they arc away. 
l hursiUo she win tvpre- 
s *>nt her couture ,u (he 
opening of the world ski- 
championship i n ’ ? 
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